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JOBS FOR VIA SHOW BIZ 


Click of N.Y.C. Center May Pave 
Way for Govt. Sponsorship of Arts 


New York’s experiment this season? 
with community - sponsored  enter- | 


tainment at the City Center of Music 
and Drama will lead other cities to 
follow suit and eventually’ bring 
Government sponsorship of the arts. 
This is the opinion of Newbold 
Morris, president of N. Y.’s 
Council and board chairman of the 
Center, based on his observation of 
its first formal season which ends 
Saturday (13). 

Thousands of people getting a taste 
opera and ballet for the 
Morris, won't be sat- 
isfied henceforth with a picture diet 
of double features three times a 


time, sSaVs 


-admissions through schools and trade 


unions to people who could ne 
afford $3 to $5 commercial prices. 
From December to 
$2.20 top. the Center 
$14,646 attendance (299,178 paid ad- 
(Continued 37) 
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Political Fans For 
Troops Abroad Banned 
By War Dept. Ruling 


Washingion, Mav 9. 


City | 


Shirley Booth Retiring 
To Be With GI Husband 


Shirley Booth plans ret 
the stage as well as 
ta be with her husband, now in the 
Army. She departs “Tomorrow the 
World.” click now in its second 
season on Broadway. where she cre- |} 
ated the leading temme role opnosite 


from 
order 


iring 


radio in 


legit 


A Intricate Codes on Invasion Have 
Networks Jittery on ‘False Alarm’ 


U. S. Plans to Mobilize Net- 


works, Local Stations in. 
Returning Fighting Boys. 


to Peacetime Jobs—D. C. 
Radio Huddle Skedded 


FILMS ALSO FACTOR 


Ralph Bellamy, himself recently re- 
turned to Hollywood, with Conrad 
Nagel as his replacement. 

Ruth Matteson, ex-"“Merry Widow” 
(which closed Saturday (6) on Broad- | 
week... The Center has built new au-| way). succeeds Miss Booth Gail 
diences. many of them youngsters} Patrick and Mary Astor were spoken | 
‘who'd never seen live stage figures | of for the role. the latter, however 
before. There was no competition! returning to Hollywood soon. 

With commercial theatre, he main-'! 
tains. The Center sold over 50,000 


May 1, at a | 
had played to 


UAW Makes Bid 
For Det. Station 


Detroit, 
Auto Workers 
nat 


May 9. 
Union 
labor 


The 
(CIO), 


United 


the on’s” largest 


Wallis 


Show biz in 

particular, face a 

job 
doing now. 

The Government 


service as big 


are 


ily on them to help find jobs for 
11,000,000 returning servicemen and 
for many millions of war workers 
whose factories will be shut down. 

Radio, which wasn’t around at all | 
during the last war, is now rated so 
important a medium by all Federal! | 
departments that the little group of 
men working on retraining and re- 


(Continued ¢ 


DOs 


as 


> 
general, 


ston 


and 
ar 


is count 


page 


nath 


ing heav- 


onal 
they 


Hal 


union, may be going into the radio | | 
DusiNess | ay ose 
ollowing his return here from | 
the union's directors’ meeting in 
Minneapolis, James F. Hopkins, | 
| president and general manager of | With Paramount 
station WJBK here, admitted that a | 
deal was in prospect by which the} One of the hot dea foi 
station would be sold to the auto} Wallis and Joe Hazen is with P 
workers’ union as a publicity outlet } mount that companys ) su 
Hopkins was accompanied to the | bankrolling and distribution. TI 
Minneapolis meeting of the UAW) one of several bids. among ot 
meeting, where the proposal was! being J. Arthur Rank, via Artl 
(Continued on page 2) {| Kelly, for the Eagle-Lion Films 
| up, U.S. outlet for Rank’s Brit 
| pix interests. 
Lowly Accordion 


An un lercover rumble on Capitol 
Hill, aimed at pix. is believed partly 
responsible for an order issued by 
the War Dept. May 4 to insure im- 
partiality in the dissemination of 
Political information to troops. 

The order covers films, radio and 
live entertainment, as well as gen-/! 
eral news. 

With the election coming on, skit- 
tish Congressmen are carefully eye- 
ing everything that goes out to the 
men in uniform, who will vote this 
year in larger numbers than ever 
before | 

Some of the Congressmen have 
been comn ‘nting about the films 
shipped over seus free. with the com- 
Dliments of the industry. They are 
wat * the entertainment pix for 
concealed propaganda. One beef. 
Rot yet in the open, is over 20th- 
Fox's still unfinished “Wilson.” Re- 


Publicans fear this might spank their 


Party and cause G. I.’s to vote Demo- 
Cratic 

Se out came-the Army order, which 
Says in part: 


“The burden is on the Army to see 
(Continued on iano 36) 


JOAN LESLIE MAY HEAD 
RADIO SHOW AS SINGER 


Program featuring Joan Leslie, | 


Warner film star, in a singing role on 
& three-time- ner-week 15-minute 
basis, is currently making the agency 
reunds, with several Sponsors report- 
interested. 

Stanza would emanate from the , 
Coast. with Matty Malneck’s band as 
husical backgrou ind. 


Squeeze Into Society 
Post-War; in n Gl Favor 


The despised acco. may come 
asnore irom river ferries a up o 
of the cocktail-lo Ve ) te-tie- 
and-talls socie afte hye ir, aS a 
resuit of its extensive use overseas 
in entertain 

An eas po 
t has pro te 
for planos a € er- 
tainers, but, more imporiantly, it has 
blossomed as a solo in ime sol- } 
diers taking to accordion concerts 
avidly. Squeeze-box enthusiasts al- 
ready envision accordi -itals in 

spots like Carnegie OV Hall, 
N. Y., post-war as sult of this 
new audience interest. especially 
after the way GI's have gone for 


classical fare accordionists mix with 


pops. 


USO-Camp Shows officials have 
{150 players overseas now, and 200 
are expected by the first of the year. 
| Better known overseas at various 
times include Jack Snyder, Peter 
Kova, George Cerruti, Frank Pupile, | 
Andy Arcari, Julie Gardner and 
j Jerry Shelton. 


is Wallis’ 
lin-Lillian Hellman 
ing Wind,” 


deal with 


Broadw: 


for 


a profit-sharing arran 
other deal, still sin 

be a component of W 
tion activities. whet 

otherwise mav Ve 
Guild’s plays, as Wall 
have had conversation 
lines with Guild attor: 


Herma 
“The Seare 


release 


Shum- 


10%ers Glum About 307, 
Outlook for Cafe Acts 


The agents are hope iiting 
for some relief from Ww ast eton on 
the 30% tax. otherwise it’s inevitable 
that their’ bookings 
Taxation must eventual! ta it 
toll. as everybody in t acle 
agrees, and where the bookers; ed 
to call up the lowliest agencies for 
“any available talent” for top jobs 
because of the talent dearth, the re- 
verse may well come into existence 

That can mean only one thing— 
unemployment through enforced 
shutdowns, because of the tax fx. 
fect. And that in turn, of co 2. 
means a cut in salary widurds, 


| 


ecert” at 


Will Anybody Be Sober 
Enuf for Carnegie Hall? 


Mark Warnow. maestro on the 
“Lucky Strike Hit Parade.” con- 
racted last week with Milton M. 


Bergman, president of Carnegie Hall, 
for a “Victory Jubilee Con- 

the Hall on the first night 
of Germany's surrender How the 
affair could be solidified fast enough 
to meet the time element. even if 
plans are blueprinted months in ad- 
vance, isn’t part of the pattern. It's 


to start at m&idnight 

Concert will include as many guest 
stars as possible to round up at the 
time, and it will be broadcast over 
CBS. 


Broadway Legit 


Probes Biz Skid 


Drop in business on Broadway was 
the subject of managerial concern 
last week, showmen seeking reasons 
for it, but it’s pointed out ‘hat ait- 
tendance usually drcps upon 
vent of warm weather. Also ind 
cated that some attractions are nea 
ng the end of their craws Fou) 
shows dropped out of tne list Satur- 
day (6) but three were flop The 
hits sold out as heretofore but there 

ere igns of easing off More 
ickets were returned fron the 
agencies and the advance Sale slack- 
ened 

In some anagerial quarters it wa 

(Continued on page 36) 


High Vaude 
Pay Making It Tougher 
For USO to Get Talent 


Abnormally salai being 
asked al paia for ail ) i 
act elo the tonpmoste i 
s making }t incre ngly diffict 

USO-( p Show to secure t 
oOvers¢ and domestie camp 
rou At the beginning of the wal 
) rmers looked upo the USO 
tours a so much gravy put now t j 
there an acute shortage o! act 
theatres, and prices have shot skvy- 
ard, comparatively fev want to 
take time for camp duty. 
Agents and bookers have had sev- 


eral meetings lately to try and de- 
vise a method of persuading more 
acts to shift to USO activities. The 


have been running into excuses oi 
“pad accommodations.” “tough trav- 
elling,” ete., many turns openly turn- 
ing down USO requests w 
ertion that the bubble will burst all 
too soon and that they want to lay in 
a wad while the getting is good. 
Majority of the acts that do go out 
on a USO trail are no longer agree- 
15 and 20 week They go, as 
for six to eight at the 


g to 


rule, 


ith the as-| 


* Some of the 
network 


newsroo! 
| plenty 


worried 


more 


systems of verbal ec 


nervous 
n toppers are 
er the intricate 
odes worked out 


radio 


| for use by London correspondents toa 


thwart the censor- 
invasion—during a 
lantiec phone chat. 


-and tip off the 
routine Transat- 


Calls are put through daily to set 


up 
and 


broadcasts, 


+} 
ine 


ma 
Various h 


word cues to be used 


“Invasion is 


night.” ete., ete. 


imminent,” 
Cues, 


ke 


ets 


reports, etc., 
have set up 
as signals that 
“started last 


naturally, are 
ordinary every-day words. so as noi 
to excite suspicion, and the imagina- 
tive boys around the nets are wor- 
ried sick lest one of their overseas 
staff slips a cue in inadvertently. 
What with everyone on this side in 


a constant state of ji 
| things. to break. it’s 


tlers waiting for 
feared the acci- 


j dental use of a word cue might be 
|taken as the McCoy by some guy 


wanting to scoop the 


temember the p 
That would be not} 
a nationwide 
that turned 


airlan 
out 


E. B. Davis Mu 


world. 

honey armistice? 
ling compared to 
es invasion flash 


to be a dud. 


Ils Revival 


Of ‘Ladder,’ Which Cost 
Hie $1,300,000 in ’26 


lgar B. Davis, hom Broadway 
nay remember as the angel who had 
his wings clipped for $1,300,000 in 
tryit lo put “The Ladder” across 
120 ha breezed into New 
York from Texas anc toying it 
1dca oO resent the pl 
London at evi on the Mai 
sten 
Davi ha expressed no regret 
over dropping so vast a sum on 
the play, theme of which was rein- 
carnation his pet theory. He's 
pointed out—with pride, too—that 
“The Ladder” not only broke even 
Boston but actually made money 
Srocktor Mass It was there tnat 
Davis made his first fortune in shoe 
anufacturing. He too trip arouna 
or] and ja Witt a 
a nat o! ruovet 
plantations in Jat U S Rubber 
Co. p I $1.000.000 to start the 
irst plantats in the now war-torn 
ce t He later found oil n 
Pexa ere he resides and where 
is a Lo! intapped 
ell 
“The Ladder” was first produced 
On 1926, at the Mansfield, 


(Continued or 


1 page 39) 


COHAN LEFT $712, 393, 
UNDER EXPECTATIONS 


died 


not a 


Though he 
M. Cohan was 


wealthy, George 
s fabulously rich 


as had been presumed in show busi- 
ness, it’s revealed this week. Cohan, 
| who died in November, 1942, dropped 
considerable money jn the ltast 10 
years of his life and, except for the 
profit gleaned from Warners’ “Yan- 


(Continued on page 39) 


2 MISCELLANY 


Wednesday, May 10, 1914 


Set Purple Heart’ Circuit; Will Have 
Eight Units for 84 Hospitals By June 


USO-Camp Shows’ hospital pro-+ 
D-Day B.0. Slump Seen 


gram is now an established fact. 
| Three units of seven or eight acts 

Film theatres look for a temporary 
slump in attendance when the second 


| each are already on tour, a fourth 
is in work, with eight in all planned 
by mid-June to service 84 general 


front is opened. 
“my Navy hospitals. These é 
be into Survey discloses sharp drops, last- 
smaller groups for simultaneous| /8 & few days each, at the time of | 
see i visits, will tour four or five| the North African invasion and dur- | 
ward visits, w 


| ing the heavy fighting at Cassino and 
months eacn. | Anzio 
These regular units are not to be : 


confused with the short one-month 


guest-star tours of Ed Wynn, Gene OR’S STH ANNI 
Kelly and Eddie Cantor, which | CANT 3 

started the “Purple Heart” circuit 

off. Similar “names” will be added DRAWS 1.500 AT $10 
from time to time, but the circuit b) | 
will consist of units of standard acts, 
eomposed of singers, jugglers, ma- 
gicians, accordionists, etc. Talent of 
present units includes Billy Rayes, 
Andy 


A jampacked, 1,500-capacity audi- 
ence Sunday night (7) at the Hotel | 
Astor, N. Y., paid tribute to and 
gave ample evidence of their affec- 


tion for Eddie Cantor. The occasion | 


i LaVarre and Brother, 
pine Patsy Garrett, Roy Davis.) Was the star’s 35th anniversary in | 
Ann Barrett Roy Smeck, Senor show business, and a special four- | 


page souvenir edition of “Variety” 
recorded, compactly, for the annals, 
the rise of the star from one of Gus 
cartoonists, puppet shows, concert} Edwards’ kids (with Georgie Jessel. 
artists, one-act plays sans scenery, Walter Winchell, Eddie Buzzell and | 
lined up. Exhibits of rare pipes and | Georgie Price) to his present stand- | 
toys on rolling tables for inspection | {ng as radio-film star and producer. 


Carlos and others. 
Innovations are planned for this 
circuit, with table tennis experts, 


bv bedridden G.I’s are planned to| The dais held show biz notables | 
accompany girl singers on ward and the clergy. Equity, AFRA, | 
wisiie SAG, AGVA and ASCAP combined | 


Shows open in N. Y. at an army ; With the various guilds in this trib- | 
camp the weck before they go on| ute. Jessel brilliantly presided as | 
tour, so that they can be inspected | toastmaster. Gene Buck, Fannie 
and approved by both USO-Camp Hurst, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, Louis | 
Shows and the Surgeon General's Nizer and James A. Farley spoke. 
office in Washington. Third unit| Jimmy Walker's illness kept | 
opened Monday (8); fourth opens| away. Proceeds from the $10-a-head | 
next week (15): others will follow a} dinner went to the Cantor Boys 

week apart. The first show started| Camp Fund. ; 
April 24 Cantor seized upon Miss Hurst's | 
P = * > Plan | well phrased speech that this turn- | 
Ginny eaenal . | out was as much a tribute to show | 
Ginny Simms is sponsoring a NOS- | pusiness as it was to Cantor. That | 
pital entertainment program cued to cued the comedian into telling of his | 
Eddie Cantor's Purple Heart ae |currently intensive campaign on be- 

war |half of the “purple heart circuit,” 

We orget rogram, as **| meaning the hospitalized war vet- 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's backing, she peony ‘Cantor it 
says. Idea | proud duty of all showmen to enter- | 

enlist and divert these heroes during 

cate their convalescence. 

visiting theatre talent as well as lo- Cantor eee New York June 29 

cal Tadio and and returns to Hollywood Aug. 4. In 
work. Sixty we ‘a J. Kelly the intervening 35 days he will play | 

pac 28 hospitals, the itinerary taking him 

Los Angeles already expressing ap- | from N. Y. to Norfolk, South Caro 

a | lina, Georgia, Tennessee, and so on 
provai. | into New Mexico and Texas before | 


hitting the west coast. 


) | Cantor signed Monday (8) to do a 
MAE WEST S COMEBACK | scene with Nora Martin, singer on | 
; | his radio show, in Warners’ forth- | 
A B WAY EXPERIMENT coming “Hollywood Canteen” film. 
Abel. 

Mae West. back on Broadway, 


is trying an experimept. Be 
had in mind for some time writing Why Disc Jockeys Only 
Play Records of Crosby 


| 


and acting a film about Catherine of 
Russia. In order to perfect the story, 
she says, she decided to write it first 
as a play and try it out on Broad- 


‘ Disc jockeys have to be extra 
way before making it into a film. | careful what they say on the air 
It marks her return to the New York | ahout Frank Sinatra. His fans are 
stage after a 10-year absence 1D | that ypabid. Let any jockey make a 
films. 

Miss West's new play, titled | stood, or even say something glow- 
“Catherine Was Great,” went into! jingly about Bing Crosby while dis- 


rehearsal Monday (8). Mike Todd cussing Sinatra, and station switch- 
is producing, with Lee Shubert in on | boards light up like Xmas trees with 
the deal. Todd and 20th-Fox, ac- | calls from angry Sinatra boosters. 


cording to Miss West, will do the} Making conversation last week, 
film version, | Martin Block, WNEW, N. Y., “Make- 
Her play, she says, retains the ' believe-Ballroom” conductor, won- 


| dered why all the gags about Sinat- 


humor and personality of Catherine, physique 
as ys 


presenting her as “a ‘Diamond Lil 


of the upperworld.” (“Diamond Lil.” | 
story of an underworld queen, was made. emar was misconstrued, 
; West's biggest stage success) and so many calls came in that 


Miss 
“It's not a Sunday school sermon, or 
a Snow White fairy tale,” says Miss 


| Block advised his listeners that, in 
| the future, if they wish to express 
themselves they should write letters 


West. “But I don’t resort to shady, : 
censorable stuff. It’s strictly legiti- 
mate.” | Sj 
Her last film, Columbia's “The | inatra $ trep 
Heat’s On,” with William Gaxton| Frank Sinatra was taken to a N.Y. 


and Victor Moore, wasn't any good, | hospital 5 a.m. Monday (8) morning 
she claims. It was the_first vehicle | with a strep throat, which had him |! 
she didn’t write, and the script was/under a high fever. Singer had 
changed on her after she approved | been ill for previous few days and 
it. “It's a little difficult for authors | almost did not make his “Hit Pa- 
to understand me,” says Miss West. rade” broadcast Saturday (6). His 
The film packed them in anyway, | condition yesterday (Tuesday) was | 
she says, “but that’s the trouble; it | reported okay. He will be replaced, 
hurt my reputation.” | however, on his Vimms show tonight | 
j (Wednesday) by Joan Edwards. } 


. Sinatra is due to leave for the 
Jessel’s New Deal 


Coast coming Sunday (14) to make 
the first of two pictures for Metro. 
George Jessel returned to Holly- eerie 
wood with a new 20th-Fox contract Sinatra te ‘Step Lively’ 
, under his belt, having been renewed Hollywood, May 9. 
as producer. He has three pictures,} Frank Sinatra’s second picture for 
“Dolly Sisters,” “O. Henry” and|RKO, previously titled “Manhattan 
“Kitten on the Keys,” awaiting per- | Serenade” and carrying other tenta- 
sonalities. tive names, will be released as “Step 
The Dollys will probably wind up | Lively.” 
with Betty Grable and Alice Faye as Picture wound up its shooting 
soon as these recent mothers can get | schedule several weeks ago and is 
back into production. j now in the cutting process. 


|} words—Ken Murray's ‘Blackouts’ is 
of them.” 


| motion 


the 


99th Week! 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
while a show 
funny for 


“KNvery once in a 


comes along that’s toe 


HOWARD LINDSAY and 
RUSSEL CROUSE 


Jennifer Jones 


| all over. 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Hollywood, May 6. 
With all the world a stage and quietly quaking from invasion jitters 
a brave man who doesn't share them, ; 


Some of us who are occupied with deadlines and releases have ad@j. 
tional problems. Should we run one more installment of the Confessions 
of a Gate-Crasher, firm in the belief that we’l® get into print befor, the 
invasion tosses such fine-spun essays as these into overset? Should we 
hold firm to the belief that nobody can outguess guys like us in the Mate 
ter of timing? Or should we accept the fact that one fine day we're going 
to be caught with our Confessions down? 

Well, you don't know gate-crashers if you think the risk of arriving too 
late is a fear that stops them dead in their tracks. It actually makes them 
step on the gas, and even fuel up with cleaning fluid if there is 
gas. 


it's 


no mere 


Scoring on the Brenner Pass 

Percentages, pals, percentages. Like gamblers, in gate-crashing you have 
to figure percentages. How many times has the Channel been crogsed 
successfully? Since the day of William the Conqueror, plenty. 

Our gate-crashers international is not giving out the exact figures be- 
cause “Wariety” gets into Spain and Geneva, and we can't afford to give 
statistical data of even a historical sort indirectly to the enemy. Let ‘em 
look it up themselves. By the time they find the figures and tabulate 
them, it’s our guess the invasion will be over, 

All we can assure the enemy is that the Channel has been crossed a lot 
of times and not always with proper credentials either. 

As to the soft side of Europe's belly, that’s been poked so often it's sore 
Even the Brenner Pass has been used through history more for 
scoring touchdowns than as a blocking system. . 

The ease with which our forces took Corsica indicates the approach. 


Hit By 20th Suit 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
Breach-of-contract suit for $613,000 
was filed here in Federal court by 
20th-Fox against Jennifer Jones 
charging the Academy Award win- 
ner with refusal to report to the stu- 


role of “Laura,” which was later 
assigned to Gene Tierney. 


rest on 
studio 


boxoffice value, and the 
losses sustained by the 
through her non-appearance. 
Complaint states that Miss Jones, 
legally known as Phyllis Walker, 
was signed by David O, Selznick on 
Aug. 30. 1941 but was not used bv 
him in a picture. In March, 1948, 
the plaintiff recites, she was engaged 
for “The Song of Bernadette” and 
achieved worldwide note’ through 
the Academy Award for her acting 
in that picture. It is further recited 


that Miss Jones was signed by 20th- | 


Fox on June 14, 1943, to make two 
pictures between Nov. 2, 1943 and 
Nov. 2, 1944. 


Hillcrest Country Club 
1506 Fire Loss Insured 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Fire completely destroyed the Hill- 


| crest Country Club, favorite Spa of 
| top theatrical names, when. faulty 
| Wiring set off the blaze. 


Over 300 
|; members and guests were forced to 
flee the flames just before starting 
the Sunday (7) buffet dinner. 

Three alarms were turned in, but 


equipment was unable to cope with | 


the fi 


of equipment and members’ clothing 


ered by insurance. 


Jolson Planes East 


| Hollywood, May 9. 


Al Jolson has planed to Washing- | 


ton, and will then go to N. Y. for his 
guestar. appearance on the 
“Variety” “Radio Hall of Fame.” 


UAW’s Radio 


Continued from page 1 


discussed, by his attorney, Morris 
Luskin, and Arthur Croghan, pro- 
manager. It is understood 
sale hangs on a boost of 
the present bid by the union. 

Union men have exressed the 
opinion that WJBK is idea) for their 
move into the radio business since 
it already has a setup by which its 
newscasts are piped into 60 Detroit 
war plants. In addition, it has made 
a specialty of foreign - language 
broadcasts to 19 different nationali- 
ties, which would be of value to the 
union since it has a polyglot mem- 
bership in this area. 

The union has been a power in 
Detroit politics and there frequently 
have been squabbles over air time, 
which the UAW figures it would cir- 
cumvent with its own station. In 
view of the pending deal and the 
usual practice here of giving the 
unions and management equal time 
via the air, one radio executive 
quipped, “If the UAW goes into the 
radio business, does it put capital 
in for half the time?” 


Damages | 
of $500.000 are based on the star's | 


MPO Gi GUicK Spread. 


Philco- | 


He is accompanied by Harry Akst. | 


Our boys ‘probably arrived looking like Chicago bandits. The Corsicans 
love bandits. Corsican tailoring shops, which in Hollywood would have 


models of Clark Gable, Jimmy Stewart and the Groaner in the windows, . 


| have models of the latest in Corsican bandits. 
| Stalin Should Love This 

As for the Italians and Nazis controlling northern Italy, they are suckers 
for red. Never mind how much they scream to the contrary. They love 
red. 
| Once equipped with a 4!2-horsepowered Rosengart. a glorified babv care 
| riage that could do 80 kilometres an hour, and no further credentials to 


him | dio for work April 24 in the title | Speak of, we gate-crashed from France to Italy, from Italy to Austria, 


| from Austria to Germany. and all the way home again, and we did it 
mostly on Alice's red dress. 

The procedure was simple. As we neared a frontier Alice would be 
ordered out of the car and told to change her clothes at some roadside inn. 
This would usually be about high noon, with the thermometer boiling 
around 90. Unfortunately the dress, though beautifully designed, was 
made of red flannel. 

“But it’s so hot,’ Alice would complain. 

One stern look from her exalted gate-crasher and her 
resist this debasing use of her allure would melt. 
gate-crasher, though she never rose above the rank of a private third 
class. We had no further class then. 

Once Alice was inside the flaming robe fatale, we would speed to the 
frontier and, ignoring all salutes, honk our way around and through the 
various Casper Milquetoasts lined up in front of the customs. 

The more imposing the uniformed guard the harder they would fall for 
that red robe. 

Now and then, of course, one would insist that Alice lug a trunk out of 
the car, just to be sure we were not carrying bombs into the country. 
While she did this he would stand at attention and if she tripped and fell, 
he would still stand at attention. She expected help. But all she got was 
|; a salute. In the main, though, they were helpful as well as lustful. 

New Twist to “Cancel My Subscription” 

The chief difficulty we found was not to get to the Brenner Pass awith- 
out authorization, but to get away from it. At that time there were more 
troops guarding the frontier than Mussolini has ever been able to assemble 
; Since, 

Among them their officers were quarreling as to what to do with us. 
Alice’s red robe was confusing the issue because one of the officers was 
very old, about 94, color-blind and, therefore, not in the least susceptible 
to a woman in red. 

They argued for hours. It had reached the point where somebody 
usually says, “Boy, when I get back to St. Joe, Missouri, am I going to 
knock this town!” 

But gate-crashers never stoop to such Class B blackmail. They have to 
top all previous techniques. I recall ours went about like this: “Listen, 
boys,.you know how I! Duce is trying to get that qouugh Americano inté 
| Italy and how the tourismo 1s telling how easy it is to travel by car 


resolution to 
She was a true-blue 


; crack that can easily be misunder-j estimated to run $150,000, was coy- | through Europe. 2” 


“Si, si,” they said as one man, “but, Signor, your papers 
“Never mind those papers,’ I said. “Look at these!” 
I handed them a batch of American newspapers we had bought in Milan. 
“I'm traveling for.this string of papers,” I told them. “and we don't 
| believe it’s so easy to travel through Europe by car. So the more trouble 
you give us the better we like it.” 
| They viewed this one. fishy-eved. 
| “You see how it is.” I said. “you're my pals. 
| copy. You're making life hell for me! 
| racket wide open 


You're feeding me live 
Just what I need to bust this travel 
Thanks a million!’ 

| Like a good plot for a musical in Hollywood, they viewed us now as 
; Something to get rid of. But fast. They rapped their loving arms areund 
us and our 4!2 h.p. Rosengart and shoved us across the frontier into 
| Austria. 

As that was where we wanted to go in the first place, we could report 
to the gate-crashers international headquarters in Geneva that our mis- 
sion had been accomplished. 

Once through the Pass we found the going so much easier that there is 
no advantageous lesson to be learned from it for our inva™ing forces. 
All we can assure them is that from there to Berlin they will find every- 
thing a pushover. 


East and West As Well Now 

To keep these memoirs on the lighter side (things 
when you realize our invasion forces contemplate shippi trains and lo- 
comofives across from England to the Continent, as well as planes. tanks, 
guns and men in millions), Mark Hanna relays an experience of Gunboat 
Smith as a footnote to the general literature of gate-crashing. 

It seems that years after the Gunner had retired as a heavyweight 
contender, he was doing odd jobs around the various New York fight clubs. 

One night he was assigned to the St. Nicholas A. C. His task was to res 
duce the number of deadheads who were crashing the fight club. Theil 
number was on the increase. Most of them posed as seconds. 

The first prelim boy on this particular night came through with an €)- 
tourage of eight handlers, The Gunner halted them wn their way to the 
ring. While he was grilling the first of them, the seven remaining skulls 
wiggled by and were at the ringside. 

He finally let the first one go, as his credentials were in reasonably good 
order. 

Then the first prelim boy's opponent came through. 
number of handlers. At this the Gunner lowered his sights and let 
have it. 

“Sixteen handlers,” he thundered with well-placed incredulity, “whe in 
hell is fighting here tonight—the North and the South?” 
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PICTURES 3 


Riskin Setting Films (in 22 
Languages) for Reoccupation 


Hollywood, May 9. 
2Ians of OWI, to work on the psy- 
chology of conquered nations through 
the medium of films were given fur- 
ther help yesterday (Mon.) with the 
arrival here of Bob Riskin, overseas 


| 


| 


film division chief. Former top writ- | 


er returned from London after a 20- 
month absence to begin lining up 
cutters, producers, writers and other 
technicians, and arrange with the 
studios for production of 12 docu- 


|into indie production. 


mentary films_for release in liberated | 


territories following the Allied ad- 
vance. 

Both documentaries and feature 
shorts will be shown in these lands 
with documentaries being put out by 
various studios at their own expense. 
These films will be shown in addition 
to documentaries being produced in 


'tien of the War Production Board. 


the east, as well as 40 entertainment | 


features shown annually in 
tries overseas. 

Riskin also wants to huddle with 
the studios on 
regular skeds which will be of bene- 
fit in the creation of friendship 
abroad, and also in the hope that the 
ideas will be of sufficient financial 
merit to rate production. 

So far, filins have been titled in 22 
languages, even Japanese, and will 
be dubbed as soon as actors can be 
found to do sound tracks. Riskin will 
stay here for two weeks before re- 
turning east. 


Par’s 1943 Earnings 
$16,140,821, Equal 
To $4.30 on Common 


Paramount 
sent stockholders in 


coun- 


annual report 


ideas for features in | 


Travis Goes Indie-wards 


Hollywood, May 9. | 

Mervin Travis made a_ friendly | 
agreement to terminate his contract 
as general manager for Smith &| 


Aller, Ltd.. handlers of Dupont film | 
stock, with the intention of going 


Before joining Smith & Aller, 
Travis was assistant to Harold Hop- 
per, chief of the motion picture sec- 


Ed Alperson's 6 
Pix Prods. Via UA 


E. L. Alperson has signed a deal | 
to release six pictures through | 
United Artists. He has options on 
10 story properties from which he, 
plans to select six for his initial pro- , 


| duction slate. 
Alperson is scheduled to leave 
New York for the Coast in a few 


| during 
official 1943 earnings, | 


last week, reveals slight change from | 
Original estimate about a month ago, | 


corporation winding up last 


with net profit of $16,140,821 or $1,-) 


WILLKIE’S ‘ONE WORLD’ 


$09,171 increase over 1942. The net 
amounted to about $63,000 increase 
over estimates, equalling $4.30 on 
the common against $4.74 for 
discrepancy being caused by an in- 
crease in common shares to 3,752,136 
as compared to 2,933,717 in 1942. 


Report to shareholders 


year) 


1942, | 


| tion 
reveals} 
total income of $145,237,866 with op-|} 


erating profit before interest, income) 


taxes, etc., being $50,521,092. 
provision for U. S. and foreign in- 
come taxes and excess 
totalled $28,283,452. Corporation’s 
earned surplus at end of past year 
amounted to $38,676.044. 

Par’s total current assets 
$66,137,600, with net working capital 
of $42,305,603. During year, interest- 
bearing indebtedness of 
and consolidated subsids re- 
duced about $13,000,000. After giving 
effect to this reduction, total funded 
debt on Jan. 1 this year due after 
One year amounted to $18,037,362. 

Company noted that all its 6% 
first preferred was called 
demption in 1943, Par now 
only common stock 
Also noted that although new bor- 
rowing was reduced to $10,000,000 as 


having 


of first of this year, this debt has| 


Rep’s “Earl Carroll’s 


been reduced presently to $8,000,000 
by additional prepayments since Jan, 
1, 1944, 


Ben Goetz West, Thence 
Back to London for M-G 


Ben Goetz. who left for Hollywood 
On Monday (8), returns east in a 
week and thence to London again. 

He is Metro's production chtef in 
England, and has been on this side 


POWWows. 


Par's | 


weeks to set up individual director- 
star package deals. He will not pro- 
duce personally, though heading up | 
all operations, lining up story prop- 
erties and setting up production, and | 
will headquarter in the east. 

Understood Alperson was offered | 
financing by both east and west coast 
bankers as soon as his deal with UA | 
became known to financial insiders 
several weeks ago. Alperson made | 
his deal with UA while on the Coast | 
the company huddles there 
recently. He had been mulling plans 
for going into independent produc- 
tion for the past six months. 


out interference, in contrast to the} 
troubles encountered by houses! 
which concentrate on Hollywood 
product. True, they haven't any 
| really strong fare and, in fact, the 
Astoria, which is the Nazi release 
spot, has even begun running an- 
cient Berlin-mades shot before the 
Bavarian paperhanger bullied his 


DEFINITELY SET TO 60 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Darryl Zanuck has _ definitely | 
placed “One World” on his produc- 
slate to follow “Winged Vic- 
tory,” the producer announced fol- | 
lowing his return from N, Y. huddles 
with Wendell L. Willkie. 
Also skedded is “Rickenbacker: 


{the Story of an American,” which 


profits tax! 


were 


company | 


for re-| 


outstanding. | 


will undergo script revisions before | 
lensing. 


Gary Cooper's Int'l 
Deal As Producer-Star 


Hollywood, May 9. 


Gary Cooper signed a dual con- 
av 
tract with International Pictures to 


function as producer and_ actor. 
Company is being organized for his 
first two-way job, slated to start late 
this summer. 

Cooper recently wound up a star- 
ring job in “Casanova Brown” for 
International. 


Vanities” on Prod. Sked 


Hollywood, May 9 
i “Earl Carroll's Vanities” is latest 
i film slated for Albert J. Cohen's pro- 


duction roster at Republic, with high 


budget rating and top name cast 
planned to boost the show. 

Carroll will have no part in mak- 
|ing the film, except for use of his 


Cortland Fitzsimmons ha 
task of writing the original 


name 


drawn 


| story. { 
over a month for N. Y. and Coast | 


Nick Schenck, Mayer West 


Nicholas M. Schenck and Louis B. | 


Mayer were slated to leave New 
York for the Coast yesterday (Tues.) 
accompanied by Frank Orsatli and 
Jack Potter. 

Mayer has been in the east for 
several weeks conferring on story 
Properties, radio plans the 


Loew’s, Inc., pension plans. 


Rathvon on Coast 

N. Peter Rathvon, RKO president. 
left New York for the Coast early 
this week. 

He will huddle with Charles W. 
Koerner on production plans for the 
coming season, 

S. Barret McCormick, head of, the 
RKO advertising and publicity de- 
partment, leaves for the Coast at the 
weekend. Trip is for a product look- 


see, and to line up future advertis- 
ing and exploitation campaigns. i 


| films, dailies and other methods con- 


| stuff is still to be found in profusion, 


| atlantico, 


| were once 


| announced that all locals throughout 


y RAY JOSEPHS 
Montevideo, May 9. 
Although diplomatic ties with the 
Axis have long since been suspend- 
ed, Nazi propagandists using radio, 


tinue to spread their Wilhelmstrasse- 


flavored poison in Argentina with 
comparatively little difficulty, ac- | 
cording to an on-the-scene 


survey | 
just completed by “Variety.” 

All the official break with Hitler- | 
land seems to have done is to switch 
the propaganda to a somewhat more 
subtle line. But the outright Nazi 


this entirely apart from the Farrell | 
military regime’s strongly totalitar- | 
ian-flavored efforts, which smack 
more than a little of the Unter den 
Linden pattern. 

Since open communications across 
the South Atlantic are denied them, 
the Nazis pick up most of their 


cally and then feed it out to their 
own radio stations and dailies. Radio 
@rieto in B. A. for example, con- 
tinues to give out with its 
of what goes in the war: interspersed 
with ads from blacklisted companies 


like the German-controlled Bayer 
Aspirin (not to be confused with 
the U. S. firm), Siemens-Shuckert 


electrical supplies, etc. 


version | 


30-Year Job 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Sol Wurtzel will have worked 
exactly 30 years with the same 
organization when he checks off 


the 20th-Fox lot on May 15. 
He joined Fox Films as secre- 
tary to William Fox three dec- 


ades ago and remained with the 
company after its merger with 
20th-Century. 

His last picture is the Laurel- 
Hardy comedy, “The Big Noise,” 
which winds up with added 


|} scenes this week. 


UA Huddle Put 


current news via DX, rewrite it lo- | 


Over to May 15 


| Scrambled affairs of Unted Artists 
assumed a more complicated aspect 
towards the close of last week when 
the UA stockholders meeting, sched- 
j}uled for Friday (5) at Wilmington, 


In place of funds formerly sup- | Del., to vote on the amendment of 
plied by the German Embassy, Axis | the company charter, was unexpect- 


radio outlets in Argentina now get 
their coin from German banks like 
the blacklisted Banco Aleman Trans- 
which are still allowed to 
run without interference. Nazi firms 
—there are almost 1.500 on 
Sam's black-list. none of them inter- 
vened by the Argentine government 
—also kick in to pay the freight. 
Nazi filmeries like the Astoria and 
the Alvear, are still operating with- | 


way into power. 
banned in the Reich be- 
cause they were megged by Jewish 
directors or had Jewish actgrs. Sup- 
plies of newsreels, chief «Nazi film 
effort, have also slowed down appar- 
ently because the British are keep- 


| ing a closer watch on Spanish ships 
on which they were formerly smug- | 


gled in. 

Majority of radio outlets, 
houses, papers, etc., are, of course, 
pro-democratic and don't the 
sentiments of the Nazi propaganda 
organs, but in no other country in 
the hemisphere are the Nazis so suc- 
cessful as in Argentina. 


. 
silare 


SMALL’S MASON’ PIC 
FROM 40-YEAR-OLD PLAY 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Edward Smal! has _ purchased | 
screen rights to the 40-year-old play, |! 


“Are You a Mason?”, from Para- 
mount, and plans it as a Franchot 
Tone starrer. Second tarce 


Small has bought, first being “Up In 
Mabel's Room.” 


Play was written by Leo Detrich- 
stein and was produced on Broad- 
wav in early 1900s, being filmed by 
Par in 1915 Plans to star Jack 
Benny were shelved by Par, and the 
rights were sold. 


Full AGVA Dues By USOers. 
Hollywood, May 9 

USO entertainers must pay full- 

Ame} Guild of Variety} 

Artists dues henceforth. and waiv-| 

ers are no longer permitted. 


Florine Bale. AGVA Coast chief, | 


ican 


tion have been so advised 


HOPE'S LID LANCED 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Minor operation on Bob Hope's! 


evelid caused a shift in the shooting 
schedule on “Sylvester the Great” at 


Gold yn's. 


Star out of action for about a 
week. the result of a recurrence of 
an infection contracted a year ago 
while entertaining troops in Haiti. j 


Uncle | 


Many of these pix | 


film 


edly put over until May 15. 

Present at the meeting were UA 
execs and representatives of all the 
owner - members, Attorneys for 
Charles Chaplin came prepared to 
submit a brief protesting the move 
to amend the charter 


tion matters of any owner-member 
would be eliminated. 

Meeting came to an abrupt finish 
| when Isaac Pennypacker, Philadel- 
phia attorney representing Mary 
Pickford, moved to put over the 
meeting No explanation for the 
move was vouchsafed by any UA of- 
ficial. 


| time been called for this week. 


See Gillham Move To 
UA After New Board 
Directors Appointed 


Conclusion of a pact whereby 
| Robert M. Gillham, head of the Para- 
mount advertising and publicity de- 


will move over to United 
of that 
awaits appoint- 


partment, 


Artists as head company’s 
ad-public ty 


a new UA board of direc- 


setup, 


ment of 


tors 

Gillham has reportedly accepted 
terms which will result in the shift, 
and has so notified Par execs. He 
will succeed Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., 


former UA ad-publicity head now in 
the Army. 

Pressure has been put on UA 
execs to settle the current exploita- 


| tion department uncertainty by pro- 


who release their films 
United Artists. The present 
uncertainty as to who will head the 
resulted, in at least 


ducers 
throug! 


department has 


») instances, of the postponement 
of ad-publicity campaigns on two 
forthcon y release 

In going with United Artists, Gill- 
ham wv join Neil Agnew, forme 
Par distribution v.p., and Hugh 
Owen. his assistant, who left Par to 


handle sales for David O. Selznick 
J , producer of the 


You Went 


and 
“Since 


thcoming, 


Away.” 


iol 


Martin Moves to Metro 


On Three-Way Ticket | 


Hollywood, May 9. 


Metre has signed Charles Martin | 
to a triple contract, which calls for 
producer-writer- | 


his services as a 
director, through a deal consummat- 
ed by the William Morris Agency. 


Martin was producer of the Ger- | 


trude Lawrence radio show during 
the past season and held production 
reins on the Philip Morris airer for 
the last five years. 


whereby, in| 
° 
effect, the veto power in administra- | 


It is understood that a meeting of | 
| the UA board of directors has mean- | 


alll Deal for Purchase of Loew's Stock In 
AGENTIN ' M&B Would Give Rank Control Abroad 


* Reported deal for the purchase of 


Loew's, Inc., stock holdings in the 
| ntetropolis & Bradford Trust, jointly 
iby J. Arthur Rank and 20th-Fox will, 
if consummated, give the British oo- 
;erator the strong trading position 
| for which he has been angling for 
many months past. 
| Deal, which 
} 
| 


has not been con- 
firmed by Loew’s. Inc.. executives in 
U. though there are per- 


| sistent reports from England. would 
give Rank 1214‘ more of the M.&B. 
stock, of which he already owns 
51%. 
| Though the pact between 20th and 
| Rank may call for the appointment 
of an operating committee. on which 
20th would representation, 
| where it has none now in the actual 
|; operation of the M.&B. interests, 
| Rank would have complete control 
| with over 63% of the stock. 
Unconfirmed reports from England 
are that Spyros Skouras and Ran'x 
,may agree to the handling of some 
| Rank films by 20th-Fox in the U. S. 
| This arrangement, if approved, 
| would likely We for the placing of 
/a Rank representative in the 20th 
| exchanges to handle contracts, with 
the 20th distribution department 
handling physical distribution. 


PAR WILL HAVE 28-30 
PICTURES BY DEC. 31 


No longer laying out budgets and 
| planning on a seasonal] basis, usually 
| from Sept. 1 to the following Sep- 
tember, Paramount for the calendar 
year ending Dec. 31 next will pro- 
| duce from 28 to 30 pictures. Y. 
| Frank Freeman, v.p. over the studio, 

so declared prior to leaving for the 
| Coast Sunday evening (7). He had 
intended leaving earlier but was de- 
layed. ; 

Freeman stated that at present 
Paramount had a total of 21 pictures 
either completed or before cameras, 
exclusive of the five pictures which 
were recently screened and are now’ 
being sold but haven't been released 
as yet. This would bring the total 
up to 26 


Todd’s Pix Prod. Plans 


Mike Todd is lining up story prop- 
| erties for his new film production ore 
| ganization. 
| Legit producer plans to leave New 
York for the Coast in a week or 
two to set production plans. 
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CENTURY-FOX 
SHOW SCHEDULE 


BUFFALO BILL 
MOVIETONE NEWS 
MARCH OF TIME 
PIN-UP GIRL Trailer 


« 
‘ 

, 
ba essir, the trailer on PIN UP GIRL 
goes on at 6: 
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New Studio Labor 


Contracts, With 


30-407, Pay Hike, Seen As WLB Test 


Hollywood, May 9. + 


New film studio contracts, calling 
for 30-40°, wage hikes, will test the 
strength of the War Labor Board's 
“Little Steel” formula when they are 
‘submitted for approval, a_ studio 
exec revealed upon his return to the 
Coast from union sessions in the 
Fast. WLB has consistently refused 
to allow more than a 19‘, boost but 
union chiefs expect to show thai 
raises are nct out of line with pre- 


vailing scales when explained tilts) 
work. | 


are in field of occasional 
Brackets include nurserymen, swing 
gang in affiliated Property Cratts- 
men Local 644, and certain classifica- 
tions of sound technicians. 


Studio reps are opposed to deals) 


on grounds they would not be ac- 
ceptable to WLB, but pacts will be 
submitted with minimum scales re- 
verting to old contracts if fixed by 


Board. New negotiations, under the, 


circumstances, would be opposed by- 
studio heads because of length re- 
quired to frame present ones. 

Pat Casey, producer labor contact, 
returned to the Coast, said negotia- 
tions could have wound up in a week 
if union demands hadn't exceeded 
the “Little Steel’ formula, He said 
the unions are hiring experts to 
handle the case in order that WLB 
can be given proper presentation otf 
facts. 


20th Has No Deal Set 
To Release British Pix, 
Says Connors at Meet 


20th-Fox is not committed to re- 
lease any British or foreign pictures 
at present. Tom Connors, company’s 
gales chief, stated at a tradepress 
luncheon at the Astor hotel, 
York. last Wednesday (3). 
was enthusiastic about 20th business, 
citing that bookings per picture as 
well as dollar volume this season is 
ahead of previous years. He believed 


the company would increase its ap- | 
exploitation | 


propriations for radio 
and that 20th is considering its own 
air show. 

While viewing television at present 
as in its infancy, Connors expressed 
his belief that eventually telecasting 
may become a factor in the film busi- 
ness. He thought the film business 
should wait and see if television can 
be harnessed to the theatres before 
moving in at the conclusion of war. 
Connors said 20th had no policy as 
to future use of films in telecasts. 

Connors had discovered on his re- 
cent visits to different exchange cen- 
ters that the No. 1 topic of interest 
among exhibitors is television. He 
said 20th probably would hold re- 
gional meetings this year in- 
Stead of a convention. 


sales 


FETE JOHN HICKS, JR., 
25 YEARS WITH PAR 


In recognition of 25 years of un- 
brokem sales duty to Paramount, 
executives of the company tendered 
a luncheon-tribute to John W. Hicks, 
Jr., v.p. in charge of the foreign de- 
partment and member of the 
ot directors on Friday (5) at 
Hotei Astor, N. Y., at which 
veteran, 58-year-old executive. re- 
ceived the plaudits of Barney Bal- 
aban, president, and other top men 


board 
the 


the 


of the company. 
Hicks, who onnginally operated 
two theatres in Missouri, his home 


State, became a film salesman in his 


New | 
Connors | 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Ben Bogeaus signed Merle Oberon 
|} as co-star with Franchot Tone in 
|“Dark Waters.” to be directed by 
| Andre De Toth, starting-May 15 at 
|General Service studios. 
Backgrounds and_ special scenes 
j are now being shot in the bayou dis- 
trict of Louisiana. , 


Snag in Pension 
Plan, Loew's Meet 


Is Stalled Again 


Loew's, Inc., annual stockholders 
meeting, usually held in December 
or January and recently planned for 
, June 6, Nas again been postponed 
, owing to unexpected difficulties re- 
; ported in finalizing the proposed 
| Loew’s pension plan. 
|! Proxies. slated to be sent out Sat- 


urday (6) calling the meeting for 
June 6 and outlining the pension 


outline presented to the Securities 
Exchange Committee, to whom it 
was recently submitted when it ap- 
peared that final approval from the 
Internal Revenue Department had 


from accounts. 


cies are asking for more changes in 
the pension plan, though company 
toppers two weeks ago believed that 
they had been officially given the 
green light on the proposals, 


BRISKIN’S ASTORIA 


Briskin 
list, New 
York for the past few weeks making 


Sam who 


army retired has been in 


a survey of the Astoria Studios and | 


setup of Army Pictorial Service for 
Col. 

W isle an 
serine 


outfit. 

Understood Briskin has made rec- 
ommendations for a change in opera- 
tions of the APS outfit that will be 
put into effect within the next week 


One of recommendations is that Lt. | 
Col. Manny Cohen function as pro- | 


duction head of tne setup,:- with Lt. 
Col. Paul Sloane continuing as head 
|of the Beverly Hills office of the 
unit. Col. Frank Capra, it is under- 
stood. will have a top executive spot 
with Col. Munson in general opera- 
tion. 


U.S. War Pix 
Canada’s 6th War Loan 


Ottawa, May 9 
“Memphis Belle” and “Shining Fu- 
ture,” films produced by U. S. firms 
have top billing in theatrical promo- 


tion of Canada’s Sixth Victory Loan 
drive, teamed with “Fifth Chri 
is.’ made by Canadian overseas 


service film units. 


J. J. Fitzgibbons, Famous Plavers- 


earlier days in the midwest, and Canadian chief and chairman of the 
finally in 1919 joined Par as aj|Can. Motion Picture War Services 
branch manager Committee. states that with 140 


Stone’s Beauty Roundup 


Hollywood, May 9. 


Next picture to be produced by | 
Andrew Stone for United Artists re- | 
lease will be “Miss America.” a mu- 


Sical roundup of beauty prize win- 
hers from 48 states. 


Tunefilm will be made in Techni-| 


Color with a budget well above 


$1,000,000. Starting date will depend | 


on the facilities at the Technicolor 
plant, 


prints of “Future” and 50 of “Christ- 
lmas” playing 1,218 dates, the Sixth 
| Loan Drive films have greatest cov- 


|erage ever given any film in the 
Dominion. 

 Par’s Regular Divvy 


the $1.60 


Paramount maintained 
annual dividend rate, established 
last year, last week when directors 
declared the regular quarterly of 40¢ 
on the common. 


Divvy is payable July 1 to stock-;| 


holders on record June 12. 


Oberon, Tone for ‘Waters’ 


plan, were held back. The pension} 


been granted, has been recalled for | 
further study and possible revision. | 


SURVEY FOR ARMY 


was placed on} 


‘ 
Munson, who is succeeding Col. | 


oi “ihe 


> 


| At one tim® turning a cold shoul- 


der to an approach made for the} 
unionization of film salesmen and 
bookers throughout the country, this 


national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees now stands ready to give 
serious consideration to this field of 
employees. 

In consequence. it will consider the 
matter at the meeting of the execu- 
tive committee in St. Louis the week 
prior to the convention there, start- 
ing May 29. 
film peddlers and bookers. recently 
begun in Chicago and 
branch points, is spreading through- 
out the country and already includes 


N. Y.. where a veteran salesman is 
sounding out sentiment in the ex- 
changes. A prime mover in the 


direction of nationwide 
is Oscar Olson. business agent of the 
Milwaukee operators’ union, who was 


riety Club there. 


among many members of the craft to 
noint out that the training required 
for that matter—is apparently not 
reminded that the distributors have 
sought deferments for these people 
because they are 
i/In Los Angeles, through a hookup 
with the Screen Office Employees 
Guild there, they threatened to tie 
up the studios, and got 
wanted. 


Chicago Managers 
Chicago, May 9. 
Movement is under way here for 


Unionizing 


| the formation of a theatre manager's | 
Understood that government agen- | 


union and both the AFL and CIO are 
sparring for jurisdiction. While CIO 
|organizers have been contacting 
managers for the past couple of 
weeks. it is reported that they have 
made little if any headway. A pre- 
vious attempt to organize the mana- 
gers by the CIO a year or more ago 
met with failure. 

It is expected that Gene Atkinson, 
newly-elected business 


tors’ Union, Local 110, will ask for 
an AFL charter for a managers’ 
union at the IATSE 
St. Louis May 29, although Clarence 
Jalas. his assistant, denies that Local 
110 has any such intention. 


Mors., Cashiers, Et Al, 


Of 75 Skouras Theatres 


the heels of the 
managers, a 
the 
reported 


Close on 
zation of 
cashiers of 
RKO circuit, 
is well 
of similar employees of the Skouras 
heatres in 
upstate 


organi- 
ssistants and 
metropolitan N. Y. 
a movement 
under way for unionization 
circuit, embracing 75 
N. Y., Westchester county. 
iN. Y.. Long Island and New Jersey. 
George P. Skouras is head of this 
| eastern chain of theatres Antici- 
| pated that if a majority of managers, 


assistants and treasurers of the 
Skouras circuit go Inior it 
vil e thout immediate affiltatic 

er With AFL oO! CIO i 
the RKO union known as the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Operating Man- 
izers, As stant & Cashier Guild 
Following numerou neeting ye fore 
the Wa Labor Boa ju tior 
las pee conceded to t} jor Vel 
the men and women who have joined 


up The 


diction ovel 


IATSE 


CHAPLIN VS, SELZNICK 
TO BE TRIED IN N.Y. 


challenged 


Appellate Division of 
supreme court has sustained the rul- 
ng that the Charles Chap! action 
against David O. Selznick be tried 


in N. Y. 

Selznick’s had moved to 
have out on 
the erounds that the idants were 


the 


the lawsuit throw: 


defe 
California corporations and that 
plaintiff therefore could not insti- 
the 


Cast. 


‘tute legal proceedings in 


being about two years ago, the Inter- | 


Movement to organize | 


unionization | 
at One time chief barker of the Va- | 
While it is questionable whether | 


the vast majority of salesmen would | 
go for a union, there is no hesitation | 


to become a film seller—or a booker, | 


appreciated by the bosses, although | 


“so indispensable.” | 


what they | 


manager of | 
the Chicago Motion Picture Opera- | 


convention in} 


In N.Y. Area Organizing 


UNION FOR SELLERS, 


+ 


‘Selling Small Bonds Pix Industry's 


Today and Every Day 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Columbia has assigned a 79-day 
shooting schedule on “Tonight and 


Every Night,” the longest since the 
filming of “Cover Girl.” which 
tablished a 


ithe lot. 
Program calls for 28 days of music 
sequences, 49 days for dialog and 


three days for montage. 


Milwaukee, | 


‘Honored Hundred 


Showmen-winners of the “Hon- 
War Loan drive, who 
(Tues.) received citations 
U. S. Treasury Dept. in Washington 
for their efforts as “E” bond sales- 
/men, will spearhead the industry's 
Fifth War Loan drive. 
nell, national chairman of 
| dustry’s campaign June 12-July 8. 
has called the first all-industry mass 
; meeting today (Wed.) in 
; ton to outline the bond-selling cam- 
paign plan and induct the 101 show- 
men winners of the contest as a spe- 
cial advisory committee for the Fifth 
War Loan. 

| Distributors, meantime, launched 
| one of the important phases of the 
industry campaign when meetings of 
all branches managers and salesmen 
(Continued on 10) 


page 


MISS. FLOOD FORCES 


| 


St. Louis, May 9. 


two in Illinois have been 
for more than a week due to 
| highest flood in a century that swept 
down the Mississippi. 
due to high 
| livery of Louis 


films from St. 


Biggest Job, Says Bob O'Donnell 


R. J. O'Donnell, national chairman 


changes to 400 flicker houses served | 


| from this burg. The 

are at Bland and Morrison, Mo. and 
Valmeyer, II. 

At the flicker 


houses closed | 


house in the latter | 


town Pvt. Joseph W. Watson of Camp | 


Ellis, Ill, who was on duty helping 
to protect the levee against the high 
water, was found seriously shot. He 
| was removed to the Scott Field, Ill 
army hospital and all details of the 
mysLerious. shooting were withheld. 


Erbb Succeeding Owen, 
Who Joins D.0.S. June 1 


Although there has been no offi- 
cial announcement of the move, 


Hugh Owen leaves Paramount June 
1 to join Vanguard (David O. Selz- 
ole 


nick) in N. Y. as general sales man- 
gery under Neil F. A 
cently Was appointed v.p. In cnarge 
of worldwide distrib on for the ol 
ganization. He has received a con- 
tract 

His post of eastern-southern divi- 
sion sales manager at Paramount 
expected to be filled by William 
Erbb, New England district ale 


manager for the company, with Al 


Kane, branch manager at Boston, re- 


ported moving up to succeed hin 
over that district, embracing the 
Boston, New Haven, Albany and 
Buffalo branches. Johnnie. Moore, 


sales manager at Boston 
to replace Moore as branch chief. 


Is expected 


NEBENZAL IN N. Y. 
Seymour Nebenzal, 
“Summer Storm” starring 
Sanders ahd Linda Darnell, 
be released by United Artists, ar- 


producer of 
Georze 
s00n to 


rived in N. Y. Monday (8) from the 
Coast. 
He ‘is contemplating a remake ol 


film he producéd six 


France. 


“Mayerling,” 
i;years ago in 


ored Hundred” contest of the Fourth | 
yesterday | 
from the? 


R. J. O’Don- | 
the in-|} 


One flicker house in Missouri and} 
shuttered | 
the 


Closed roads, | 


water, delayed the de- | 
CX- | 


‘on record 


| Campaign, last week stated that 


| bonds 


es- | 
record for longitude on ' 


0 Spearhead Sth 
War Loan Drive 


Washing- 


3 CINEMAS TO SHUT 


of the industry’s Fifth War Loan 
“the 
Treasury Department has set the 
biggest goal in the sale of Series E 
for the Fifth War Loan- 
$6.000,000,000—and selling those 
small bonds is the job of the motion 
picture industry.” 

In a series of confabs with Hollv- 
wood groups on the drive, while on 


the Coast last week, O'Donnel! out- 


lined the task which the industry 
has been called upon to assume. He 
pointed out that during the Fourth 


War Loan the nation bought 69.000.- 
000 individual bonds, but that the 
‘ifth War Loan must set a better 
record to achieve the Treasury aim 
of selling $6,000.000,000 in bonds of 
$1,000 or smaller denomination. 
“Fortunately.” he said, “we have 
an industry organization perfected 
by experience and with this organi- 
zation the industry can do the job, 
We have had a magnificent response, 
In Our first meetings, from the trade 
press, the newsree!s and advertising 


Le >| 


managers in New York.. Distribu- 
tion is perfectly organized, with 
every film salesman mobilized. and 
we have the backing of 16,000 thea- 
tre Operators who have supported 
the previous drives.” 

O'Donnell last Monday (8) ap- 


pointed 63 exhibitor state 
to serve in the drive. 

Executive staff of the industry's 
Fifth War Loan committee left N. Y. 
last Monday (8) for Washington for 
the first all-industry mass 
meeting. 


chairmen 


regional 


“Road te Victory” Short 
Hollywood, May 9. 

“Road to Victory;’ War Activities 
Committee short to be shown in con- 
ection with the Fifth War Loan 
drive, is to be released nationally to 
first run theatres May 18. 

One-recler, produced by Jack L. 
Warner, has cast including Cary 
Grant, Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, 
Charles Ruggles, Dennis Morgan, 
Irene Manning. Jack Carson, Jimmy 
Lydon and Olive Biakenéy. 


Three-Ply Operation 
Of RKO Theatres Being 
Tried Out for 3-6 Mos. 


the RKO theatre 
under two divisional 
heads, James M. Brennan and Sol A. 
Schwartz. with Harold Mirisch as 
chief film buyer-booker for all the- 


Division of cir- 


cuit operation 


atres, is reportedly being tried out 
for a period of three to six months. 
The three members of the operating 
unit. from account are on about 
un equal footing in matters of de- 
termining policy. 

Malcolm Kingsberg, however, is in 
effect the top theatre operating 
exec owing to his previous close ase 
sociation with that devartment. 


Whether the current operating 
group of three will b continued 
permanently is not considered likely 


Chances 


head 


that a sing 


will in due course be ap- 


are 


pointed 


Meantime 3rennat of the 
RKO N. Y. met yolitar irea thee- 
it ! Le (5 

executive 

Cha B. MeDonale 1g 
the ofthe l 
monti vill supel e RKO houses 
lyn, Quee wie lo r 
Vanhatt 


clive in 
last weck 
covered two 
placing the 

outstand- 
had 
De- 


U's Regular $2 Divvy? 


Action of Universal 
declaring $1 dividend 
explanation that it 


quarters is regarded a 
shares. only one 
regular $2 basis U 


last 


common 

ing, on a 
declared 

cember, covering 1943. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, board 
man, stated to the directors that in 
the future dividends would be 
on a quarterly basis and that the $1 


a $1 on common 


chair- 


any 


divvy should be considered as cover- 
ing first two quarters this year. 
Divvy is payable May 31 to stock 


May 17. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, May 10. 1914 
HEADLINED | 
Ve | 
| "20th CENTURY-FOX presents BERMUDA MYSTERY | | 
, with PRESTON FOSTER ANN RUTHERFORD | 
CHARLES BUTTERWORTH and Helene Reynolds | 3 
Jean Howard Richard Lane * Roland Drew 
John Eldredge * Theodore Von Eltz* Pierre Watkin 
Jason Robards * Directed by Benjamin Stoloft 
Produced by William Girard * Screen Play by 
W. Scott Darling * From a Story.by John Larkin 3 
2 COOPERATE WITH UNCLE SAM. WAC RECRUITING WEEK MAY llth THRU 17th, 


Wednesday, May 10, 1944 


VARIETY 


PICTURES T 


New Singer Circuit Prexy Meets 
His Managers; Exchange Briefs 


Omaha, May 9. 

Mort Singer theatres powwow 
held here over weekend so members 
from Iowa and Omaha could meet 
prexy Joseph Berne of Cleveland, 
successor to the late Mort Singer. 
John Redmond, of Chicago gen. 
mgr., also present. Berne spoke to 
managers - telling them continuation 
of policies and getting assurance of 
cooperation from all. House heads 
present were R. H. McIlvaine and 
Harrison, Wernimont, Brandeis, 
Omaha; John Dostal, Orpheum, Dav- 
enport, Ia; Robert Whalen, Or- 
pheum, Sioux City, Ia; Jerry Ble- 
doew, Orpheum, Waterloo, Ia.; Andy 
Talbot, Iowa, Cedar Rapids; Paul 
Dermin, Strand and Capitol, Mar- 
shalltown, Ia. 


James Morgan Upped 
Albany, May 9. 
James Morgan new manager of the 
Delaware, WB local nabe. He had 


been Andy Roy's assistant at the 
Stanley, Warners’ ace theatre in 
Utica. Morgan was promoted to 


manager of the Delaware after the 
veteran, Oscar J. Perrin, moved up 
to the class Madison, and Al La 
Flamme had come down to the Ritz, 
B first-run spot. George Sweet, who 


+ 


has had a stage-showbusiness back- 
ground, is the new Warner man, vice | 


Morgan, in Utica. 

Jere Spandau. Universal manager 
here for last four years, transferred 
to similar position in Buffalo. John 
Scully becomes district manager cov- 
ering Boston, New Haven, Albany 
and Buffalo. Gene Vogel, for years 


Metro salesman in Albany, succeeds | 
Vogel joined U as field) 


Spandau. 
rep a year ago. 


Jonn C, Hearns’ Division 
John C. Hearns appointed division 
manager in charge of RKO Theatres 
in Trenton and New Brunswick. 


Hearns was formerly RKO division | 


manager under Lou 
Brooklyn and Queens. 


Goldberg in 


Hockey Star Named Manager 
Pittsburgh, May 9. 
Theatres are getting their mana- 
gers where they can find them these 
days. Hockey season recently closed 
(Continued on page 16) 


RKO’S PENNSY POLKA 


|equipment, is estimated to stand at 
| $95,000. 


Coast Indie Operators 
Register Squawks On 
Chain House Plans 


San Francisco, May 9. 

Independent Theatre Owners of 
Northern California sent letters to 
the Office of Civilian Requirements 
and the Department of Justice, ask- 
ing equal rights with distributor- 
controlled circuits in the building of 
new theatres in this sector. Indies 
express concern over reports that a 
major circuit plans to construct eight 
new houses in the Bay area. Letter | 
said, in part: 

“While we do not believe that eight 
new theatres are needed here, I am 
authorized by our membership to 
advise you that if, in the opinion of 
the Office of Civilian Requirements, 
any new theatres are necessary in 
this area. independent theatre own- 
ers-already operating in this locality 


and not in violation of the anti-trust | 
laws, are themselves ready and will- 
ing and financially able to provide 
additional theatre facilities at any 
point or points requiring them.” 
Letter was signed by H. V. Harvey, 
president of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Northern California. 


New Coast House Okayed for F-WC 
Hollywood, May 9. 

Application to build a_ 1,200-seat 
Class A permanent theatre at Point 
Loma, Cal., has been okayed for Fox- 
West Coast by the War Production 
Board and bids are being accepted 
now for immediate construction of 
the house. Cost of the theatre, which 
will be called the Loma, without 


Town now has a population of 
| 100.000 within a three-mile radius 
and theatre is expected to relieve! 
seating shortage. Federal housing | 


i sioned officers and families, 
within 


BALLYHOO FOR ‘GLORY’ 


Casey Robinson, producer-director 
of “Days of Glory” for RKO, and 
Tamara Tamanova, who heads the 
cast of the film, are scheduled for 
a series of personal appearances in 
conjunction with the Pennsylvania 
statewide preem of “Glory.” Robin- 
son and Tamanova are slated to ar- 


rive in Philadelphia June 3, with 
“Glory” opening June 9. 
Terry Turner, RKO exploitation 


chief, has hired the Cossack Chorus 
(of the Met). consisting of 27 vocal- 
ists and two dancers, for a tour of key 
Situations in Pennsylvania 
“Glory” opens. 


projects fo1 


40,000 and Marine and} 
Navy units, 


housing non-commis- | 
are also | 
short distance of projected 
theatre, showing demand for hurry- 
up construction. 


‘MONO BUYS LAND FOR 


where } 
Group was report- | 


edly engaged for a minimum of four | 


weeks at $3,000 weekly. 
Troupe starts out about May 13, 
appearing in costume in schools, war 


tying in with the Fifth War Loan 
drive. 

Pennsylvania radio net of approx- 
imately 22 stations has also been 
lined up to sponsor the preem. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Polly Bailey. 

Dorothy Bennett 
Norman Blackburn. 
Smiley Burnette. 
Richard Compton. 
Jean Hersholt. 
Johnny Johnston. 
John Joseph. 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus. 
Natalie Kalmus. 

Dr. Herman Lissauer. 
Leo McCarey. 
Rudolph Monter, 
Seymour Nebenzal. 
John U. Reber. 
Joseph Schrank. 

Ted Sisson. 

Tim Whelan. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Bern Bernard. 

Y. Frank Freeman. 
George Geisler, 
Ben Goetz. 

George Jessel. 
Tyler Mason, 

L. B. Mayer. 
Frank Orsatti. 
Jack Potter. 

N. Peter Rathvon. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Frank Sinatra. 
Ethel Smith. 

Paul Whiteman. 


| the company. 
plants and other public places, and nn 


POST-WAR EXPANSION 


Hollywood, May 9. 

In a move to enlarge studio space, 
Monogram has acquired a 100-foot 
strip of property adjoining plant, 
running between Commonwealth and 
Hoover avenues, with equal frontage 
on each street. In addition, Mono- 
gram has taken option on another 
50 feet adjoining this. 

Plan is to erect stages on this 
property after the war, but for time 
being bungalows, now standing on| 
land, will be used to house writers 
and provide additional offices for 


Sues United Artists 

On ‘Voice in Wind’ 

Suit against United Artists in N. Y. 
supreme court by May Davis Marte- | 


| net, claiming authorship of “Voice in | 


the Wind.” seeks a restraining order | 
to prevent UA from distributing and 
exhibiting the film. Arguments on 
the plea for a temporary injunction 
were heard yesterday (Tues.). The 
action also asks for an accounting of 
the profits. 

Plaintiff wrote an 


charges. she 


original novelette using the title 
which was published in McCall's 
mag in August, 1942. Authoress 
claims film rights were reserved to | 
her. | 


Post-War Outfit Formed 
For Industrial Expo 


Pat Powers, former 20th-Fox ex- 
ploiteer, who served as aide to Major 
Leslie Thompson in the creation of 
the War Center, N. Y., for the Third 
War Loan Drive, has formed Post- 
War Expositions, Inc., for the pur- 
pose of exhibiting post-war Ameri- 
can industrial plans at Madison 
Square Garden. 

Powers, president of the new cor- 
poration, stated that the new exhibit, 
to be known as “Post-War America.” 
will be a presentation of the new- 
est devices. improvements and _ in- 
ventions in products to be offered 
the buying public when industry can | 
return to normal, peacetime func- | 
tions. 


| order 
the union’s next meeting in June. | 


Macgowan Will Steer 


Par's ‘Hearts’ Repeater US John Joseph Also Strong For 
Radio to Offset Dailies Ad Cuts 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Production reins on “Our Hearts 
Were Growing Up,” Paramount's se- 
quel to “Our Hearts Were Young 
and Gay,” have been turned over to | 
Kenneth Macgowan. | 

Cornelia Otis Skinner-Emily Kim- 
brough yarn will have Gai! Russell, 
Diana Lynn, James Brown and Bill 
Edwards in the leads again. 


May Prod. Peak 
For Par, WB 


Reserve Decision On 
Transfer of Assets 


Of Acad. of Music, N.Y. 


+ Universal is developing its radio 


department in an effort to fill the 
void created by newsprint shortage 
and harsh restrictions on space per- 
mitted motion pictures by newspa- 
pers, according to John Joseph, U's 
ad-publicity director, currently in 
N. Y. for homeoffice confabs. Joseph 


Decision was reserved Friday (5) | iS in the east to conclude plans for 


by Judge John C. Knox in N. Y. 
federal court after hearings were 
concluded on objections to a pro- 
posed settlement plan under which 
the Academy of Music, on East 14th 
street, N. Y., and other assets would 


-be yestored to the trustees of the 


Hollywood, May 9. 
High spot for the year in Para- 
mount will be reached on May 22 
when seven features and one Tech- | 
nicolor short will be in front of the 
cameras. 


Technicolor briefie is “Star Bright.” 
one of the Musical Parade series. 
Starting in the next three weeks 
are “Fear,” “A Medal For Benny,” 
“Here Come the Waves,” “Kitty” and 
“Out of This World.” Continuing 
production are “Two Years Before | 
the Mast” and “Murder. He Says.” 

Production on the Warners lot| 
reaches an all-time peak this month 
with six newcomers added to the 
five already in work. New starters 
are “Objective, Burma,” “Christmas | 
in Connecticut,” “The Corn Is 
Green,” “This Love of Ours,” 
“Strangers in Our Midst.” “Holly- 
wood Canteen” and “Of Human 
Bondage.” Holdovers from April are 


“The Doughgiris.” “To Have and | 
Have Not,’ “Roughly Speaking.” | 


“The Very 
“Give Me This Woman.” 


CHI OPS UNION WILL 
EXPEL GEO. E. BROWNE 


Chicago, May 9. 
George E. Browne 


Expulsion of 


from membership of the Chicago 
Theatrical Protective Union. Local! 
No. 2, from which he rose to presi-| 


dency of the IATSE, was recom- 
mended last week following the lo-| 
cal’s election of officers. Expulsion 
is expected to be ratified at 


Recommendation 
Browne, now serving a_ federal 
prison sentence for extortion, was 
made by a special investigating com- 
mittee appointed two months ago 
by Larry Cassidy, local president, | 
who reported they had obtained suf- 
ficient evidence to expel him. Much} 
of the evidence, it is said, is based! 
on testimony given at Browne’s trial 

All incumbent officers of the local 
were reelected last week, the opposi- | 
tion candidates failing to muster 
enough strength to oust the old slate 
of afficers. Returned to office are) 
Cassidy, prez: Frank C. Olsen. sec- 
retary-treasurer, and William L 
Schraut, v.p. Olsen, who was in of-| 
fice during the Browne regime,| 
polled the most votes garnering 221 
out of the 317 cast. Union has a 
membership of 450. 


Studio Contracts 


_ the theatre until 


| O'Keefe, 


Fox Theatres Corp., by the Ktima 
Corp., a Skouras subsidiary. Skouras 
Theatres Corp. obtained the theatre 
property and other assets from the 
receivers of the Fox Theatres Corp., 
pursuant to an order signed by for- 
mer Judge Martin Manton of the 
Circuit Court of Appeals on Jan. 15, 


1937, which they turned over to 
Ktima. 
Approval by the court of the 


settlement will gain creditors of Fox 
close to $2.500,000 on gross rentals of 
1956, plus an ad- 
ditional two-year option on the lease, 
with Skouras as the lessee paying an 
annual rental of $175,000. Under 
the proposed plan Skouras starts 
paying as of March 1, 1944. 
Objections to the proposed plan 
were voiced by John Leahy, who 
stated that he represented two St. 
Louis creditors, 
ments totaling $1,494,000. He told 
Judge Knox that Judge George H. 
Moore of St. Louis had instructed 


Thought of You” and. him to oppose the approval unless | velopment of 


attorneys fees and expenses are paid | 
by defendants, Skouras, Ktima and 
others, who were charged with con- 


spiracy to bribe a Government agent | 
and indicted in 1940. Judge Manton, | 


who ordered the 
Skouras, was 


assets be sold to | 
convicted for accept- 


ing a bribe and sentenced to a two- | 


year prison term. 

The proposed settlement plan was 
submitted to Judge Knox after ex- 
tensive negotiations by Robert Aron- 
stein, attorney for the Bank of At- 
lanta, one of the large creditors, and 
Irving Levey, attorneys for the trus- 
tees. subject to the approval of the 
court, 


for dismissal of} 


ONLY KEY SALES EXECS 
 ATU’SL.A. MEET JUNE 5 


Universal has set its annual sales 


meeting for Los Angeles at the com- | 


pany studios, starting June 5. Gen- 
eral sales chief Bill Scully states that | 
this session will supplant the usual | 
convention held in N. Y. or} 
Chicago. Attendance will be limited 
to key executives, thereby eliminat- 
ing the usual general sales confab. 
Idea is to conserve on transporta- 
tion. 

Scully leaves for the Coast May 22 | 
to outline further details of meeting. | 
Among those scheduled to attend the | 
studio meeting will be E. T. Gomer- | 


sales 


sall, his assistant to Scully, and F. J. tor of 


A. McCarthy, Fred Meyers and A. J. 
divisional sales managers. 
Scully pointed out that the manage- 
ment felt it most important for key 
sales execs to attend a meeting at 
“our manufacturing center, where 
they may see first hand what is do- 


99 
| ing. 


Hollywood, May 9. | 

Dale Van Every, writer, PRC. 
Mel Blanc. screen voice, renewed, 

Leon Schlesinger. 
Martha Tilton 
pact with PRC. 


inked a four-yeai 


Elyse Knox signed by Biltmore 
Productions for two years. 

Gregg Tallas signed as film editor 
with Angelus Pictures 

Claire Trevor. actress, RKO. 


John Calvert, actor, Columbia 
Rene Hubert, dress designer, 20th- 


| Fox 


Eleanor Parker, player, optioned, 
Warners. 


Sally Bliss. player, Columbia. 


Vincent Graef, acter, 20th-Fox 
Lynn Merrick, player, optioned, 
Columbia. 


Robert Nathan, writer, Metro. 
Peggy Stewart, player, Republic. 
Loren Tindall, actor, Columbia. 
Jean Sullivan, player, renewed, 
Warners. e 

Raymond Hatton renewed, Mono. 

Paul Henreid, optioned. Warners. 

I. J. Freling, cartoon director. re- 
newed, Leon Schlesinger. 

Glenn Miller. now in the Army, 
inked a post-war pact with 20th- 
Fox. 

Joan Caulfield, player. Paramount. | 

Virginia Belmont. player. RKO. 

Vera Hruba optioned, Republic. 


Coast Minnie Picture 
Outfit Readies Oaters 


Hollywood, May 9. 


New company, known as Major 16 
Productions, has been organized here 
to make westerns in 16-mm. Coda- 
chome Filming starts next month 
with Russell Wade and Jay Kirby as 
co-star Members of the outfit, in 
addition to Wade and Kirby, are 
Alar Stensvold cameraman, and 
William George, financier 

Wade is under contract to RKO, 

| but has been granted permission to 
work on loanout for Major 16. Kirby 
has appeared in several Hopalong 


Cassidy pictures produced by Harry 
Sherman. 
the 16-mm camera field. 


PAL BIDS FOR ‘BARNABY’ 


Hollywood, May 9. 

cartoon creation of 
Johnson for newspapers, 
into motion pictures via 


“Barnaby,” 
Crockett 
may get 


George Pal’s Puppetoons. 


Pal has opened negotiations for 
rights to use the character with the 
cartoonist and Field Publishers, dis- 
tributors of the comic strip. 


Stensvold is a pioneer in| 


/the company’s next six months in 
radio. 

| Joseph found the newspaper sit- 
| uation on amusement advertising se- 
rious. He said that some dailies 
| won't permit film companies to buy 
'run-of-paper space away from the 
theatre directory, but charge it 
against the rationing quota of the 
picture house where the distribu- 
tor’s film is playing. 

“Basically, Universal plans its ra- 
dio as direct advertising except 
where special ideas can be devel- 
oped,” Joseph said. “It is possible 
to employ the same soit of exploita- 
tion we formerly used in newspa- 
pers in certain tieups. For example, 
‘Phantom Lady’ lent itself admirably 
to this type of exploiting, our radio 
time being framed about a contest 
to locate a missing woman in dif- 
ferent communities from key de- 
scriptions. 

“The company does not intend to 
have its own radio show, plans now 
calling for use of radio time to over- 
come the growing deficiency § in 
newspaper advertising. Radio ex- 


holding two judg-} penditure is to take up the lag in 


the ad program.” 

Joseph will do two things while 
east until May 20. First will be de- 
the homeoffice radio 
division;@ secondly, set radio com- 
|mitments for 20 cities. Spots hav- 
|ing wide radio penetration, such as 
Chicago, Boston and Cincinnati will 
be employed. He said the studio ra- 
dio program had been used to build 
|}up new people on U’s roster. Film 
players are not s»notted indiserim- 
inately, and are used at their stand- 
ard radio salaries. 


BRITISH BUY PICTURE 
PAINE BIOG 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Film biography of Thomas Paine, 
protagonist of democracy during the 
American Revolutionary period, wiil 
be made by Gabriel Pascal in Eng- 
land, instead of Hollywood. as 
originally intended. Mike Levee, 
acting for Franchot Tone and Frank 
Tuttle, who held an option on the 
Howard East yarn, sold it to Pascal. 

Hollywood biggies turned thumbs 
down on the controversial subject, 
on the theory that it contained tvo 
much international dynamite. 


Midelburg’s Metre 
Reward After 20 Yrs. 


Charles Arnold Midelburg, opera- 
the Capitol, Charleston, W. 
Va., has been selected as the 20-year 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer showman as 
part of the campaign being deve!l- 
oped by Metro to commemorate its 
anniversary. 


Midelburg is to be a guest on the 
Culver City lot. will meet Metro 
stars at the studio during his stay 
there, tour the technical departments 
and will be shown first-hand how 
pictures are made 
| Metro is underwriting the tour for 
Midelburg and his wife, who arrive 
in N. Y. May 11, and leave the fol- 
lowing day for the Coast, because he 
has bought and played every Metro 
subject for the past 20 years. 

Midelburg is being tendered a 
luncheon by Metro Friday (12) at 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y. Among com- 
pany execs scheduled to attend are 
J. Robert Rubin, David Bernstein, 
C. C. Moskowitz, Joe Voge!, William 
Rodgers, Howard Dietz, Si Seaciler 
and E. M. Saunders. 


| Cartoonists’ Tele Ideas 


Holly wood. May 9. 

Demands by the Screen Cartoon- 
|ists Guild for 20% of the b.o. takes 
; on reissues and television have been 
|nixed by film producers who want 
ito extend no cut at all. However, 
'the SCG plans to make demands on 
a broader scale, with coin to be 
given to former employees in the 
armed forces. 

Negotiations were recessed with 
the understanding that counter- 
| proposals will be submitted by the 
| majors 
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VARIETY WAR 


—- 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


On the theory that a new studio manager must prove his economic worth 
by eliminating unnecessary expenses, One of them hopped on a $300 annual 
item covering room and board for a dog, used as a double for high-salaried 
canines. New manager not only wiped the item off the books, but called 
in the kennel owner and sold him the hound for $300. A few days later, 
while he was still congratulating himself on his business acumen, the 
manager was handed a bill for $150 by the new owner of the dog for 
services in front of the camera. The manager had neglected to tell the 
bovs in the various studio departments that the four-legged actor had 
been sold. Now the studio pays $25-and-up per day when it needs a pooch. 


Some murmurs and growls in Tent No. 11, Variety Club in Washington. 
because Fulton Lewis, Jr., was invited to be a luncheon guest. Lewis. in 
his after dinner remarks, took occasion to sound off on glowing Republican 
prospects, giving the isolationist Washington Times-Herald a chance for 
headlines. Lewis is a Hearst columnist, a radio reactionary who has been 
against subsidies, persistently follows the line of the GOP. This was the 


first time that Variety club was thrust into the political arena at its 
luncheon meetings. Proposed as a counter-measure, that Lowell Mellett | 
be invited to give the liberal side of the picture. 

In the lucky 100 managers, whose showing in the Fourth War Loan was 
superior, was Jack Foxe, of Loew's Columbia, Washington. Since a trip 
to D. C. for him would be no novelty, compromise was arranged whereby 
he will be given the equivalent in cash, or an opportunity to take-a vaca- 
tien trip to some other city. 


Slick magazine writer, who has panned Hollywood and its people on 
his periodic visits in the past, established a new speed record getting 
eut of town on his latest trip to the picture center. Although the weather 
was warm, the scribe was chilled by the reception ne got and whittled 
his three-week stay to three days. 


PAULETTE SEES NEED 
FOR NEW FILMS IN CBI 


Home from a_ 38,000-mile USO- 
Camp Shows tour of the China, Bur- 
ma, India theatre of war, Paulette 
Goddard last week voiced the same 
complaint expressed by other enter- 
tainers, namely Al Jolson and Jack 
Benny, that soldiers overseas were 
seeing old films and not. the latest 


See Need For 
Shows at Anzio 


There has been no entertainment 
at Anzio beachhead yet,- reports a 
high-ranking working in 
Aimy inorale invthe Mediterranean 


officer 


| hospitals, camps and overseas enter- 


releases. 

The actress, visibly affected by her | 
experiences, was the first woman | 
Camp Shows entertainer to visit the 
isolated CBI area, in a unit consist- 
ing of herself, actors Keenan Wynn 
and William Gargan, and Andy Ar- 
cari, accordionist, 


HVC Registers Tibbett 
As 3,000th Performer | 


Hollywood, May 9. 
With Lawrence Tibbett singing on 
a short-wave program to troops in 
China. Hollywood Victory Committee 
rang up a total of 3.000 performers 
who have donated their services to| 
the war effort since committee was 


war theatre, who has just returned 
from abroad. Bivouae areas right in 
back of Cassino, where reserves, Q.M. 
corps and other troops supporting the 
front are located, have no entertain- 
ment. An artillery installation on 
a hill five miles from Naples may 
be isolated for weeks. It’s these iso- 
lated need entertain- 
ment, says the officer, not the troops 
back in Naples or Algiers. 

(Editor’s note—USO-Camp Show 
Officials advise that this doesn’t jibe 
with reports they've had. Some of 
their talent report on being up in 
Italy at front lines between infantry 
and artillery positions, with artillery 


troops who 


fire going over their heads. USO 
aiso states this macter of routing ; | 


During that time the 3.000 actors, 
actresses and musical artists have} 
made more than 26.000 individual ap- 
pearances and travelled  3,000.000 
miles to entertain American 
on the war front. In addition they 
have sold more than $3,000.000.000 
worth of war bonds. 


talent is entirely up to Army Special 
Services). 

The officer, an ex-G.I., who didn’t 
wish to be quoted, feels that Army 
Special Services hasn't yet mastered 
the old problem of supplying men 
at the front with the entertainment 
they sorely need. Fighters in com- 
bat zones resent’ the elaborate en- 
tertainment set up in rear. areas. 
They also resent talent afraid to t 
come out to them. And they get 
annoved when talent comes home to 
Say they've been at the front. “The 
boys get the home papers and read 
the interviews. They have: strict 
ideas who's been at the front and} 
who hasn't,” he acded. 


troops 


U.S. Rollcall i | 


It's Major MeCleery Now 
Washington, Mav 9 | 
Capt. Albert K. McCleery, former 
Charles K. Feldman contract write) 
and director, upped to major in the 
Signal Corps 
His most assignment here 
has been as syecial aide to Gen. Si: 
Thomas Blamey 


A Show Biz Accolade 


recent 


commander-in-chiet 


London. /of the Australian armv 
Editor, “Variety” 
Show business can well be proud Par Studios’ 58? in Service 
of its wonderful contribution, not | Hollvwood, May 9 
only to the war effort but in main- | Paramount has 58? former em- 


morale. in | ployes s in various branches of the 
wow Dusiness would probably walk | armed forces, according to check-up 
around the corner to see the USO} on studio personnel 
shows we get. yet over here ons | Of this number, 326 are in Army 
couldn't ask for anything better. Ajand 190 in Navy. with others scat- 
little bit of everything, something | tered among Marines, Coast Guard, 
that each and every boy in the audi- Merchant Marine. Wacs. Waves and 
ence will appreciate and sure to | Spars. 

mention in his letters home. How | ‘ 

they have adapted themselves to | Norman Siegel Not in Yet 
Putting on shows. in the most un-| Cleveland Press radio editor Nor- 
believable Places is a triumph in it- | man Siegel. 37'2 
self. The units put on a show that is|;was all set for 
Clean and wholesome. All those I 
have seen in the last few months | plied for a Navy 
hay € not had a smutty or vulgar line! time. 

in them, yet they get more laughs | —- 


years and a pappy. 
the Army when the 
over-26 rule stalled him. Hes ap- 


commission mean- 


| shortage as 


| ther free 


| of current film roles or radio pro- | 


than you can imagine. You have to! 
see one going over to really under- 
stand how much they are appreci- 
ated 

Regardless how little anyone's con- 
nection may have been in show busi- 
Ness, they can be assured that after 
this mess is over the boys in the 
service will never forget those who 
Caine over to entertain. Don’t only 
refer to the Hopes, Martha Raye, Al 
Jolson. but the lesser known persons 
» Pestaogs As a paper devoted te the 
rte all its branches you would 
re $ right by helping to keep 
© Hames of those entertaining over- 
en in your paper as often as pos- 
$1078, Pvt. A. Alan Levin. 


Texas Theatre Folks Called 
San Antonio, May 9. 

Jack Chalman. ad-publicity man- 
ager. San Antonio Interstate Thea- | 
tres. to Navy. 

L. B. Gottschall, film salesman, to | 
Navy. 

Johnny Blocker, Abilene manager, | 
to Army. 

Charles 
manager, 


Snyder, Interstate city | 
Denison, to Navy. | 


2 From Buffalo to Colors 
Buffalo, May 9 
formerly Shea‘s 


Walter Burgon, 


Hivp staff. Navy. 
Cathryn Cochrane. RKO for last : 
14 vears, Waves. 


jlin, Cal, to Ft. Bliss. 


Canteen Gets Face-Lift 

Stage Door Canteen, Wesi 44th 
St.. N. Y.. shut down for altera- 
tions and redecorating Sunday 
(7) night. Service men present 
at the time were told to advise 
others that the spot soon will be 
reopened by the American The- 


USO-Camp Shows 


ACTIVITIES 9 


Legit Experimental 


Unit in Iceland Clicks: Ask for More 


atre Wing, which finances the 
Canteen. Sign outside the oasis 
reads: 

“Stage Door Canteen’ will be 
closed from May 8 until June. 
No, we are not taking a vacation. 
After 26 months of active service 
we have found it necessary to 
pull into port for a general over- 


USO-and-sos 


London. 

Frank Brown (& LaVelle) recov- 
ering satisfactorily from an intestinal 
operation. 

Ellis & Lucas have no trouble re- 
membering when the war started. It 
hauling. We will reopen, bright- was declared on their first wedding 
er, _gayer, cooler and better anniversary. 
equipped to serve you. Al Verdi 


Washington Huddle To 
Decide H’ wood Policy 


has a slant on the inVa- 
Sion jitters. “I don’t go out nights 


I have a profile like Goering’s!” 


ish ballerina married to a U. S. 
Lieutenant in the AAF, did 15 weeks 
in the Mediterranean, came back to 


On Fifth Bond Drive UK and had a week off betore start- | 


Whether Hollywood Victory Com-| ing on another 10 weeks, but didn't 
mittee will send film personalit es out! get to see the guy, what with him 
on bond tours or whether they will | having moved and not getting hi» 
be used for the “Purple Heart” hos- | mail. 

There may be nothing to it, but 


pital circuit will be thrashed out at | : 
a huddle in Washington tomorrow, Capt. Ted O'Sullivan, who handles 
much of the army side of the USO 


(Wed.) between R. J. O'Donnell, na- | 

tional chairman of the motion pic- | tours, was a football and basketball 
ture Fifth War Loan Committee: Ted referee as a civilian and nobody ever 
Gamble, head of the Treasury's War | won an argument with him in those 
Finance Division, and Brig. Gen.! days. Barney Oldfield. 
Joseyh Byron, in charge of the Army a 


Special Service division handling SOL LESSER’S ‘CIVVIE’ 


tainment tours. 

Washington meeting follows hud- 
dle ‘on the Coast last Friday (5) 
between O'Donnell and an HVC of. 
Kenneth Thomson, HVC chairman; | 
Marco Wolff, executive administra- | 
tor; Robert Spears, acting chairman | pe $25,000, with the producer plan- 
of the talent committee, and Fran- | ning a refurbished script. The pic 

| 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Film rights to “Civilian Clothes” 


chot Tone. Hollywood session re- will be released immediately after 
sulted in decision to let Government ! the end of the war. 
and high military officials in Wash-| Silent version of the stage play 
ington decide on what talent allot- | was produced by Par in 1920 with 
ment should be made to give the’ Thomas Meighan starring under the 
greatest service to the nation in the ! direction of Sam Wood. 
next several weeks. bo 

HVC faces an unprecedented talent 
result of heavy studio 
production schedules, the withdrawal 
of two-score name personalities into 
the armed forces. Fifty players have 
made overseas trips in past. six 
months and are unlikely to have fur- 
time in the near future 
Several stars are now overseas and 
still others are leaving at the end 


A Job, Too—Dick Dudley 


London. 


Editor, “Variety”: 

Reading “Variety” from cover to 
| cover brings me to the conclusion 
that you are not giving Special Serv- 
ice its rightful coverage. 
the men of showbusiness are in SS. 
| companies and doing just as fine a 
job as the USO. Our company has a 
complete orchestra led by Baron EI- 
Committee’s call on Washington of- liott of Pittsburgh, and a teatime sex- 
ficials to settle the problem neces- | tet directed by Al Goldman. One is 
|} hot and the other sweet and they 
|} furnish music for dances wherever 

needed. On the theatrical side we 
Theatre Wing Skits have Herb Schriner, Joe Twerp, Mil- 

° ° borne Christopher, Hal Monte, Oscar 

Aid ‘Don’t Talk’ Drive , Lopez, Bob ~ thd Charlie Pick- 


Washineton. May 9. | ard and myself, all from professional 


grams. Many players are already 
committed to hospital tour routes set 
up by the War Dept. 

Such a talent drain made Victory 


sary. 


American Theatre Wing's Wash-| life. Recently, James Cagney joined 
ington Victory Players. in con-| our show for a brief tour, and did 
junction with the OWI, presented a | 4 good solo act, spinning a few gag 


preview today (Tues.) of a sketch , Yarns and singing and dancing. He 


designed to help OWI's “Don't Talk!” 
campaign for war security. Sketch 
was given for Army, Navy, FBI and 


ty 


gave a dancing lesson demonstrating 
the steps of Primrose, Fred Stone 
and Bill Robinson and then his rou- 
Doodle Dandy.” of 


tine from 


OWI bigwigs. and will be presented 
course, Cagney was showered with 
in USO canteens over the U.S t th 
attention wherever he went: a ne 
N. Y. Victory Players also gave ste . 
USO crowd are 
two performances on the same theme S 
. . ' 4 NO What about the actor in spe 
at Stage Door Canteen in Manhattan 
clal Service He is first of all a 
before it shuttered for alteration id t} 
soiaier and mu PO tnrougn 
CDVO will do the same skit in all 
: ular infantry basic. He has to learn 


parts of N. Y. to shoot a gun and keep it clean: 
shine his buttons, do KP, guard duty, 

J t Lik T CQ. march, drill and do everything 
us IKe arawa any soldier does. Then he 
Hollvwood. May 9 hours to put on a show He is do- 

Radio actress Florida Edwards was ing everything that the USO guys 
awarded $8,170 damages by Superior | 4G gals are plus the army 
Judge Henry M. Willis for routing It’s not the easiest thing in 


Dick Dudley 


doing 
injurie 


the world 


she claims to have received while 
jitterbugging with a Marine. while 
Hollywood Cantes Bern Bernard, Stander 
WLISS awards, who Was 
hostess at GI spot, originally asked Honorably Discharged 
17.250 damages for hepcat crackup Bi coinéidence Bern Bernard 
Hollywood agent and producer, an 
ILL. EXHIBS’ $275,289 TO R. C. Lionei Stander. the actor. both of 
Chicago. May 9 vshom a longtime friends and who 
Illinois theatres collected $257.289 , co-produced “Native Son” on Broad 
for the Red Cro according to final | ' amor other plays, were both 
figures. Of this. $161,300.83 came scharged from the Army the same 
i from patrons of Chicago's 300 thea- dav last weekend. Bernard. a hero 
of the Italian invasion, got his 


res 

Leading circuit collections here 
were: Balaban & Katz. $51.475: War-| ing malaria 
ner Theatres, $20.238: Essaness Thea- | Stander, 
tres, $13.637: Jack Rose houses 
439. and Allied Theatres, $65.510.| toe, likewise was 


medical discharge because of linger- 
contracted in Africa. 
who always was bothered 


honorably  dis- 


Outside of Chicago, Balaban & Katz- charged. 


Bernard, who is en route to Holly- 
wood, will return in 10 days or so to 
line up a concert tour for 
Ellington's orchestra with a Negro 
ballet, staged by David Lichine. with 
music by the Duke, working 


Great States theatres led with} 


$65.510. 


Sgt. Arnold Transferred 
Sgt. Phil Arnold, who before ine | 
duction, was vaude nitery 


new 


emcee. transferred fram Camp Cal-/ 10 conjunction with William Morris, | 


| Jr., of the Morris agency. 


anymore.” he says. “In the blackout, 


Prudence Hyman (Beckley), Brit-| 


REMAKE OF PAR OLDIE. 


Many of} 


$10.-| by a bad foot because of a broken.! 


Duke | 


@ Well satisfied with results of an 
| experimental unit sent to Iceland six 
months ago-—first femme legit group 

o go overseas—Special Services 
| there has asked for more USO-Camp 
| Shows. Ten such units have gone up 


since, Experimental unit, which 
went up last October, consisted of 
Molly Dodd, Parker McCormick, 


Miriam Stovall and Betty McCabe. 
Four girls had stock or radio experi- 
}ence previously. 

| Girls played “The Doughgirls” and 
“The Drunkard,” three months each. 


G.I.’s, several professionals among 
them, had tryouts for male roles. 
Two .Red Cross girls helped in 


“Doughgirls.” “Drunkard” was done 
in old music-hall style, with G.L 
audience sitting around small tables, 
and singing waiters (G.I.’s_ serving 
food and soft drinks), for first night- 
club atmosphere in Iceland. 

| Shows were put on in specially 
| constructed Nissen hut in one town, 
'G.L.’s being brought in from various 
outposts to see them. Capt. Paul 
Baker, ex-Baylor U. (Texas) prof, 
directed drama for Special Services, 
j and built sets and props. Girls took 
clothes along, but “Drunkard” cos- 
tumes had to be sent from England. 
QM made negligees used in “Dough- 
| girls.” 

| Girls were in on leave in N. Y. 
recently, but have returned to Ice- 
land, 


FIVE USO CAMPERS 
OFF ‘V’ LOOP JUNE 3 


Five USO-Camp Shows will be 
_taken off the Victory circuit, June 3. 
| This is in line with usual summer 
policy, fewer units being needed 
since larger audiences can be 
reached outdoors. 


have been bought from Paramount | 
by Sol Lesser for a price reported to | 


| Units taken off will be “Town 
Topics’ and “Say When” tva- 
| riety) “Male Animal” (egit) and 
| “Musical Echoes” and “Camp to 


| Camp Concert” (concert). These 
| units, involving 32 people, have been 
| out since last October. There are 29 
|} units in all on the Victory circuit 
| playing this country. 


War Dept’s Negro Pic 
Can Now Be Released 


“The Negro Soldier.” film produced 
by the War Dept., can again be dis- 
tributed by the War Activities Com- 
mittee of the Motion Picture Indus- 
try via the vacating Tues. (9) by 
Federal Judge Alfred C, Coxe of a 
temporary stay recently granted by 
Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard. 
The film depicts Negro soldiers’ ac- 
tivities in the war. Action was 
brought by Negro Marches On. Ince., 
producers of a similar film, “We've 
Come a Long. Long Way,” based on 
the same theme. 

Distribution of “Negro Soldier,” 
the plaintiff alleges, unfair come 
petition by the Government with pri- 


yate enterprise. The War Depart- 
ment’s film, distributed on a gratis 
basi will cause lo of investment 
on. the film, which distributed 
moaitee basi it is alleved 


Affidavits of John F. McCloy. as- 
secretary ol War: Truman 4 
Gibson, Jr.. civilian aid to the Secre- 
tary of War: Taylor Mills. associate 
chief, Bureau of Motion Pictures, 
Office of War Information, and Fran- 


vice-chair- 


istant 


cis Harmon, executive 
man of the WAC, wers 
Assistant 


submitted by 


aitorney William 


Lynch who stated that interference 
with the War Dept.’s plan to distrib- 
ute the film would seriously intere- 
fer j the i effort and prog- 
of wal Alko opposing the in- 
netior Va ittorney for the Na- 
tional, Association for the Advance- 
ent Co ed P opie who 
wanted to submit brie! put Judge 
Co i Yo keep our orice! I 
do tr k I eed it indicating 
trongly that | vould deny the in- 
inction 


Lt. John E. Daly Killed 
In Action Over Europe 


Lt. John E. Daly. Jr. son of John 
E. Daly. head of office mail and tele- 
graph department of Loew’s, was 
killed in action on April 11, accord- 
ing to word received by his family. 
He was based in England. Lt. Daly 
was among the first pilots recently to 
have earned the Air Medal for five 
completed missions. 
| The son of another Metro man, Lt. 
| Robert Ripps, whose father is Ralph 
Ripps. booker at company’s Albany 
exchange, has been reported missing 
jin action over Germany. 
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10 FILM REVIEWS ARI Wednesday, May 10, 1914 
' 
Gaslight and the group which had been killed Miniature Reviews | German Wehrmacht wW os eae | sieetane where Tito Guiza; has @ 
Metro release Arthur Hornblow, dr., pres |in the bomb raid. Brilliant dialog | roughshod over its enemies. Us | fo owing, — 
@iction. Stars Charles Boyer, Ingeid Rerg- | and excellent performances, as weil “Gaslight” (M-G) Charies jswictly for houses showing Soviet |_ Pi imarily this is the singer-guitar. 
mar Fos Coiter features Bare as thoughtful, imaginative direction | pix, jist’s project from beginning ty end 
J. st, Db M Wi pI . by Edward A. Blatt. neatly sustain B she os a Bergman - Joseph | The clips are notable in that they And he more than holds his own, 
Dr, —— a ee the interest aboard ship on the long Cotten stal red in b.0. meller | present the Battle of Russia from the | Singing, playing and acting his way 
1 ies i voyage There is no place in the adaptation of Angel Street. Nazi side. Intertwined in the 68 min- , through a rather lengthy but Never. 
Joveph ' ‘ ! ‘vu | story for comedy relief “Between Two Worlds” (WB). jutes of film are shots of the mem- | theless interesting farce in which he 
On reaching High Olympus and “Outward Bound” remake should orable occasion in 1933 when Presi- | POE Srays a bourish roue who causeg 
bia MINS. judgment day, Sydney Greenstreet be money-getter, though diffiy | dent Roosevelt announced the re- |3 rich, beautiful heroine to fal} 
‘ a ‘ enters the scene as the examiner cult to sell in smaller towns. opening o! trade with Russia; scenes but hard, oo a : 
j taking his new arrivals one DV one “Fer Those in Peril” ), lof Heydrich s funeral in Prague and Gloria Marin pays a difficr role 
‘ } His periormance Ls exceptionally out- Britis} documentary: worthy ithe last rites for the Hangman in excellently, with strong support from 
pyr standing, and the sequence, though ‘tt; Berlin attended by Hitler; scenes of Test of the cast, but poor direction, 
quite’ lengthy, represents a produc- Secretary of State Hull's flying | camera and othe r technic al aspects 
aA se ‘ ! tional. directional and acting triumph one a ee ; ‘trip to Moscow to clear the way for | Of the picture will hurt its value. 
Gene Hu | FE , finish, the action returns to “Outhlw Frail (Mono). So- the Teheran conference, and finally Sten. 
~ En where Henre d and Mi s estern: dualer iscenes of that historic event with 
have experienced their weird “Internado Para Senoritas F.D.R.. Prime Minister Churchill and 
‘ dream under the if gas i’Girls’ Boarding School”) «Mex- Premier Stalin and their entourages ‘Honored Hundred’ 
Brice el frem ich they are saved by a for- ican). Pleasine musical. present. 
whien rea the “Sel Over Klara” (Songs) Narration, written and spoken by | Continued from page 5 
Patrick Hamilton's London stage “| Sw ) Amusing film Quentin Re ynolds, serves as an ante lin all exchange territories 
melodrama, which is in its third year po ind” the late Leslie How: rd Svenska audiences, called last Saturday (6), or as near 
on Broadway as “Angel Street.” has played the role here assigned to th Lindo Michoacan” that date as possible, by Ned E. De. 
been given an exciting screen treat- Capable Henreid. As the profligate, Songs) | Mex can), ng a through Poland. | pinet, national chairman of the 
bev Arthu® Jr.'s ex disiNus oned reporter, John Gi rfield arredyin farce, w Sng! sh Czechoslovakia, Norway, Belgium | tribution division. At these meetings 
production starring Charles friend sharply Fay girl ‘and France, planned to take Russia | the distribution ehairmen and their 
} duct tarrin anes | friend, an _actress, Faye Emerson One Inch From Victory” (In- in a six-week, three-pronged assault, | committees of exchange managers 
Boyer, Ingrid Bergman and Joseph does very well. George Tobias lends die). Feature length documen- | converging on Leningrad in the | will subdivide and allocate the terri. 
Cotten. It can't miss at the boxoffice tary with interesting clips of | north, Moscow in the center of Rus- tories for individual managers and 
The screen version has retained Nazi side of Battle of Russia. _sia and Stalingrad to the south, | calesmen’s responsibility. 
the play's original title. “Gaslight.” | his part of a scheming industrialist “Hotel de Verano” (Musical) | The Red Army withstood these | Depinet is planning wider use of 
and it is a faithful adaptation, con-| 2, important one, and Dennis King ‘Asivo). Menico’s first try at | assaults in the towns of Kharkov, | a plan by John J. Friedl, who has 
spicuously notable for fine perform=| yates highly as a minister. Others| stper-musicals; okay. | Sevastopol and Voronezh, losing | suggested a» territorial breakup 
ances of the stars and the screenplay | include Sara Allgood, whose per- “El Penon de las Animas” {| them eventually but not before these | nich has worked well in the north 
by John van Druten, Walter Reisch formance is arresting; and Edmund Mexican). Latin version of |Cities were completely devastated) 03. thaer Friedl’s plan, terri 
ana John Balderston, rhe re are Gwenn. Isobel Elsom ind Gilbert R na land of no use to the eneny, 
times when the screen treatment a a we : tomeo and Juliet with severa Noel Meadow, who operates the | teres are divided into zones, with 


verges on a type of drama that must 
be linked to the period upen which 
the title is based, but this factor only 
serves to hypo the film’s dramatic 
suspense where normally it might be 
construed as corny 
sober screenplay and the perform- 
ances, particularly that of Miss Berg- 
man, however, do much to dissipate 
whatever lack of values that element 
might have’ sustained. 


“Gaslight” will be recalled as 


theatrics. Its } 


be- | 


ing the story of a murderer who has | 


escaped detection for many 


years. | 


He had killed @& famous opera singer | 


for her jewels but was never able to 
uncover the baubles. Years later he 


marries the singer’s niece so that he! 


can continue his search for the gems 
in the late singer's home, which has 
been inherited by her niece and in 


which the newlyweds make their 
home. How a young Scotland Yard 
detective uncovers the real identity ! 


of the husband and killer, after the 
Jatter has plotted to have his-young 
vite committed to an 
he can have a 
search of the house, 
citing climax. 
Director George Cukor has kept 
the film at an even pace and has 
been responsible for the film lacking 
the ten-twent-thirt element that has 
been a factor in the stage play. It is 
an apparently expensive production 
in the usual Metro tradition. and 
Boyer, as the homicidal husband, 
Miss Bergman. as the wife. and Cot- 
ten, the detective. have given care- 
fully studied, restrained perform- 
ances that have captured the full in- 
tent of the script. 
the respective roles originally created 
on Broadway by Vincent Price, 
Judith Evelyn and Leo G. Carroll. 


Kahu. 


‘ that 
freer rein in his 
exX- 


isvlum so 


forms an 


Between Two Worlds 


They are playing 


Warner Bros, releuse of Mark Hellinge: 
roduection Stars Joel Paul 
Rrenreia, Sydney Greenstreet and 
Parker; features Ceorpe 
Tobias, George Coulouris, Five 
Sura Allgood, Dennis Wink, lsebel Kisem 
and Gilbert Directed by Maw: 
Blatt. Based upon pl Ontward Bourne 

edito comer: ‘ 1 t 
}ve ewed 4, 44 x 
jime, 1842 MINS 

John ¢ ield 
Henvy Paul Henreic 
Lingle) Cooree (oule 
Mitnine | ve o 
Re Williar s | 
Mrs. Clived Isobel 
Dispatches Leste Matthews 
Clerk Pat Meoore 


An artistic transcription of 
ward Bound,” the Broadway 
hit of 1925. this film was onee 
brought to the screen by Warne) 
Bros. under that title and released 
in 1930. Picture will be a 
money-maker in 


stage 


LOC ai 
spite of its some- 
what morbid theme. The merchan- 
dising will count heavily, especially 
if mass attention is to be captured 


The 


new version, beautifully pro- | 
duced by Mark Hellinger and skill- 
fully acted by a fine cast. has been 
given the very fitting title of “Be- 


tween Two Worlds.” 
tainment on 


t's class enter- 
the allegorical side. 

A modern 1944 opening has 
provided, the locale being an uni- 
dentified port in England from which 
a small assorted group of persons is 
preparing to sail for America. Un- 
able to leave because his papers 


“Out- 


before 


Emery. all good. 
In a technical way. notably the 
photography, “Between Two Worlds” 


represents a superior achievement. 
Char. 
For Those in Peril 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 30. 
Studios release of Michael B 
Preduction Features David Farrar, Raiph 
ue) Robert Wyndham, Joh Slate 


Betten, Directed by Cuarles Crichton 


Screenplay by Harry Watt, J. O. C. Orton, 
KE. B. Clarke from story by Richare 
Hillarv. At Studio One, London, Maret 
Running time, 67 MINS, 


Another worthy companion plece | 


“factuals” 
Victory” 


to the growing list of 
which began with “Desert 


this contribution from Ealing Stu- | 


dios. Except for being too short to 
rate top billing, “For Those in Peril” 
Zlipping and authentic as a 


Ss aS 


| presentation of the Air Sea Rescue 


aren't in order is Paul Henreid. for- | 


mer pianist, who recently had fought 
with the Free French. 


ing by Eleanor Parker, take to the| 


both wanting to die to- 
Meantime, in an air raid the 


Zaspipe, 
gether. 


bus carrying others to the evacua- lof this type film. Add up the credits 


tion ship are killed. 
From here the action 
mystery ship which, it 


shifts 


finally be- 


and 
to a) 


- Some run-of-the-mill dialog and a | 
unbelievable situations will 


revil. 


peen | 


work as “San Demetrio” was an ac- 
tual story of wartime oil tankers. 


Both producer Michael Balcon and , #1 


director Charles Crichton have had 
the advantage of an intelligent script. 
With the exception of a momentary 
glimpse of a pretty barmaid, there's 
not a femme in the big cast, and no 
love interest. Balcon has chosen to 
follow the Hollywood boxoffice 


| formula at the cost of destroying the 


reality of this he-men saga. Two 
outstanding performances are turned 
in by David Farrar and 
Michael among many in picture. 


Story presents the Air Sea Rescue 
for | 
would-be fliers who fail to come up | 
to R.A.F. physical requirements. The | 


service as a dumping ground 


disgruntled, disappointed lads, who 
find themselves at sea in speed boats 
| instead of in planes, learn that their 
job of saving lives of pilots from the 
“drink” is just as important and 
thrilling as the air service. 
Although there is not a _ single 
American accent in this film, it is a 
matter of official record this Air Sea 
Rescue outfit has saved scores of 
Yank fliers from watery graves. 
Camera work, especially montag 
superimposed on actual English 
Channel seascapes, measures up to 


the generally high standard of pro- | 


; duction and direction. “For Those 
in Peril” is tops among English doc- 
umentaries. 


Outlaw Trail 


n elense ot Robert Tanse 
Stars Hoot biel 
ned Chief Thundercloud; features 
l¢ (yw Kendall and 
ren Directed by Tansey, Screenplay, 
ees Kavanapegh, from original by Al- 
Neitz cumera, Edward Kull: 
Ie Puller At N. ¥ theatre VN. ¥ 
lay 3, °44 Running time, 53 MINS 
ble qlibson 
bot Stoele 
rl cloud Chief Thuy 
ce Thornton.. lennifer Hel 
Hionest John’ Travers... Cy Kendall 
Melee (ieorge Ele dae 
bee Bi Fool es 
‘ I: ‘ 
Ken Maynard drops out of the 
Trail Blazers series of westerns in 
this one, but Hoot Gibson and Bob 


Steele are joined by Chief Thunder- 

n tracking down the doers ot 
resulting in a fair hoss opera 
geared for the duals. 

It all revolves about Cv Kendall's 
portrayal of the supposed civic lead- 
er, Honest John, who owns the town 
lock. stock and barrel, collecting 


tribute from all, and issuing money 
of his own, printed by his henchmen, | 
| for 
As result he | 
and his wife. played with much feel- | 


the oppressed ranchers. Come 
the Trail Blazers and the shenani- 
gans are brought to an end. 


| probably be overlooked by devotees 


the debits—credits including 
more than the usual amount of gun- 
play and hard riding—and “Outlay. 


comes evident, is bound for the Great | Trail” is good enough all around. 
Beyond, with Henreid, Miss Perker | 


Sten. 


Ralph | 
costumes are eye-filling. 


votion for his 


ling performers. 


lnternade Para 
Senoritas 
('Girls’ Boarding School’) 
(MUSICAL) 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 
Mauriclo de 


Directed 


elares Stirs 


‘ os releuse of 
by Grilberio 
Mapy 
Prudencia Grifell, 
Luisa Zea, Delia 
Dominguez At 
Running time, 


precvetion 


feniurves 
Cories 
Songs Nlberto 
Relment, N. Muay ‘44. 
bi MINS 

(In Spanish; no English titles) 
A light, frothy 
boarding 


musical about a 


school in 


girls’ 


nt even without English titles. 
ilm should please regular Spanish 
filmgoers. 

Plot has schoolgir] secretly in love 
with literature professor, unaware of 
her affection. Crush is unearthed 
rl is about to be expelled by 
he usually stern director when pre- 
occupied pedagogue declares his de- 
youthful admirer. 

Mupy Cortes makes a pretty. viva- 
cious schoolgirl] and sings and dances 
with equal facility. Emilio Tuero is 
perfect as the shocked and dismayed 
protessor, while Fernando Cortes 
contributes some uproarious scenes 
as another professor. 

Dance sequences are well staged 


Sel Over Klara 
(“Sun Over Klara”) 
(SWEDISH-MADE) 


Mexico, | 
which sceres as pleasant entertain- | 


| Stanley theatre, N. Y., and Maurice 
Lev did an excellent job of editing 
the footage. Reynolds’ dett narration 


aids in holding the picture together. | 


Stein. 
Hotel de Verano 
(“SUMMER HOTEL”) 

} (In Spanish) 
(MUSICAL) 
Mexico City, May 9. 
| Astro Films production @nd distribution 
Pentures Arinenpod. Janice 
Loran Enrique tlerrera, Consuelo 
Jrrerod de Jam: Bhlenquita Amaro, Jorge | 
Carlos  Villarisas, Rafael Tearde 
| Salvator Quire Jose Nuva, and Ramon & 
ltenit Directed by Rena Cardoniu: Ramon 
Reuchi, dance direeter. At Cine Palacio, 
i Mexico City Ru ne time, 95 MENS, 


This is Mexico’s first super musi- 
cal and measures up fairly well. 
Astro Films is reputed to have sunk 
$500,000 (Mex.) in picture, high for 


Mexico. Rene Cardona, film star, 
turns megger for this, and is okay. 


Production has a special interest for 
Americans as it the debut In 
Mexican films of Janice Logan, late 
of Holly. who has joined Sally 
Blane and June Marlowe as Ameri- 
can-Mexican screen players 

story Enrique He. 


vood, 


rera, 


rich idower, is set to marry Miss 
Logan, daughter of an American he 
befriended in his last illness, pact 
| being that when the time comes his 
daughter is to marry him to settle 
i this debt. There is a radio singer, 
fand usual triangle started and cus- 


tomary rows before the happy solu- 
} tion is reached 

i Ramon Reachi contributes much to 
{the vehicle with the dance numbers. 
He also does a ballroom number with 


| chairmanship of 


leader in 
out of 


| The “Honored Hundred” 


| Renita «Mrs. Reachi) that goes over 
(Songs) well. Much of production was | 
elease Kurepa  produetion made at Acapulco, Pacific port-re- 
Persson: feuntures Baubro | SOrt, 
davist, Bjoern Berglund and Stina Stahl 
\. Iingheim. Musie, Al- | 
EP Penon de las Animas | 
week April °44. Running time, 100 | (“The Rock of Souls”) 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 
ars Edvard Persson Clas; production yelease 
Barbro Flodqvist | Stars Jorge Nevrete, Maria Felix: features 
‘ In Sterner | ‘44. 4 110 


Geared for okay boxoffice in U. S 


houses that play Swedish product. 
{ film, about the Bohemian artists’ 
quarters of Stockholm during war- 
time, has a sparse use of English 

btitics. which would leave non- 


audiences in a 
what much of the 
about. 


speaking 
Guandary as to 
humor jis all 

Edvard Persson portrays the prin- 
cipel role. a painter. He performs 
manner and with con- 
personality. The several 


na leisure 
siderable 


songs he does. with possibly two ex- 
cepiions. are sung effectively, and 
the title tune is a catchy, lilting ga- 
Voile 

Yarn finds Persson as peacemaker 
between two impecunious artist 
friends. both rivals for the love of a 
pretty model. He, too, is pursued by 
. ealthy widow. and, in the course 
of making up his mind. situations 
arise, among them an art contest. a 
vedding feast and other extraneous 
sequences that seemingly lend them- 


much humor but nurse the 
to an unwarranted 100 
Sten. 


selves to 
footarc 


minutes. 


along 


One Inek From Vietory 


(DOCU MENTARY) 


Soop Tres ions release of Robert Ve- 

se praduction Commentary written wand 

ed by Qhypentin Reynolds. Noel Meadow 

rpe «af promtuction: supervised hy 

lanrice hey Reviewed in projection room, 

N. Y.,. April 24, °44 Running time, 68 
MINS. 

This is a documentary assembled 


from captured German films shown 
n Nezi newsreels in Berlin, occupied 
France and South America for prop- 
egunda purposes, at a time when the 


| (In Spanish: with English Titles) 


This heavy dramotie piece reveals 
the great stride which Mexican pro- 
auction has made within the past few 
years, maki its film industry a 
lead conte r for the Latin- 
American maik Picture should do 
very well in Spanish language 
houses 

A Latin vers'on of Romeo and Ju- 
liet, containing all the pathos and 
tragedy of the work from which it 
vas adapied, the film emerges as a 
sensitive, poignant tale of love. ven- 
ecance and deat) infolded to the 
accompaniment of finé musical back- 

rou! 

Maria Felix. a new star. who com- 
bines beauty and talent, vives an ex: 
periormance ant 
should become a favorite with South 
American audiences 

The characterizations of Jorge Ne- 
vrete and Rene Cardona as opposing 

ains, are equal as effective 
W e the rest of the cast contributes 


Que Linde es Michoacan 
(“Beautiful Micheacan”) 
(SONGS) 

(MEXICAN-MADE) 


Clase Stidios Rodriguez 
Produetion, Dive ed bv Ismael Ros 
rit fent s G Marin 
Angel Giavass, \ ‘ Minuel Menedoz, livita 
Munoz, Doloves ¢ Mining Due 
\ Siovy, Ernesto Cortazar; musie, Frans 

SCO Dominguez: came Jose Rae 
hie Reviewed at Belmont, N. Y.. April 
<1, ‘44 Running time, 105 MINS, 

(In Spanish with English titles) 
} A pretenious oroduction by the 


| largest film studio in Mexico City, 
made in the tropical province of Mi- 
choacan, this picture should garner 


and 


a designated branch manager 
; salesman responsible for each zone, 
| Every exhibitor in the U. S. will 
be contacted by branch managers 
and salesmen for active participation 
in the Fifth War Loan. Depinet last 
| week called on all managers and 
salesmen to personally influence as 
‘many exhibitors and theatre man- 
agers as possible to attend the re. 
gional meetings in order to help 
| O’Donnell tell his story to as large 
a crowd of showmen as possible, 

First regional meeting is being 
held at the Statler hotel, Washing. 
ton, today (Wed.), and the second is 
scheduled in Boston tomorrow 
| ¢(Thurs.). In all, O’Donnell has set a 
tentative schedule of 15 all-industry 
regional meetings*with national com- 
j mittee leaders attending the tee-off 
| rallies in each area. The N. Y. met- 
| ropolitan area meeting is scheduled 
May 15. State chairmen will preside 
at the meetings 

Depinet over the pi cekend 


suggested to the heads of all major 


distributors that they request their 
exploitation men in the field to offer 
their services to the local exhibitor 
campaign chairman Efforts of exe- 
ploiteers will supplement those of all 
branch managers and salesmen in 
recruiting exhibitors for the cam- 


ed that ex- 
p most with 


paign. Depinet 
ploitation men could he 
special events. 

Meantime, C. C.  MoskoWitz, 
Loew’s v.p. in charge of the cireuit’s 
N. Y. theatres, has accepted general 
the Fifth War Lean 
for the N. Y. exchange area. 

Al Steffes, independent exhibitor 
the Northwest, has come 
retirement to head the Fifth 
War Loan campaign in Minnesota, 


sieces 


D. C. Kudos to Exhibs 
Washington, Mav 9. 
got kudos 
and cash awards today for their 
bond selling work during the Fourth 
War Loan, and prepared to stay on 
; tomorrow to take part in the first 
regional Fifth War Loan meeting for 
which they will serve as an 
tive advisory committee. 
Today, however. was exclusively 


exectle 


their own. At the Statler, they heard 
from Ted R. Gamble, national di- 
rector of the War Finance Commil- 
tee: Charles P. Skouras, national 
chairman of the Fourth Wai Loan 
arive: Lob O' Donne and Richard 
M. Kennedy, co-chairman of the 
Fifth War Lean: Francis Harmon. Si 
Fabian. and a host of other biggies. 


At lunch they were addressed by 
Lt. General A. A. Vandergrift 
mandant of the Marine Corps. and in 
the afterno vere recelve¢ al the 
Capitol by Sen. Walter F. George, 

Senate } 
Rep 


rman the 
Committee, and 

Doughton, chairman of the 
Ways and Means Comittee. as well 
as many 


othe Federal lJegtsiators. 


Newsree! shots were made ans he 
“100” taken on a junket of Wash- 
ington. 

The day emphesized largely tne 


importance of the small indie 
| operator, since 8) percent of the wine 
|ners were in that category. 


WAC Drive Tees Off 


Motion picture WAC 
recruiting drive tees off today i Wed.) 
in Times Square with the ceremony 
of induction of 100 women inte U 
service. 

C. C. Moskowitz, N. Y. 


industry s 


metrss li- 


WAC 


tan area chairman for the 
campaign, introduced E. L. Alpet- 


son, general ehairman of the ©:is€, 


|!who will present the WAC officers 


; fair grosses h art houses and other | present. 
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12 PICTURE GROSSES VARIETY Wednesday, May 10, siti 


Biway Forte; Crosby-Spivak Wow Det. Mild Albeit ‘Guy Joe’ Big 206. 


“Buffalo Bill” «20th) and “Can't Ra- 


$103,000, ‘Gaslight’-Phil Spitalny Sock ‘Passage’ 196, 2d; ‘Address So-So 286 


$12,000. 


W State (Loew) (3.200; 35-74)— + Detroit, May 9, 
“Broadway Rhythm” «M-G). Staunch ke) Nothing sensational this week in 
186, ‘Two orlds ars Str ong $10,000, Last week, the loop, with only two fresh bills 
| fancy $12,500. opening. “Guy Named Joe” and 
Seven new pictures reached | | well, Raymond Scott orch and Wil- | Translux ‘Translux) (900: 30-74)— ot teen oan eee Passport to Destiny” are off to a 


first-run front during the past | lie Howard open here this morning | ,, 
of openings in| | (Wed.). following three weeks with | $4.000. Last week, “Private Har- good start at the United Artist, while 
a long time, while the current semes- | “Buffalo Bill” (20th), Paul White- | , wp wed eres ens, “Lada Wiaaueae™ grove” (M-G) and “Whistler” (Col) the Fox’s new bill, “Address Un. 
ter will see five additional arrivals.| man orch. Victor Borge and Joan | (Ra ghee ave ieas tai (Mono) (3d | (2d run), $4,500. known” and “Moon Over Las Vegas,” 
Past weekend was generally strong, | Edwards. finale dropping sharply to | 4 nice $3.000. 7 ' Fay’s (Fay) (2.000: _ 76-$1.10)— | jg only so-so. 
“Mark Twain” (WB). Disappointing 


resenting an anomaly in that on | $45,000: second week was strong | M: , 

unday, despite rainy weather, busi- | $72,000. $9000. Last week. “Bernadette” Estimates for This Week 
ness on that day was generally mee State ‘Loew’s) (3.450: 43-85)— | (20th) (4th wk), snappy $9.000. Adams (Balaban ) we o0-75)— 
stronger than on Saturday (6). | “Hardy's Blonde Trouble” (M-G), Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 44-55)—| “4 Jills Jeep” (20th) (2d wk) and 

Three stageshow stands with new} Milt Britton band and Benay Venuta. ar wain 0 “Buffalo Bill” (20th). Started slowly | “Jam Session” (Col). For mer moved 
bills. the Paramount, Capitol and/In high gear currently, with take but building up to nice $13.000. Last in from the Fox and given new film, 
Strand are all doing landoffice Qusi-| probably going to $33,000 or over, | week, “Passage Marseille’ «WB), Looks okay $10,000. Last week, “A)j 

: ness. Playing “Going My Way” and | excellent. Last week, “This Is Life” | b ditto. Baba” (U) (2d wk) and “Sailors 

the Charlie Spivak band, the Par hit) (U), Mitch Ayres band and Gus Van, | to est Metropolitan (Snider) (3.200; 50-| Holiday” (Col), good $11.000. 
a sensational $103.000 on the first} near to $30,000, nice. >] a S 60-70) —"‘Hitler Dead or Alive” (In- _Broadway-Capito! (United Detroit) 
week ended last night (Tues.). At} seran@ (WB) (2.756: 60-$1.20)— | die) and Peter Sisters heading vaude. (2,800; 55-75)—"“Lady in Dark” (Par) 
the Cap “Gaslight” and the Phil) «Between Two Worlds” (WB) and | Ditinave Bay 9. Three-day run, sad $4.000. Last and “Rookies Burma” (RKO) (8th 


Spitalny band should do a big | Coast Guard unit, “Tars and Spars,” Tow ‘ies “ reek, Rhythm” «(M and| Wk). Continuing run after being 
| New entries of “Adventures of | week, “Hot yythm Mono) an 1s 
h: ith “Sti C: stageshow pusing very sireng?: -!“Standing Room Only” at Keith's | $8.000 in three days. 4as 
and. did.va stretch of eight “Molde bast week, “Uncertain | Jeading the current parade in| | Way (3d wh), from Michigan 
, > *y | healthy stvle here. Some fairish re- | In Mabels Room’ (U: an oice 
weeks. Strand’s “Between Two) | Glory” (WB) and Ted. Sawis is orch | sponse also being registered by “Up|In Wind” (UA). On slow side at solid $16,000. 


Worlds,” w ith the Coast Guard mu- | (4th wk), okay $32,000. 3 ic Bes : fo ated : Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5.000: 55-75) 
Mabel's Room” at Loew's Cen- | $10,000. Last week. “Hardy's Blonde Uaknown” \Col) ona 


sical revue, “Tars and Spars” on the} in om tar 
Victoria (Maurer) (720; 60-$1.10)— tury. Rest of lst is steady. Trouble” (M-G) and “Girl IngCase” | ? ‘ 

stage, over on ‘Hour Before Dawn” (Par) moves in (Col), snappy $15,000, but way below Moon Las Vegas" (U). So-so $28,- 

Grat ween. f Mark Twain.’| here today (Wed.) after three weeks Estimates for This Week exnectations ; 000. Last week, “4 Jills Jeep” (20th) 

a tremendous with “Knickerbocker Holiday” (UA), Century ‘Loew s-UA) (3,000: 20- “Strand (Silverman) (2.000: 44-55) and Jam Session (Col), okay 

it oa tising cam ign, is an the which slowed up te $8,000 on blow- | 60)—Mabel's Room (UA). Draw- —“Standing Room Only” (Par). $33,000. 

sty — ‘off, while the second week was sat- | ing some action at $13,000. Last! gocong week started Monday ¢8).|_.Madisom (United Detroit) (1,800; 


aad . sfactory $11,000. week, second of “Private Hargrove $12,000. 55-75)—“Girl Crazy (M-G) and 
Beli at 26 | (M-G), held up well at $11,600. “None Shall Escape” (Col). Back 
ieve é S8Cé 1.20 | Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; in loop at fine $5,300. Last week, 

| 


20-74)—“Cover Girl” (Col) (2d wk) “Army” (WB), return date, $5.200. 
The State. again on first-run with | plus h.o. of vaude. Nice $16,000 after INDPL SLOW: sage rseille” (WBS 
“Andy Hardy's Blonde Trouble,” | wow opener at $21.000. 55-75) — Passage Marseille (WB) 


Keith's (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- and “Can’t Ration Love” (Par) (2d 
plus Milt Britton band, Benay Ve F wk). Nice $19,000 after last week's 


' d others on stage. will have 60)—"Standing Room Only” (Par). | Wk 
“tn indica- Clicking at stout $16.000.- Last week, ‘6 bright $29,000. 
tions pointing to a strong $33,000 or “Follow the Boys” (U), okay $12,700. | Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.<« 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 000; 55-75)—“Song Russia” (M-G) 


better. “The Hitler Gang,” occu- 


pying the Globe, should get a robust : “Can't Ration Love” (Par). Attract- and “Falcon Out West” (RKO) (2a 

$25,000, and holds. Palace yesterday Washington, May 9. | ing average trade at $4.000. Last Indianapolis, May 9. wk). Good $14,000 after okay $18,000 
e afternoon ‘(Tues..) tossed out “Jam “Adventures of Mark Twain” and) week. “Two-Man Submarine” (Col),| Biz continues off pace here this | fist session. 

Session.” which went floppo, drawing | “Andy Hardy's Blonde Trouble” will | ditto. week. “Moon Over Las Vegas” plus United Artists «United Detroit) 


less than $10,000, very bad. House | fight it out for top money this week.| New (Mechanic) (1.680; 20-60)— | Vaughn Monroe's band at Circle leads | {2:900; 55-75)—"Guy Named Joe” 
begins a run today (Wed.) with | Earle’s hiked scale on “Twain” looks | “Buffalo Bill” (20th) (3d wk). Go- | the field. ave tig Body” a (M-G) and “Passport Destiny* 
“Show Business” following an invi-| to boost this to smart session. All| ing well at $7.000 after steady $9,300 | Loew's looks tops of straight filmers. (RKO). Strong $20,000. Last week, 


tation premiere last night (Tues.). | houses were hit by four hot days in | on second stanza. “Adventures Mark Twain” is disap- “Lady in Dark” (Par ) and “Rookies 
Estimates for This Week past week. | cap btanley (WB) (3.280: 30-$1.10)— | pointing on its opening at the Burma” (RKO) (7th wk). wound 
| prices and a or one weck 


‘Private Hargrove” (M-G) (8th wk). Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 34-72) | only. Drawing well at $28.000 or Estimates fer This Week 


Continues very steady at b.o., having “Hardy's Blonde Trouble’ (M-G) 4 
oct inear. Last week. “Passage Marseille” Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800: 55-70) Ci § ill D B 
finished seventh week Sunday night; with vaude. Fine $23,000. Last week, (WB) (2d wk), sturdy $15,800 at reg- —Moon Las Vegas” (U) and Vaughn Incy tl u ut 


close to $21,500 on (20th) with vaude, thin | ular scale. Monroe band. Pleasing $17,000. Last 

Capitol (Loew's) (4.820; 60-$1.20)—| Columbia ‘Loew) (1.234; 34-72)—| ,,Valemela (Loew's-UA) (1,840: 20° dis Buffalo’ Fine $14,000 
“Gaslight” (M-G) and Phil Spitalny} “Woman of Town” (UA). Fair $6,- |99)—“Private Hargrove” (M-G) 
orch. Strong from opening and|500. Last week. “Lady in Dark” | ‘moveover). Holding to solid $6,000 Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300: 75- Cincinnati, May 9. 
should get big $78.000, holding. Last} (Par), boffo $9.500. s j after two strong rounds in down- | $1.10)—‘Adventures Mark Twain” Current b.o. score is several 


week, third for “Broadway Rhythm” Earle (WB) (2.242: 30-$1.10)—‘“Ad- | stairs Century. Last week. similar | (WB). Tepid $9.000 despite okay eves up on last week, yet far 
(M-G), Ginny Simms, Mitzi Mayfair,| ventures Mark Twain” (WB). In- | handling. “Heavenly Body” (M-G), | press. Last week, “U 1p in Arms rom sensational. Of three firstruns 


Arthur Blake and Frankie Carle | creased tariff will send this to smart | okay $4,700. (RKO), fair $11.400 at 55¢ top. on tap, “Buffalo Bill,” at the Palace, 


orch, $54.500, good. Spitalny is set , $25.000. Last week. “No Time Love” Keith's (Indie) (1,200; 35-55)— Is fronting in pleasing tempo; “Mark | 
for six-week run. F | (Par) (2d wk), disappointing $16,000, “Darling Clementine” (Rep) and | Twain’ at upped scale is down under 
Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) | but not bad considering. Cleve. Im roves With vaude. Nice $5.200 in four days. at the Capitol, and the Lyric is so-so i” 
—“Follow the Boys” (U) (3d wk).|  Keith’s (RKO) (1.800 44-66) — Last week, same time. “Saint Meets | With “Tunisian Victory” and “You 
Maintains excellent pull, second | in Arms” (RKO) (3d wk). Neat | ‘H A 2 AG: Tiger” (Rep) and vaude, $4,700. ombo 
week through Monday (8) going 000. Last week, sturdy $15,000. argrove ce at (2.450; 32-55 )— 
| | “Heavenly (M-G) and “Hey s orch te g stage layout. 
Glebe (Brandt) (1,416; 60-$1.10)—| week, “Harvest Moon,” (WB) $7,500 Wail DIIs ’ week, “Broadway Rhythm” (M-G),|,,Albee (RKO) (3.100; 50-95) 
“Hitler Gang” (Par). Getting stout} in nine days. Cleveland. May 9. disappointing at $11,500. Tampico” (20th) and Shep Fields 


play, initial round looking $25,000 Palace (Loew) (2.242: 34-72)— Grosses are up considerably cur- Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600: 32-55)|orch, Mary Beth Hughes. Johnny 
and remains. Final six days third] “Private Hargrove” (M-G) (2d wk).| rently over last week's big dip. —"Harvest Moon” (WB). Oke $5,000 | Burke and Berry Bros. on stage. 
week for “Address Unknown” (Col),| Looks good $16,000 after opener at! State’s “Private Hargrove” is out- | 92 five-day moveover. Last week, Tepid $20,000. Last Week. “Four Jills 


slender $7,500. hot $22.000. standing with great week in sight “Standing Room Only” (Par), fine | Jeep” (20th) plus Tony Pastor band, 
Gotham (Brandt) (900: 50- — SSP ee “Adventures of Mark Twain” sot off $6,700 in nine-day moveover. others, sad $17,500. 
“MabeBs Room” (UA) (3d wk).| big Capitol (RKO) (2.000: 76-$1.10)— 


at ipp, | nnin ‘ 
Pacing gingerly at about $11.000 this ‘ bus running behing “Mark Twain” (WB). Under expece 
t m In Ssmailer State. 
week. good for this small-seat y e es ; : H ? L d 13 000 tations; thin $10,000 for upped scale. 
while last round was $14.000 ie Estimates for This Week argrove ou ; ’ Last week, “Lady in Dark” (Par) 
fective house front here’ includes | ? Hub Spots; Buffalo’ | Allen (RKO) (3,000: 44-65)— ; p » | (4th wk) at regular 44-70 scale, or- 
oversized figure of a woman draped | bi “Bernadette” (20th) (2d avk). Wal- Mild Seattle: Comrade dinary $5,000 but got sweet $31.000 
ring ¢ Thj on run, 


In a shimmering gown. This and a! R lopi ng $13.000 on moveover. Last 
silhouette of a gal under marquee ugge 36 or : H.0. week, “Cover Girl’ (Col) (2d wk), Thin 136 for ? Spots Family (RKO) (1.000; 30-40)— 


are attracting considerable atinetion.| | strong $9,800. Yanks Ahoy” (UA) a id “Jeannie : 
Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 80-$1.20 oat . Boston, May 9. | Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 44-65)— (Ind) split with ‘Whis tler” «Col) 
“Mark Twain” (WB) (2d wk). May|, “50ng of Bernadette,” road-show- | “Mark Twain” (WB). Bullish $20.000 . Seattle. May 9. and “Beneath Western Skies” (Rep) 
gain some momentum on word-of- |! at the Majestic, is definitely on | js likely. Last week. “Rernadette” Night baseball plus first real sum- Normal $2,600. Ditto last. week for 
mouth, but so far disappointing. ini-|'M€ top in a_ fair-to-middling Hub | (20th) at tilted scale, bright $25,800.| ™@" weather are blamed for slow] “Prisoner Japan” (PRC) and “Bombs 
tial seven days concluded last night this week, going to $32,000 at $1.10 Lake (Warners) (800: 44-65)— boxoffice this week. “Private Har-| Burma” (PRC) divided with “Follow 
(Tues.) having been only $26.000. Not top. Others are mostly holdovers | “Cover Giri’ (Col) (3d wk). Con- Pag looks the leader, with “Cover | Leader” (Mono) and “Cowboy Can- i 
improbable the scale is too steep. hit by sudden hot spell. But “Broad- | nect; ng on all curves at $4.000. Last Girl” great on holdover, Disappoint- | teen” (Col). ji ' 
Final six days on lith week of “Pas- | Way Rhythm.” day-date at the State week, “Passage Marseille’ (WB) (3d | /"8 showing of “Tender Comrade” in Grand (RKO) (1.430: 44-70)-— ; 
—— Marseille” (WB). light $10.000. | and Orpheum, is stout at $35,000 | wk), fine $2.600. two spots is taken to reflect down-| “Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d_ wk). 
Palace (RKO) (1.700; “60-$1.10)— | total. Address Unknown” is strong Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 44-65)—| Y@"a trend. Socko $9,500 after fine $14,000 get- 
“Show Business” (RKQ). Given in- = ee ee “Lifeboat,” with | “voice In Wind” (UA). Meagre $5,- Estimates for This Week away. 
vitation preem last night (Tues. ) foJ- | Stage show at Boston, is disappoint- | 500. Last week. “Lady In Dark” Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergr ; Keith’s (United) (1.500: 44-70)— 
lowing poor week with “Jam Ses-/| ing. | (Par) (4th wk), st $5.000 atinning? | “Hensened Move- 
sion” (Col), which dipped below $10.- Estimates for This Week out $5. 00. (800; 45-80 )— Rationing (M-G) and 
000. Ahead of that “Seven Days (RKO) (3,700; 50-95)— | “Lost Angel” (M-G) (3d wk). From|OVer for eight days. Tame $4.500, 
Ashore” (RKO) nt ly $12.000. bad Boston (RKO) (3.200; 50-$1.10)— Four Jills” (20th) plus Sonny Dun-} Paramount. Slow $5.000. Last week. Last week, Lady Let's Dance 
Paramount ee ) "(8 064: 60-$1. 30) (20th) plus Les Brown | ham Davis, | “Buffalo Bill” (20th), (4th wk), oke terrible $2.100. 
orch, Virginia Weidler, others, on | 0n stage. Robust $23,500. Last week, | $4,400 in six days. (1,400: 44-70)— 
lie ‘ok ee a = Char- | stage. Not too good at $26,500. Last | “Ladies Courageous” (U) with Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 45-80) -unisian Victory’ (M-G) and “You ; 
ery big week, “Primitive Man” (U) plus Cab | Tommy Tucker orch, ethers on stage, — ‘Private Hargrove” (M-G) Bi 4 an’t Ration Love” (Par). So-so $4 
(Tues.) hav ing hit $108 Calloway orch, others, on stage, bet- | Sad $16.509. $13,000 Last week “Ratic | 500. Last week, “Lady Monster 
run appears » Matt F al (10th) tor at 927,500 State (Loew's) (3.450: | 44-65)— (M-G) and “Lost Angel” iM G) «od (Rep) and “Curse Cat People 
stanza for “Lady in Dark” ine Fenway (M-P) (1.373; 40-74)—| “Private Hargrove’ (M-G). War- wk), six days, oke $8.100 wae ~ | GSO), stout $7,000. - 
Xavier Cugat oreh and Dean Buffalo Bill” (20th) and “Can't Ra- | workers’ midnight show helping to] wi) «1 (REO) (2,600; 44-70) 
| tion Love” (Par). Here after week’s great $24.000. Last week. “Unin- “Cov (1.650; 45-80 )— “Buffalo Bill” (20th). Brisk $14.000 
lay-off from Met: substantial $7.000. vited (Par). satisfactory $18.000. ver ( (2d wk). Socko in nine days. Last week, “Happened 
Jers) (5,945: 60-$1.10)—“Cover Girl” | “ast week, “In Our Time” (WB) and | Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 44-65)— | ?°<-0UN- wast week, wow $15,200: Tomorrow” (UA), five days, disap- 
(Col) and stageshow (6th-final wk) (Par) (2d wk), trim $5,- | “gue 45-80)— (2.100 44-70) 
S00, | $10, . Last week, “Heavenly Body” y Joe’ (M-G) (3d wk). Move-],,* 
Sictune auule be. held: ferries’ tan Majestic (E. M. Loew) (1,400; $1.10) | (M-G) (2d wk) okay $5,800. over from Paramount. Great $6,500. | “Cover Girl” (Col). Third week of 
theatre is anxious to get going with —Song of Bernadette” (20th). Smash -- Last week, “Standing Room” (Par) gh ae Great $5,000 following 
; “White Cliffs of Dover” (M-G),| iz on opening frame, $32,000 or | (Sth wk) socko $5,400. nifty $7,000 last sesh. 
which opens tomorrow’ (Thurs.), | Last week, second runs here. PROV MILDISH BUT Hall (H-E) (2.200; 45-80)— 
Last week, “Cover Girl,” immense Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-85)— . ‘Tender Comrade” (RKO). Brutal 
$103,000. “Up in Arms” (RKO) and “No ‘ ’ $5,500 In six days. Last week, “Ladies | $7,500. Last week, 2nd of “Guy Joe” 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 40-85)—| Greater Love” (Art). Fifth week BILL FANCY $13 000 Courageous” (U) and “Primitive | (M-G), bangup $10,600. 
4 “Whistler” (Col) (2d-final wk). Okay maintained fourth’s pace at snappy . ’ Man” (U), slow $6,900. Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 27-59 )— 
5 at $7,000, while initial seven days | $20,000 with new feature added. “Fol- Providence, May 9. Orpheum (H-E) (2.600; 45-80)—] “Sullivans” (20th) and “Chip Old 
; hit close to $11,000, very fine. low the Boys” (U) opened here to- Unusually hot weather is making] “Harvest Moon” (WB) 42d wk).| Block” (U) (2d run). Okay $5.00. 
Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 85-$1.70)— | day. a dent in biz. Majestic’s “Buffalo | Modest $7,500 in six days. Last week,}| Last week (45-80), “Imposior” ‘(U) 
“Bernadette” (20th) (16th wk). Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367: 40-74) | Bill” looks the best bet. Others are| great $14,800. and “Phantom Lady” (U) (2d wk), 
“Falling off the 15th frame, having | “Passage Marseille” (WB) and “Ald- | just average or mild. “Mark Twain,” Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 30-$1)—] good $6,100. 
ended last night at $22,000. while| rich Cupid” (Par) (2d wk). Neat | at advanced prices at Fay’s, is onj “Million Dollar Kid” (Mono) plus Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 25- 
previous week was $30,000. Departs | $21.000. Last week, $27.400. slow side, as is “Up in Mabel’s| stage. Good $9,000. Last week. “Rosie | 50)—“Butler’s Sister” (U) and “Gung 
shortly to make rooni for “Story of Orpheum (Loew ) (2,900; 35-75) | Room” at State. Riveter” (Rep) and vaude, slow $8,-| Ho” (U) (3d run). Good $5.000 or 
Dr. Wassell” (Par). “Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). Estimates for This Week 800. near. Last week, “Whistling Brook- 
rs Roxy (20th) (5.886: 60-$1. 20)— | Opened big w ith nice a, 000 likely. Albee (RKO) (2.100; 44-55-60 )— ‘J Paramount (H-E) (3.039; 45-80)—] lyn” (M-G) and “Old Acquaintance” 
‘ Pin Up Girl” (20th). Connee Bos- i Last week, “Rationing”? (M-G) and | “Up In Arms” (RKO) and “Passport | “Tender Comrade” (RKO). Dismal (WB), OK $5,300 on third run. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, May 10, 1944 


L. A. Droopy Except Twain, Bullish 
$64,500 in 3 Houses; 4 Jills Okay 
51G for 4; ‘Let's Dance’ Light 266 


Los Angeles, May 9. 4 


Firstrun business locally is noth- 
ing spectacular among new entries 
although “Mark Twain” is zooming 
to fancy $64,500 in three theatres. 
Special upped-scale, one-week book- 
ing of Warner film in Downtown 
Hollywood and Wiltern, is way cut 
ahead over competitors here. 

“Twain” also is comparatively 
much stronger than “Four Jills”- 
“Tampico” combo, which looks okay 
$57.000 in four spots. “Standing 
Room Only.” in second stanza at two 
houses, is nice $30,000. “Lady Let's | 
Dance”-"Hey Rookie” is light $26,000 | 
in three theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1.516: 50- 
$1)—"Four Jills” (20th) and “Tam- 
pico” (26th). Okay $7,000. Last week, 
“Mabel’s Room” (UA) and “Woman 


Republic Ups Kane 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Republic upped Joseph Kane from 
director to producer-director, with a 
John Wayne starrer as <his next 


| chore, 


| 


Kane has piloted most of the re-| 


cent Roy Rogers films. 


Boys’ Bangup 
in Philly 


| 


Town” (U), good $7,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 50- _. Philadelphia, May 9. 
$1)—"Four Jills” (20th) and “Tam- Competish from the summerlike 
pico” +20th). Average $11,000. Last ' weather over weekend put a dent | 
week, “Mabel’s Room” (UA) and | somewhat in film biz this week after 
“Woman Town” (UA), $11,990. | run of bullish activity in past couple 

Downtown (WB) (1.800: 80-$1.50) | of months. ‘Follow the Boys.” abet- 


—‘Adventures Mark Twain” 
Nice $25,500. Last week, 
Moon” (WB) (4th wk), okay $10.000. 


Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535; 50-$1)— 
“Lady Let's Dance’ (Mono) and 
“Hey Rookie” (Col). Light $6,000. 


Last week, “San Luis Rey” (UA) and 
“3 Russian Girls” (UA), nice $8.400. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 50-85)— 
“Mabel’s Room” (UA) and “Woman 
Town” ‘UA). Fair $3,800. Last week. 
“Buffalo Bill” (20th) (3d wk), and 


_“Around World” (RKO), okay $3,- 


300. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 50-$1)—“Ac- 
tion Arabia” (RKO) and “Curse Cat 
People’ (RKO) (2d wk). Excellent 
$8.000. Last week, big $9,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 80-$1.50) 


—‘Mark Twain” (WB). Nifty $22,- 
000. Last week, “Harvest Moon 
(WB) (4th wk), light $6,000. 


Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,200: 
50-$1.00) — “Lady Let’s 
‘Mono? and “Hey Rookie” (Col). Slow 
$15.000. Last week, “San Luis Rey” 
(UA) and “3 Russian Girls” 
trim $19,800. 

Orpheum (D'town) (2,200; 65-99)— 
“Detective Kitty O'Day” (Mono), 
with Ina Ray Hutton orch and vaude 
on stage. Fair $19,500. Last week, 
“Clementine” (Rep) with Ink Spots, 
Cootie Williams orch, Ella Fitzgerald, 
new all-time high at giant $43,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1.00)— 
“Cover Girl’ (Col) (4th wk) and 
“Weekend Pass” (U) (2d wk). Fourth 
sesh of “Cover” dropping to $10,000. 
Last week, nice $13,700. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,389: 50-$1.00) 
—"Standing Room Only” (Par) and 
“Can't Ration Love” (Par) (2d wk). 
So-so $18,000. Last week, sweet $28,- 
500. 
Parmount - Hollywood (1,- 
451: 50-$1.00) — “Standing Room 
Only” (Par) (2d-wk). Good $12,000. 
Last week, hefty $16,000. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890; 50- 
$1.00)—"“Cover Girl” (Col) (4th wk) 


and “Weekend Pass” (U) (2d wk). 
Looks winner at $24,500. Last week | 

i $11,000. Last week, trim $14, | hot $33,000 plus husky $4,700 for | 
Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 50-$1.00)— | Parle Sunday stands. 

“Lady Let's Dance” (Mono) and | 

“Hey Rookie” (Col). Weak $5,000. | sue). Lots of profit at $10,000 hold 

Last week, “San Luis Rey” (UA) and 3 


“3 Russian Girls” (UA), good $7,200. 
State (Loew’s-WC) (2,204: 50-$1.00) 


— ‘Four Jills’ (20th) and “Tampico” 
(20th) Stout $30.000. Last week, 
“Mabel’s Room” (UA) and “Woman 
Town” (UA), solid $27,200. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 50- 
$1.00;—‘‘Mabel’s Room” (UA) and 
“Woman Town” (UA). Trim $8,500. 
Last week, “Buffalo Bill” (20th) (2d 


wk) and “Around World” 
husky $9,600. 


Uptown (F-WC) (1,715; 50-$1.00)— | 


“Four Jills’ (20th) and “Tampico” 
(20th). Nifty $9,000 or near. Last 
week, “Mabel’s Room” (UA) and 


“Woman Town” (UA), excelient $8,- 
800. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 50-$1.00) 
—‘‘Mabel’s Room” (UA) and “Woman 


Town” (UA). Fairish $5,000. Last 
week. “Buffalo Bill” (20th) (2d wk) 
and “Around World” (RKO). $3.300. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,500: 80-$1.50)— 
“Mark Twain” (WB). Brisk $17,000. 
Last week, “Harvest Moon” (WB) 


(4th wk). fair $5,800. 


Double Date 
Hollywood, May 9. 
Wilde Twins, Lee and Lyn. break 
in as double stars in “Twice Blessed,” 
bought by Metro from Michel Kraike 
and Mortimer Braus. 


Arthur Freed will produce the 


* twin picture, scripted by Nat Perrin. 


COAST INDIES’ $72,583 TO R. C. 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
Independent theatres have con- 
tributed $72,583 to date to this year’s 
Red Cross campaign, with final total 
likely to be $90,000. Still about 100 
theatres to be heard from. 


(UA), | 


(RKO), 


(WB). | ted by extensive campaign, is buck- 
“Harvest | ing the slump to pace field. 


tures of Mark Twain.” making pre- 
release appearance at upped prices, 
is not faring too well. scale possibly 
scaring away customers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303;,40-85)—“Un- 
invited” (Par) (4th wk). Potent 
$11,500, following solid $12.800 for 
last week. “San Luis Rey” (UA) 
opens tomorrow (Wed). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 40-85)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (2d _ run). 
Fine $6,800. Last week, “Purple 
Heart” (20th), mild $4,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,500: 
| “Mark Twain” (WB). Not up to ex- 


| pectations at $24,000. despite higher 


“Adven- | heap by a wide margin this stanza at 


| 


| nice at Denham. 
| last week. 


| pheum 
85-1.20)— | 


| admission. Last week, “Cover Girl” 
| (Col) (4th wk), healthy $15,500 at | 
| 40-85c scale. 


Earle (WB) (2.760; 
Mal 


Hallett orch, Canada Lee and 
| Phil 


Regan. N.s.h. $17,500. Last 


| week, “Primitive Man” (U) 


50-95)—“Ac- | (Par) 
Dance” | tion Arabia” (RKO) coupled with | Cupid” (Par), fair $8,500. 


| 


with | 


| Lionel Hampton orch, huge $29.700. | 


| Fox (WB) 
| Jills” (20th). 
| plus added $3,200 for Sabbath show- 
ing at Earle. Last week, “Sullivans” 
| (20th), good $16,000 on holdover. 

| Karliton (Goldman) (1.000; 40-85) 
| —\Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d run). 
From Fox, sweet $8,000. Last week, 
“Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk), power- 
ful $10,000 of “subsequent” run at 
75c-$1.20 scale. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2.220: 40-85) 
—“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G) (2d 
}run). So-so $5,500. Last week, “Ra- 
| tioning” (M-G), mild $5,000 second 


(2,245; 


| ming ‘em in to tune of big $33,000. 


| Last week, “Uncertain Glory” (WB) | _ Ria 
bowed out after two weeks at mild | Girl 


$17.500. 
| Stanley (WB) (2.915; 40-85)—‘“Pri- 
vate Hargrove” (M-G) (2d wk). 


K. C. Steady; ‘Sullivans’ 


Lusty $12,500, ‘Twain’ 


, over after walloping $15,700 opener. 


‘Dawn’ Bright $12,000, 
Tops Improved Omaha 


Omaha, May 9. 

Business is perking up a bit this 
week. Top grosser looks like “Hour 
Before Dawn,” at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 16-60) 
—‘Hour Before Dawn” (Par) and 
“Navy Way” (Par). Big $12,000 or 
near. Last week, “San Luis Rey” 
(UA) and “Moonlight Vermont” (U), 


satisfactory $9,800. 


Stout 


Huge 416 


‘World’-Andrews Sis-Ayres 


Seven Come 11 at U 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Universal will reach its production 
peak for the year during May with 


| seven starters making a total of 11 


Brandeis (Singer) (1,500; 20-$1.10) | in work. 


“Mark Twain” (WB). Upped scale | 


here apparently is really holding this|ery to 


opus back: so-so $5,000. 


Newies are “Trigger Trail,” “Bow- 
Broadway,” “Merrily We 


Last week, | Sing,” “House of Fear,” “Riders of 
/“In Our Time” (WB) and “Frisco; Ghost City,” “Can't Help Singing” 


Chicago, May 9. 
Unseasonable cold weather is keep- 
ing biz stout. Trade is about evenly 
divided between holdovers and new 
ones. Oriental’s “Around the World” 
is being boosted by Andrews Sisters 
and Mitch Ayres band on stage to 
smash $41,000. “Heavenly Body” and 
vaude at Chicago looks strong $50.- 
000. “In Our Time,” at the Roose- 
velt, is shaping up to nice $26,000. 
Estimates for This Weex 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200: 55-95)—"San 


Kid” (WB) (reissue), about same. ang “Rodeo Cyclone.” | 500. $11, 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- | | Chicago (B&K)  ¢3.900° ) 
60)—“Jane Eyre” (20th). Good $10,- | \“Heavenly Body” (M-G) ad Benne 
500. Last week, “Harvest Moon” | ¢ 9 O'Neil and Raye and Naldi heading 
(WB), big $12,000 to lead town. | rerove e i stage show. Strong $50,000. 1.08 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 16-60 \— a oY y | week, “Miracle Morgan's Creek” 
“Harvest Moon” (WB), second week | (Par) (3d wk) and stage show big 
moveover plus “She's for Me” (U) | $40,000. 
(Ist run). Surprising at $10,000. 


Last week, “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) 
(2d wk) and “Holmes Faces Death” 
(U), nifty $9,000 on m.o. 


GUY JOE’ STANDOUT 
IN DENVER AT $19,000 


Denver, May 9. 
Joe” is on top of 


“Guy Named 


also looks 


Biz is better than | 


Orpheum. “Uninvited” 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 46-74)—‘Un- 
certain Glory” (WB) and “Moon Las 


Vegas” (U), after Denver and Es- 
quire. Fair $4,000. Last week, 
“Cover Girl” (Col), moveover, big 
7,500. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 46-74)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Falcon 
Out West” (RKO), after two Or- 
weeks. Good $4,500. Last 


| disappointment is 


2G, Dull Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 

Trade is uneven, with pouring rain | 
over the weekend hurting. Biggest | 
“Mark Twain,” | 
playing Warner at advanced prices. 
Also way off is Stanley with Law- 
rence Welk-Johnnie Davis in 


“Knickerbocker Holiday.” Penn's | 


| strong. however, with “Private Har- | 
| grove.” 


Estimates for This Week | 
Fulton (Shea) (1.700; 40-65)—‘“La- | 


fourth for “Sullivans” (20th), below 
$5,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200: 40-65)— 
“Cover Girl’ (Col) (2d wk). Still 
strong, after setting new house mark | 
in opener at $13,500. Holds further. | 
Last week, torrid $19,000. 

Penn ‘Loew’'s-UA) (3,300: 40-65 )— 
“Hargrove” (M-G). Crix liked this | 


week, “Buffalo Bill” (20th). day-date | and grand $22.000 is likely. Last | 
| with Rialto, after week at each Den-| week. “Snow White’ (RKO). oke 
ver, Esquire, Aladdin, fair ae $19,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
“Uninvited” (Par), Nice $11,500, and | Ritz (WB) (800; 40-65)— “Harvest | 
‘holds. Last week, “Lady in Dark” 

"ea Piao “Aldrich Plays | 2 arner dates, looks fine $4,000. 
(Par) (4th wk) and Aldrich Last week, in Dark” (Par) | 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 46-74)— | (4th wk), $3,500. 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) and “Girl in| Senator (Harris) (1.750; 30-65 )— 
Case” (Col), day-date with Esquire. |““Week-End Pass” (U) and “Hat- 
Good $13,000. Last week, “Uncer-|Check Honey” (U). Lightweight | 
tain Glory” (WB) and “Moon Las | $2.200. Last week, “Bernadette” | 


40-85 )—"‘Four | 
Fine play at $21,000) 


OK 126, Upped Scale 


Kansas City. May 9. 

Grosses at deluxers are steady, de- 
spite unseasonal return of winter. 
Bell ringer is “Standing Room Only,” 
big at Newman. “Sullivans” at the 
| Esquire, Uptown and Fairway day- 
and-date, is lusty. while 
| Twain,” at Orpheum. is okay. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Esquire, Uptown and 


Fairway 


| (Fox-Midwest) (820: 2.043 and 700: 
| 45-65)—“Sullivans” (20th). Lusty 
$12,500. Last week. “Ladies Cour- 


|} ageous” (U), fair $10,000. 


| Midland (Loew’s) (3.500: 40-60)— | 
| “Mabel’s Room” (UA) and “Voice in 
(UA). Mild $12,000. Last 


Wind” 
week, “None Shall Escape” 
“Hey Rookie” (Col), healthy $14,000. 


Dark” (Par) (4th wk), 
adding up to big $45,000 total for 
four-week run. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 
—“Mark Twain” (WB). Okay $12.,- 
| 000 at upped scale. Last week. “Up 
}in Arms” (RKO) (4th wk) and “Mur- 
{der Waterfront” (WB) (3d wk). neat 
$9,000. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2.100: 40-60) 
—‘Rosie Riveter” (Rep) and “Career 


Girl’ (PRC) with vaude. Average 
$9.500. Last week, “Women Bonda- 
age” (Mono) and “Minsweeper” 


(Par) with stage show, lively $11,- 
900, above hopes. 


okay $12,000, | 


76-$1.10) | 


“Mark | 


(Col) and | 


Newman (Paramount) (1.900: 45- 
65)—“Standing Room Only” (Par). 
Big $16,000. Last week, “Lady in | 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| “Women 


| $7.000. 
| 


Vegas” 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 46-74)—*“Har- 
vest Moon” (WB) and “Girl in Case” 
(Col). Okay $3,000. Last week, “Un- 


certain Glory” (WB) and “Moon Las} Lawrence Welk-Johnnie 


Vegas” (U), fair $2,000. ; 
Orpheum (RKO) (2-600: 46-74)— 

“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). 

$19,000, and holds further. Last 
week, “Up in Arms” (RKO) and 

“Falcon Out West” (RKO) (2d wk), 


good $11,200. 
Paramount (Fox) 
Bondage” 


(2,200: 46-74)— 
(Mono) 


| run. “Rosie Riveter” (Rep). Trim $8,500. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4.692; 40-85)— | Last week, “Chip Old Block” (U) 
“Follow Boys” (U). Musical jam-| and “Weird Woman” (U), modest 


(878: 46-74)—“Cover 
after week af each 
Esquire, Aladdin. Fine 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Buffalo Bill” 
(20th), after week at each Denver, 
Esquire, Aladdin, ditto. 


Rialto (Fox) 
(Col), 
Denver, 


‘Lady’ Lush 236, New’k 


Newark, May 9. 

Rain last Sunday provided shot-in- 
the-arm needed to help biz. 
was a pick-up for all houses 
Paramount is out front with “Lady 
In Dark.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Adams (‘(Adams-Par) (1,940; 35-90) 


—‘Casanova Burlesque” (Rep) with 
Teddy Powell orch, Mitzi Mayfair. 
Edgar Kennedy on stage. Fairish 
$16,000. Last week, “Rosie Riveter” 


(Rep) and Woody 
Stage, okay $18,000. 
Branford (WB) 


Herman orch on 


(2,800; 20-90)— 


and | 


(U), also Esquire. fair $9,000. | (20th) ($1.10 top). from three weeks 


Smash | Fever” (M-G) and “‘Tars and Spars” 


| race 
There | 
but | 


jing at upped scale at 


“Uncertain Glory” (WB) and “Prim- | 


itive Man” (U). Strong $20,000. Last 


| 35-95) 


week, “Chip Old Block” -(U) and 
“Ladies Courageous” (U), surprising 


| $19.000. much better than expected. 


Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000: 
-“Lady In Dark” (Par) and 
Lucky Cowboy” (Par). Robust $23.- 
O00 Last week, “Standing Room 
Only” (Par) and “Navy Way” (Par) 
(2d wk), disappointing $15,500. 
Proctor'’s (RKO) (3,400: 35-$1.10) 
“Four Jills” (20th) and “Bermuda 
Mystery” (20th) opens today (9). 
“Buffalo Bill” (20th) and “Kitty 
O'Day” (Col) started second stanza 
Saturday (6) but yanked. At $11,000 


| 
| 


| 


} 


in 3 days bigger than hoped. Combo | 


ianded stout $24,000, first 
pace city. 

State (Loew's) (2,600: 35-85)— 
“Lost Angel” (M-G) and “Rationing” 
(M-G). Handsome $18,000 despite 
slow teeoff. Last week, “San Luis 
Rey” (UA) and “3 Russian Girls” 
(UA), sad $14,000. 


week, to 


Hollywood, May 9. 
Walter Colmes borrowed Richard 
Arlen from Republic to play the star 


| vaude. 


role in “Anything For a Laugh.” 
Pictuve starts May 16, with a Re- | 
public release. 


muda Mystery” (20th). 


60)—*Sullivans” 
| Riveter” (Rep). 


ARLEN LOANED FOR ‘LAUGH’. 


at Harris, n.s.h. $6,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800: 44-85)— 
“Knickerbocker Holiday” (UA) and 
(Scat) Da- 


| vis orch. Won't do over $16,500. blah 


for this house. Last week, “Swing | 


unit on stage, fell in stretch but nice 
$22,500. 


| 
} 


(WB) (2.000: 80-$1.10)— | 


Warner 
“Mark Twain” (WB). Despite cam- | 
paign, this one is disappointment. | 


Scale is rated out of line, too. Not | 
more than $11,500 and it stays onlv 
single week.. Last week, ‘“Harves’‘ 
Moon” (WB). on moveover from 
Penn, solid $9,000. 


TOMORROW’ LEADER 
IN L°VILLE, $13,000 


Louisville, May 9. 

Seventieth running of Kentucky 
Derby, Saturday (6), brought many 
fans into town. This helped | 
downtown firstruns a bit. “It Hap- | 
pened Tomorrow,” at Loew's State, 
looks standout. “Mark Twain,” play- 
Mary Ander- 
as does “Sullivans” 


son. looks okay, 
at Rialto. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 40-60) — “Standing Room 
Only” (Par). Moveover, satisfactory | 
$4,000. Last week, “Jane Eyre” (20th) 


and “Trocadero” (Rep), stout $4,500 
m.0o. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 34-40) 


—“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) and “A}- 


drich Boy Scot” (Par). Moderate 
$1.600. Last week. “Destination Tok- 
yo” (WB). $1,800. 


Loew’s State (Loew's) (3.300: 40- 
60)—“Happened Tomorrow” (UA). 
and “Hey Rookie” (Col). Broke 
away fast from wire: strong $13.000. 


Last week, “Private Hargrove” (M- 
G) (2d wk). sturdy $11,000 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
75-$1.10)—"‘Mark Twain” (WB). 
mish tilt and the breaks, may land 
satisfactory $8,000. Last week. “Un- 
certain Glory’ (WB) (2d wk). fair 


$3.500 on 40-60c. scale. 

National (Standard) 
—"“Lady, Let’s Dance” (Mono) and 
: Opening Friday (5) was 
light. Looks medium $11,000 or near | 
Last week, “Million Dollar Kid” 
(Mono) and Louis Jordan Five, | 
others, on stage. mild $9.000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 40- 
(20th) and “Rosie. 
Looks like oke $9 


(2.400: 50-75) | 


000. 7 Last week, “Standing Room! 
Only” (Par), topped town at big 
$14.000. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 40- | 
60)—"Four Jills” (20th) and “Ber- | 


Good $5,000. | 
Last week, “Impostor” (U) 


“Moon Las Vegas” (U), $4,500, 


}-—“Around World” 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 55-95)—"Cry 
Havoc” (M-G) (3d wk). Fine $8,000. 
Last week, neat $9,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,150:  55-95)— 


“Snow White” (RKO) (reissue) and 


“Falcon Out West” (RKO) (3d week 
in Loop). Pleasing $9,000. Last week, 
“Ali Baba” (U) and “Hi, Good Look- 
in’ (U) (4th week in Loop), $8.000, 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200: 44-95) 
(RKO) and An- 
drews Sisters-Mitch Ayres orch on 
Stage. Smash $41,000. Last week, 
“Rosie Riveter” (Rep) and Lawrence 
Welk orch on stage, sock $35.000. 
Palace (RKO) (2.500; 55-95)—“Im.- 


| dies Courageous” (U). House taking | Postor” (U) and “Primitive Man” 
'a sharp dip to $6,000. Last week, | 


(‘U). Bright $20,000. Last week. 
“Snow White” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Falcon Out West” (RKO) (2d wk), 
great $26,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 
“In Our Time” (WB). Fine $26.000. 
Last week, “Harvest Moon” (WB), 
five days, fourth week. and “Time” 
(WS), 2 days, firm $19,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 55-95)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (Sth wk), 
Smart $20,000. Last week, snappy 
$24,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 55- 
95)—"Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (6th 


55-95 )— 


wk). Sweet $14,000. Last week, nifty 
$17.000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 55-95)— 


“Up in Arms” (RKO) (2d wk). 
$25.000. Last week, near same. 


Solid 


‘RHYTHM’ FAST $19,000, 
LEADS SLUGGISH BUFF. 


Buffalo, May 9. 

Only moderate pace currently, but 
that’s not holding back “Broadway 
Rhythm,” which is bullish at the 
Buffalo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 40-70)— 
Broadway Rhythm” (M-G). Week's 
leader with fancy $19,000. Last week, 
“Standing Room Only” (Par), plenty 
$18,000. 

Great Lakes” (Shea) (3.000; 40-70) 
—“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Navy 


| Way” (Par). Looks to top oke $13.000. 


Last week, “Harvest Moon” (WB) 
(2d wk), grand $11,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par) (2d 
wk). Profitable $10,000. Last week, 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Can't Ration 
Love” (Par), okay $10,500. 


Lafayette 
“Ali Baba” 


(Basil) (3,300; 40-70)— 
(U) (2d wk) and “She's 
for Me” (U). Staunch $10,000. Last 
week, with “So’s Your Uncle” (U), 
rousing $17,000. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000: 76- 
$1.10)—“Mark Twain” (WB). Qn 
disappointing side at $12,000, upped 


cale seemingly hurting. Last week. 
“Curse Cat People” (RKO) and 
“Rookies Burma” (RKO) (5 days), 


modest $8,000 at 40-70c. scale. 


Yen Glamor Yarns. 
Despite Newsprint Void 


N. Y. film company syndicate con- 
tacts and publicity men are finding 
plenty of demand for the right sort 
of light material despite wartime re- 
strictions on space. 

Typical of this trend is the experi- 
ence of Tom Waller, Paramount h.o. 
syndicate rep. He obtained some 70 
breaks in 10 weeks, or the equivalent 
of 35,000 newspapers. Aside from 
laying out ideas and writing Waller 
also by-lines certain articles for syn- 
dicates. Bulk of his breaks in the 


10-week period were on “Lady in 
the Dark.” which landed in such 
syndicates as I.N.S., UA, UP. and 


King Features. 


COL. PIX HONORS McCULLOUGH 


Capt. Harry McCullough. war hero 
and vet of.more than 200 air battles 
in South Pacific, honored at stag 
luncheon last Thursday (4) by Co- 
lumbia Pix h.o. staff at Gallagher's. 


Y. McCullough was Columbia em- 
/ployee before going into Army in 
1941, 


Among N. Y. Columbia toppers at- 
tending were Jack Cohn, A. 
Schneider, A. Montague, Joe McCon- 


and | ville, Nate Spingold, Frank Rosen- 


berg and Rube Jackter. 


| 
| 
| 
_ 
| 


n 
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Wednesday, May 10, 1944 


VARIETY 


PRODUCED BY 


EDDIE CANTOR 


DIRECTED BY 


EDWIN L. MARIN 


Screea Play by Joseph Quillen aad 
Dorothy BeanetteStory by Bert Granet 


THE MUSICAL SHOW 
AND SHOW FOLK! 


GEORGE MURPHY 


JOAN 


DAVIS 


NANCY 


KELLY 


CONSTANCE 


MOORE 


DON DOUGLAS 


and 


GIRLS! 


featuring 


HIT SONGS FROM 
YOUR MEMORY PARADE 


— 


RKO 
“PICT UR | 


16 


INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 


‘WARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
Martin's Trafalgar 


Place, 


Exhib Squawks May Force Argenti 
0 Modify 40% Rental Quota Plan 


ma 


In M-G Melbourne Deal 


Sydney, May 9. 
Metro is reported trying to arrange 
a iy: for the takeover of the Cap- 
Melbourne. If the deal is given 


$5,000,000 Involved 


Montevideo, May 9 
Some kind of quota law saateaet 
than that originally planned but 
strongly affecting Hollywood distribs 


and local exhibitors. is certain to 
be placed into effect shortly as a 
result of Latin-America’s bitterest 


film battle in recent years, accord- 
ing to reliable information reaching 
here. 

Argentine military regime, which 
originally tried to ram down the de- 
cree forcing showings of native pro- 
ductions in a third of first runs and 
half of secondary situations at mini- 
mum rental of 40° (regardless of 
worth of pictures or public prefer- 
ence for U. S. fare), was so taken 
back by exhibs’ decision to turn over 
keys of their houses and retire from 
business rather than submit that at- 
tempts have been made to make the 
issue look like a fight betweer pro- 
ducers and exhibs. Instead it’s 
viewed in the trade as a knockdown 
battle between government and the- 
atre owners and the public. 4 

Public reaction following exhibs’ 
open letter to Director of Especacu- 
los Publicos last week was so strong 
that the military regime forced Pro- 
aucers Association to take big ads in 
all papers, making themselves ap- 
pear as opponents of the exhibs and 
insisting that the government was 
merely taking a fatherly interest in 
settling a private scrap. 

This morning the Authors Society 
publicly came to the defense of the 
producers who insist that Argentina- 
mades are unable to get a fair break 


in their own country and who de- 


mand that the quota system, a | | 


all nationals would be sure of play- 
ing time on percentage, by calling | 
for public support of the cause in the | 
name of patriotism. Series*of claims | 
and counterclaims attyacting the 
strongest interest with comment 
feneral that exhibs have been the 
only powerful trade group in Argen- 
tina yet to stand up to the military 
and assert their rights. 

Censorship of pro-democratic Yan- 
kee pix which the military has 
sought to make into a weapon in or- 
der to try and obtain vitally needed | 
rawstock for local industry from the 
U. S. continues hot and cold. 

Paramount’s “Five Graves 


Current London Shows 


London; May 9. 
“Are De Triomphe,” Phoenix. 
“Arsenic & Old Lace,” Strand. 
All Star Variety, 
“Alice in Wonderland,” Scala. 
“Blithe Spirit,” Duchess. 
“Druid’s Rest,” St. Martin’s 
“Dancing Years,” Adelphi. 
“G'nite Ladies,” Whitehall. 
“How're They at Home,” Apo! 
“Ideal Husband,” Wesiminster. 
“It’s Time to Dance,” Lyric. 
“Junior Miss,” Saville. 
“Lilac Domino,” Majestys. 
“Lisbon Story,” Hippodrome. 
“Love For Leve,” Haymarket. 
“Love Racket,” Princes. 


Palladium. 


“Meet Me, Victoria,” Vic Palace. 


“Mr. Bolfry,” Playhouse. 


“Old Chelsea,” Winter Garden. 


“Panama Hattie,” Piccadilly. 
“Pink String,” Duke of York’s. 
“Quiet Weekend,” Wyndhams. 
“Rest Is Silence,’ Wales. 
“Shall No Night,” Aldwych. 
“Soldier Xmas,” Vaudeville. 
“Something Boys,” Coliseum. 
“Something in Air,” Palace. 


“Sweeter Lower,” Ambassador. 


“10 Little Niggers,” St. 
“Uncle Harry,” Garrick. 
“While Sun Shines,” Globe. 


lo. | 


James. 


| it 

sanction it would in- | 
volve $5,000,000, covering the thea- 

| tre and shopping block in the theatre | 
building. Capitol_once was Para- | 

| mount’s show window in Melbourne. 

| Subsequently it was taken over from 

| the Phillips interests by a company 

|formed and operated by Charles 

; Munro and Maurice Sloman when 

| the latter two resigned from Hoyts 

circuit. 

| The theatre is leased by Hoyts, 

| 

| 


whose contract has about two years 
to run. 


Exchanges 


Continued from page 7 = 


here and Johnny Harris. president of 
Hornets and also Harris Amusement 
Co. head, asked Jack Howard, a star 
| defense man, what he was doing 
{until next winter. Next day he was 
manager of the Harris’ Northside in 
'place of Navy-bound Malcolm Mc- 
| Donald. 
| Latest femme head booker is Ceil | 
| Carpe, at Republic. 

i Grace O'Neil, in charge of War- 
|ners’ ad sales department, is taking 
indefinite leave of absence. 

John A. Reilly, vet theatre mana- 
ger who started with the old Row- 
land & Clark chain, now manager 
with Warner circuit. 

Archie Fineman and Mike Sha- 
piro, iocal circuit operators, pur- 
chased 900-seat Kinema in Los An- 
geles. Being managed by Fineman’s 


‘Something for Boys,’ 
2 Other Musicals 


May Vacate London 
May 9. 
Provisional notices are up for three 


London, 


| considered themselves wise guys. 


| the street. 


Literati 


Wise Guys 
Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

Many years ago George M. Cohan 
wrote a song, now forgotten, the title 
of which was given him by Wilson 
Mizner. It was called “The Sucker 
Is the Wise Guy After All.” 

This came about through a par- 


| ticular story told by Wilson: 


“It was a cold winter afternoon. 
Two grifters stood outside a pool) 
hall. The owner, inside, had be- 


hanging 
Warm, 


come tired of their merely 
around to keep themselves 


without ever either playing pool or | 


billiards. 
coat, the other, 


Their hands were blue 
from cold. 


“The entire proposition facing the | 


two buddies was bad indeed. Weeks 
overdue in rent, both had been 
locked out of their rooms at 


cheap hotel where they had lived. 
All their tips on horses had gone 
sour. The confidence game, as far as 
they were concerned, was blue. They 
yet 
here they stood, a couple of broken 
bums. 

“Just then a 
They 


car stopped across 
could see what they 


admitted was a beautiful doll, drip- 
ping with furs, flashing with ice. 


Beside her sat a young man dressed 
in the height of fashion. 
the back door of the car, spoke to 
the chauffeur, helped the swell broad 
to the sidewalk. He took her arm, 
and they walked together up the av- 
enue. 


One guy wore a thin over- | 
lacking an overcoat, | wood 
had his suit collar turned up. Neither | 
had gloves. 


the 


He opened | 


15, investigating alleged discriming. 
tion in the administration and dis. 
tribution of paper, with the objective 
the establishing of uniform standards 
and procedures governing paper dis- 
tribution to all publishers, 


Fadiman Joins Up 
Clifton Fadiman has been made a 


member of the editorial board of 


| the Book-of-the-Month Club. 


Appointment is the first addition 
to board of editors since the organ. 
ization was launched 18 years 
with Dorothy Canfield, 
Morley. 


ago, 
Christopher 
Henry Seidel Canby, Hey. 
Broun, who died in 1939. and 
the late William Allen White, as the 
five judges. 


Yank Goes to 14 Editions 

Yank, the Army weekly. now has 
14 editions. The latest, started re. 
cently in Naples, is called the “Euro- 
pean edition,” being the first on the 
continent of Europe. Edition is one 
of the best, being printed by roto. 
gravure process like Yank’'s N. 
Br itish, Australian and Alaskan edi. 
tions. The G.I. staff (excluding Maj, 
Robert Strother, in charge) consists 
of four reporters, two photographers, 
a production man—and a cook. Last- 


| named, a G.I. of Italian parentave, in 

spare time acts as linotype super. 
visor and interpreter for the type- 
seiters. 

Staff includes T/Szts. Burgess 
Scott and Geo. (Shim) Aarons, 
writer-photog tezm who were with 
British 8th Army for full Tunisian 
campaign. 


“One broke grifter spoke out of 
| Paul Krumenacker, who left sales | the of the 
|at WB here to become company) _ hat a 
branch manager in Albany, back) Sucker! 
here as sales head under Dinty| Continued Mizner: “The sucker is 
Moore exchange chief; replaces| the wise guy after all.” The wise 
Jerry Wechsler, switched to Boston. guys were speaking of a fellow who 
Harry Horoff and Max Bloomberg,; had youth, money, a fine car, and | 
Portage exhibs, acquired Rivoli,! in the company of a beautiful girl 
Beaverdale, formerly run by Ray | you can’t be too sure was about to 
Allison circuit. | double-cross him. There spoke the 
Johnny Harris, Harris Amusement! blindness of a lot of birds who think 
| Co. head. named chairman of film in-| the world owes ‘em a living. but they | 


dustry’s 50th Anni celebration in tri- 


; can't collect.” 


They are “Some- | is new manager of | Cohan chuckled, asked Wilson's 
| thing for the, Boys at the Coliseum,! Mono exchange here, replacing | P¢T™ssion to use the line, received | 
| “Arc Triomphe” at the Phoenix,| Mark Goldman. Fineberg with a it—and_ the song soon afterward 
|and “Jill Darling’ at the Winter! partner, Jim Alexander, held Re- | Came into being. 

Garden. public franchise in Pittsburgh until John Wilstach. 


to| 


Cairo” getting the green light is an: 
example while United Artists anti-| 


Nazi “Hangmen Also Die” 
strongly scissored. Argentine papers 
are forbidden to mention this angle, 
and producers are reported scrap- 
ping internally since many believe 
the quota law will permanently cut 
off ee of raw film stock. 


NEW PRIESTLEY PLAY 


SOCKO IN LONDON 


London, May 9. 


“How Are They ” 
J. B. Priestley play, 
Apollo last Thursday 
enthusiastically 


at Home.” new 


came into the 


(4) 
received here. 


and W as | 


Looks certain of success. 


Outdoor Bally Booms 


was | 


Mexico City’s Film Bit 


May 
Building boom here is being a 


Mexico City. 


U. S. film companies for elaborate 
avail- 
abie spot has been grabbed off for 


outdoor adve.tising. Every 


these outdoor displays. Many signs 
are spectacular. Excavation projects 
bear lifesize cardboard displays of 
Spanish and U. S. film stars. One 
illuminated sign, half a block long, 
announces wupe Velez in “Nana.” 
Publicists also are having a field 
day ir Mexico City dailies. Mexican 
hewspapers have ot felt the paper 
shortage and the usual drama sec- 


tion runs five pages 
tising publicity news. 
paying off. with theatres packed. 
Many theatres here are as impres- 
Sive as deluxe houses of New York. 
Outstanding the Metropolitan, 
with its block-long lobby. There are | 
7 open here. 


of solid adver- 
All of this is 


is 


toeatres now 


Littler Adds to Chain 


London, May 9. 
Prince Littler has taken cover the | 
Phoenix theatre from Tom Arnold’ 


On lease which runs 12 more years. 

Littler already controls Stoll] 
circuit and Associated Theatre prop- 
erties. 


the 


| 
| 


Several other shows are shaky. 


‘Henry V’ (Olivier) 


cently. 
Hymie Wheeler named city sales 


that company bought them out a 
|rep and office manager of Republic | 


| by newly-appointed exchange head, 
|Svd Lehman. Joe Murdock, vet dis- | 

Completed by Rank trict theatre manager, returning to 
Warners to manage Columbia in! 
London, May 9. | Erie: replaces Eldon O'Neill, going | 
Two Cities Films has just com- | !Mto service, | 
pleted “Henry V” in Technicolor for | | 
J. Arthur Rank. Film was produced | More Dark Houses 


and directed by Laurence Olivier | Buffalo, May 9. 

and he is starred. New Oakdale. operated by Sol 

Although budgeted at $1,500,000, Raives for past five years, sold to | 

understood that the production 

wound up costing closer to $2,000,000. | ;,,, only part time, being closed at | 
midweek. 

WB Names Embassy, Rochester, dark since | 
| April 16. 

Film Exchange Employees, Locals | 


For So.-Central America 


F9 and B39. installed new officers last 
week. Arnold Febri is president F9 
Sam Bekeris, in Argentina film and Harold Randall B9. 
work for the last two yéars. was A. G. Leonard resigned as Syra- 
named Warners’ district supervisor | cuse UA salesman. 
for Central America and west coast William Graham succeeded 
area of South America last week. George Sussman as 20th-Fox office 
esides Central American countries, ™@™48er Sussman to Paramount 
he will cover Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia o> eee capacity. . 
PRC named Leo Murphy branch 


essing vsti ormeriy was in we pic- Circle theatre. formerly operated 
ture business in Spain and Central, by Paul Grummet, now Army. taken 
Eut ecru countries. over by M. Konczakowski as fifth 


Brazil Film Biz Big, 


Relates WB’s Ary Lima | 


theatre in Konczakowski chain. 


Defers te National Pastime 


Detroit, May 9. 
Brazil continues to enjoy a ter- The annual meeting of thé stock- 
rific boom at film theatres, according holders of the Cooperative Theatres 
» Ary Lima. Warners’ managing di- ©! Michigan was held here today 
rector for Brazil, who's in New York S)‘¢T Seve a weeks pos Kponement 
I origin iate 1 el! 
for his first visit in years led off 
Vas Ci a or the pix men ais- 
— Brazil's national law re- covered that it fell on the op¢ ning 
quires showing of one native -made day of the baseball season and gave 
feature per vear, plus one Brazilian | a priority. as usual, to the game. 
short on each program. Lima said 
| 
But this has all the earmarks of be- | , - 
ing the start of additional forced | . ] 
Charlotte, N. C., May 9. 
playing of Brazil-made pictures. he David B A 
age ) aba 5.4 araiio 
country is only sufficient to meet the 


| annually, 


national statute of 
hibitor show one -Brazilian 


Lima stated. 


Mexico Crix Laud ‘Flesh’ 


making each ex- 
feature 


theatres. Concord ‘tN. C. Theatres, 
Inc.), to take over exec post of asst. | 
sales manager of the Hoover Sales 
Corp. with offices at Hoover Hosiery 


Co. at Concord, N. C. Austell’s suc- | 
cesscr will be Glenn Groce, of | 
Rockingham, where he is manager 


of theatre operated there by N. C.! 
Mexico City. May 9. Theatres, Inc. : 
| Mexican film critics union has | | 
voted “Flesh and Faiitasy.” Uni- Canadian Theatre Reepens 
versal picture. top foreign screen | 
production to be shown here so far ‘ 
in 1944 Sam Rosthein, manager Olympia. 
Assiniboia, transferred to Winnipeg. | 
Also named Dolores de! Rio's star- Milden, Sask., theatre, dark for t vo | 
rer, “Maria Candelaria,’ best Mexi- | yea will be reopened by A. A. | 
jcan film in that period. | Long, Rosetown, Sask. 


Unfinished White, Cebb Autobiogs 
Two 


famed writers who 


Fanny Hurst Turns Film Critie 
Novelist Fanny Hurst tu 
reviewer in August issue of 
Screen mag. She'll do one 


rns film 
Modern 


picture a 


month, with Virginia Wilson, fan 
mag’s critic, doing the rest. 

Miss Hurst's selection will be 
{named by Modern Screen as ‘the 
“Movie of the Month.” 

Long Trip to No Avail 

Stephen Laird, head of London bu- 
reau of Time magazine, flew to Al- 
lentown, Pa., from London to be 
examined for the draft, only to be 
rejected. 

Laird had been classified 1-A by 
|his draft board last * month, and 


when called for examination secured 


died re- 
cently left autobiogs unfinished. | 
They were William Allen White, 


editor and publisher of the Emporia 
(Kan.) Gazette, Irvin Cobb. 

W. L. White, of the noted 
editor, and himself a scribbler of 
no mean rep, has told friends he’s 
been looking over the material left 
by his parent his autobiog and 
will likely finish the Not in- 
dicated as yet what disposition will 
be made of Cobb's autobiog. Actually, 
the Cobb autobiog isa sequel to one 
he did years ago. 


and 


son 


for 


work. 


some 


N. Y. Daily's Scoop Scooped 


When the pick-up and so-called 
victory girl angle of juve delin- 
quency in New York was at fever 
heat some months ago, the Jo irnal- 
American sent out district re porters 
to corral some of the talkative 
femmes regarding their modu op 
erandi Kids were given time of 
their lives. It all added up to a 
$1,500 expense bill. 


However, series was sidetracked 
by special stuff on Louis ‘(Lepke) 
Buchhalter and during the interim 
the Daily News beat J-A to the 
Sun on the pick-ups. In order to 
| Justify original expenditure, the J-A 
has commissioned Frank Mahon, who 
covers the Broadway beat, to con- 
dense into 700 or 800 words a feature 
for the Saturday azine section 
This will set ‘em bac! notnel ) 
customarily given to iff n bei 
for such feature 

Ray Josephs’ Lecture Tour 

Ray Josephs, Latin-American cor- 
responaent for “Variety” and_ the 
Marshall Field Svndicate €aving 
Buenos Aires in May for a lecture 
tour in this country. ; 

Enroute, he will do a series of 
| round-up pieces for “Variety” on the 
entertainment industry in « ach of the 
countries he visits. 

Paper Probe 

Senator Kenneth S. Wherry of 
Nebraska, member of the Complaint 
|Committee of the Senate Small 
| Business Committee. is requesting ! 
information from all newspaper, 
;Magazine and book publishers on 
their paper problems. 
| Request is in connection with pub- 


lic hearing of the committee on May 


transportation aboard a clipper. He 
now plans returning to London. 
N. ¥. World-Tele, Sun Hike Price 
N. Y. World-Telegram rai its 
newsstand price from three to five 
cents Monday (8) and the N. Y. Sun 


sea 


followed suit on Tuesday. so all 
afternoon papers are now a _ nickel, 
Journal-American, Post and PM 
having been that price for some 
time. 

Morning dailies may also go up 
from the present three-cent rate for 
Times and,Herald Tribune and two 
cenis for Mirror and Out-of- 
town the Times and Herald Tribune 

re four cents, while the Mirror and 
News are three cents. 


“Geoldbergs’” Cartoon 


Gertrude Berg’s “The Goldbe rgs,” 
in their 15th year of radio, will be- 
come the subiect of a ited 
artor strip released thro the 
N. Y. Post Syndicate sta y ins 
month, 

Mrs. Berg, who writes and pro- 
duces the radio serial and portrays 
“Molly.” will write the continuity for 


the sti 


p. 


Pleasant Rejection 


A very welcome rejection was re- 
ceived by Army Lieutenant Seaman 
former Bro: p.a 

Seems that about a year ago he 
sent a contribution to the Reader's 
Dice for its Life in These lI ted 
States feature, which pays $100 for 
accepted squib Last eck RD 

te him a letter t the 
piece (53 words long), i te 
or that fea ( B as 
being used as a filler Aliso ene 
closed was a check for $200 

H. Allen Smith Gives ‘Em 

H. Allen Smith's third book, “Lost 
in the Horse Latitudes,” slated 10Fr 
October publication via Doubleday, 
Doran, is like his “Low Man cn 4 
Totem Pole” and “Life in a Futty 
Knife Factory.” in that the title 
starts withan“L.” That’saS 
ian hunch. DD and he nixed “Like 


Flephants I Remember” as a new 


book title, because it was m rypue 
enough. 

Man” now in its second 
600, is being published in a aller 
“Mocein Library” type format, for 
paper conservation, and ail three 
books may be in uniform size. 
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Walters-Flippen ‘Slap-Happy’ Vauder 
Looks Plenty Rough in Balto Tryout 


Baltimore, May 7. 

“Slap-Happy.” vaudeville revue in 
tico acts; presented by Lou Walters; 
staged bu Wally Wanger; dances by 
Maerjery Fielding: costumes by Ben 
Wallace and Madame 
ery by Kaj Velden; incidental lurics 
bo Benny Davis, music by Ted Mur- 
ray; orchestra direction by 
Kavanaugh; at Ford's theatre, 
timore, Md.. May 7 °44. $3.33. 

Principals: Jay C. Flippen, Chico 
Mara. Cross & Dunn. Renee de 
Kiareo, Pat Rooney. Sheldon, 
Terry Lawlor, Eddie Hailey. Whit- 
sou Bros. (2), Johniu Mack, Loretta 
Fischer, Ben Cutler, Harold Haskin. 

Showgirls: Gloria Reillu, Dede 
Barrington. Kathryn Reed. Helen 
Simpson, Almita Arteaga. Rae Hardis 


Dancers:§ Lunn Murtha, Elaine 
Singer, Bee Farnum, Kay Popp. !} 
Doris Celi. Rosemaru Ryan. Jive 


Powers. Betty Fraucyss, Marion Kay, 
Darlene Zito, Betty Bausher. Char- 
lotte Loraine, Elaine Meredith. 

Presented as a “variety frolic” 
fimed at a legit stand on Broadway. 
this vadde revue is little more than 
én ordinary fiash usually sold 
combo with a first-run film. On 
Broadway and for more than a two 
buck top it’s a gamble. 

Scenic investiture flimsy 
gaudy, the costuming being a trifle 
more lavish. Specialties do 
blend into the attempts at produc- 
tion numbers and the entire lavoyt 
results in a conglomeration of stand- 
ard acts. 
absolutely nothing.. 

It's billed as Lou Walters’ presen- 


1S 


fation of Jay C. Flippens “Slap- 
Happy.” It’s actually that, and Flip- 
pen is in and out in his familiar 


x#roove of emcee. tossing a few nif- 
ties about and trying to make things 
jeil. He's better when he’s handling 


& gag in one. That really is his 
racket. Chico Marx shares top bill- 


ing, and aside from a few rather in- 


Berthe; scen- | 


and | 


not |} 


The rest of the effort adds | 


fire stuff at the piano. Another 
standout is Gene Sheldon and his 
Gead-pan clowning = and banjo- 


He is also used through- 
out and that may be a mistake. An- 
other panto comic is Eddie Hanley 
and he comes too close to Sheldon to 


count. 
Ray j 


Cross and Dunn score with their 
two-way vocals and Renee DeMarco 
, is decorative in solo dance spots. The 


Whitson Brothers. now reduced toe utes of dansapation and choral mu- 
two, click with their comedy risiey thets surefire in anybody's thea- 
work and Johnny Mack shakes out | His grosses past and present 
some smooth and rapid tappery toe attest to that. Opening and closing 
good response. are in keeping with the martial 

After that there’s not much left SP! the intro being a salute to the 
except for same nice looking show- armed forces, comprising the Air 
virls who could stand better hand- Corps Song, “Say 2 Prayer for the 
ling and a line that punches out Boys Out Phere” and = “Onward 
some standard routines. Christian Soldiers,’ while the finale | 


Walters might salvage something 


for regular vaude dates. On the 

strength of its catching here, “Slap 

Happy” shouldn't be brought past 

| Manhattan Transfer. Burin. 

| Earle. Wash. 

| Washington, Muy 5 
Hal LeRoy, Moro and Yacorelli 

Eileen Ritter. Roxyettes, Jo Lom- 

bardis House Band; “Adventures | 


| Mark Twain’ (WB), 


With 
; allotted to stage show this week 
;short and sweet. Band is onstage 


bardi as a Caballero. It’s colortul 
|setting, with Roxyettes on_ stilts 
|} opening session. Dancing line. lec 
|} by Eileen Ritter, introduces Moro 
jand Yaconelli. Comics get a good 
deal of fun out of their instruments 
and contrasting personalities. 

Hal Le Roy is still possessed of 
magic feet. 
zling routines. Encore is a sit down 
dance. Roxyettes close with a 
|hotcha number, colorful and_ fast. 


nocuous bits, he hits the jackpot late | Just 30 minutes, but all of it worthy. 


in the second portion with his sure- 


Arke. 


New York Theatres 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


RIVOLI Bway & 49th St. 


'| John Garfield @ Paul Henreid 
| | Sydney GREENSTREET - Eleanor PARKER 
In Warner Bros, Hit 

| “BETWEEN TWO WORLDS” 
| IN PERSON 

| The U. & Coast Guard Presents 
TARS and SPARS 


featuring VICTOR MATURE 


| BROADWAY at 47th ST. S T R A N D 


New High Mark in Warner 


Entertainment... 


“The Adventures of 
MARK TWAIN” 


Starring 
Fredrie Alenis 
MARCH @ SMITH 


BROADWAY at sist st. HOLLYWOOD 


a 130 minute picture, time | 
for War-stamp prizes (xylo- | 


is | 


'in Mexican garb, with Maestro Lom- | 


He clicks out two siz- | 


DOORS OPEN 10 A.M. 
POPULAR PRICES! 


Paramount Presents 


“GOING MY WAY" 
with Bing Crosby end Rise Stevens 


In Person 
CHARLIE SPIVAK 
Tip, Tap & Toe Wesson Bros. 
PARAMOUNT 


BADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 
“The White Cliffs 


Dover” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


In Person 


On Screen 


Thurs. May if Sunny 

“Andy Hardy's Skylar 
Blonde Adrian 
Trouble" 


| Mickey Rooney 
tonita Granville 


"PIN-UP GIRL” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
Pine A Sth Ave 
Big St 
ROX Y 


St. 


HELD OVER 8rd WEEK 


Strange 


VICTORIA THEATRE 
Broadway at 46th Street 


*United Artists Presents 


“Knickerbocker Holiday” 


Starring CHARLES COBURN 


B'WAY & 


x PA LAC 47th St. 
“SHOW BUSINESS” 


Kiddie CANTOR - George MURTHY 


Jean DAVIS - Naney KELLEY 


Capitol. N. Y. 
Phil Spitalny and Hour of Chari 


| Orch (35), featuring Evelyn, Viol 
Smith, Anita and Ruth, Maxine, 
‘Vivien, Beatrice Howell, Clawson | 


Triplets; “Gaslight” (M-G) reviewed | 


in ihis issue. 
Not for naught is Phil Spitalny 


pre-eminent in his field Separate 
and apart from the novelty of the 
extra s.a. values that evolve from 
all-femme aggregation, the con- 
‘summate basic showmanship, so 
| well-paced, must add up to a terrific 
total for any batoneer who obvious- 
ly invests as much thought to his 
presentation as does this maestro. 
Spitalny dishes up a zingy 55-min- 


is a rousing, patriotic, 
and-blue Cohanesque closer as the 
ifemme 802ers and the choir, in 
inumerical strength (35), 
for the “National Emblem.” 

In between is dished forth an as- 
}sortment of musical tutti-frutti of 
ihighly palatable assortment. They 


combine 


comprise “Besame Mucho,” a dandy | 


Drum | 


arrangement; Viola Smith's 
Concerto; Evelyn's ever-surefire vio- 


lin solos. two svelte arrangements of | 


“Night and Day” and “Holiday for 
‘Strings’ «the latter should be waxed 
fo. the records); the challenge rou- 
tine. with standout bits by the band 


|} accordion-pianist Ruth was the wir.- 
{nah at the show caught); and Vivian 
with her effective sopranoing of a 
|**Merry Widow” medley. These are 
| but a few of the highlights. 

In between Spitalny the 
Clawson Triplets. alumnae of the 
‘bistros, doing special arrangements 
(of “Take It Easy” and their own 
,comedy medley, of which the high- 
| hight thei revealing costuming. 
The personable gais get over more 
on Chassis than chanson. 

Beatrice Howell's mimicry runs 
the usual gamut of Barrymore, Loy, 
Dead End Kid, Stanwyck, Bette 
Davis, Hepburn and Boyer, and is a 
click interlude. 

Sartorially Spitalny must 
thrown the checkbook at Carnegie 
or Bergdorf; the gals are all looks 
ers in their dainty dresses, and 
Allen Zee. the new Capitol stayer, 
has done right by them all the way 
on -production lighting, ete. 

Maestro Spitalny has one of the 
most expert teams he’s ever assem- 
bled in those seven brasses, seven 
| violins, four reeds, two pianos and 
| five rhythm (string bass, tuba, harp, 
|drums and guitar), augmented by 


is 


| the choral ensemble and the vocal | 


They make a flash in- 
| deed as they break up into 
}trios and solos; or when Evelyn is 


centered amidst a vocal choir of 26, 


| specialists. 


}or when the violin sextet is flank- 
ing her in the other interludes. For | 
“Onward Christian Soldiers” two} 
buglers (Anita and Ruth) are in 
the stage boxes, and for “Lost 
Chord.” announced as the most re- 
quested hymn on their “Hour of 
Charm” radio show, there is an ef- 
fective organ stereopticon  back- 


ground to give the Sir Arthur Sulli- 

van classic appropriate motif. 
Withal, Loew-Metro’s Broadway 

flagship deluxer has itself a distin- 


| guished stage presentation. Spital- 
;ny. when last here seven 
| months ago with “Stage Door Can- 
| teen.” stayed eight weeks. He's in| 
|for at least six weeks with “Gas- 
| ight.” Abel. 
State. N. ¥. 

Milt Britton Band (14) with Joe 

Brition. Buddy Raymon, Audrey 


| Sperling; Benay 
| Kaye,’ Ross Sisters 
i“Andy -Hardy’s 
‘M-G) reviewed 
April 5, °44. 


Venuta, Stubby 
(3), Gibsons +2): 
Blonde Trouble” 
in “Variety” of 


State show is loaded with comedy, 
| topflight singing and enough variety 
to suffice. 

Benay Venuta is song topper, and 
easily standout. 
|mops up with zany antics and is 
} about the slickest combo he’s had in 


;some time. Their funniest routine 
in the by-play by Joe Britton and 
{Buddy Ramon in “Injun’ Gal.” 


| Familiar slapstick put them over big 
jhere, that wild climax bringing 
idown the house, Audrey Sperling, 


1s ivacious femme vocalist, does nice- | 


lv with two numbers, 


| Benay Venuta, of radio and more 
| lately in Broadway show, “By Jupi- 


jter,” clicks easily. She picked a 
“Te” | trim array of tunes. including 
|*‘“Great Day.” “I Love You,” “San | 

of €a € u, San 

BERGMAN Fernando Valley,” “Little Brown 
sostrn Suit.” and “Take It Easy.” during 

Under | which Stubby Kaye and the singer 

"GASLIGH PHIL SPITALN | jitterbug. Miss Venuta had fo beg 


off, 
| Kaye, who has been playing N. Y. 
j;nightclubs since reiurning from a 
|USO tour in Sicily and Italy, has 
tsharpened his routine” since last 
; caught. Material is brighter, and he 
;Smartly has added two songs, both 
| perodies, One is on “Pistol Packin’ 
Mama.” 

Ross TrioéNew Acts) and Gibsons 
duo round out the bill. Sisters do 
jnicely with difficult acrobatic rou- 
and steps. Knife-tossing male 


red-white- | 


full | 


have | 


vocal | 


Miit Britton’s band ! 


as expert as ever; his 

onde partner is the target. 

ing climax is still evident. 
Wear. 


Paramount, N. 


Charlie Spivak Orch, Wesson Bros., 
Tip, Tap & Toe, Jimmy Saunders, 
Irene Daye; “Going My Way” (Par), 
reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 26, 44, 


Charlie Spivak orchestra, two vo- 
calists ‘Jimmy Saunders and Irene 
Daye’), plus the Wesson Bros. and 
Tip, Tap and Toe, combine to make 
|solid in-person entertainment on a 
43-minute stint being done here. 


| With the stage nicely set, effective | 
| lighting and scenic backgrounds en- | 


/ hance the value of the show. 


| Spivak’s 17-man outfit opens with 


i“I Know That You Know.” 
substantial-looking Spivak bringing 
his trumpet into effective play. It’s 
'a lively jive number. “Besame 
Mucho,” with Spivak’s trumpet again 
featured, is a particularly fine ar- 
rangement. Toward the close comes 
‘One O'Clock Jump,” the only three 
numbers the band does alone. 
| Jimmy Saunders is on early. He 
‘has a sturdy voice, well controlled. 
and in two numbers goes over 
very well. Miss Daye is doing three 
songs. “Once Too Often.’ which is 
fair: her impact is stronger on “Tl 
Get By” and still stouter doing “‘Tess’ 
Torch Song.” 
Wesson Brothers are on toward the 
| close and are terrific. Lads recently 
returned from a tour of Overseas 
|camps. Their amusing impressions 
lof Charlie McCarthy, a dime-store 
cosmetic demonstrator, Frank Sin- 
atra, and, particularly, a caricature 
of Mr. and Mrs. F.D.R. When caught 
they encored with a very funny stint 
!about a defense worker and _ his 
| money. 
| Tip, Tap and Toe, colored hoofers 
|;par excellence, ‘score stoutly with 
fine sofit-shoe, buck, novelty shuffile 
and other types of hoofery, 
Char. 


with the 


Orpheum, L. A. 
Los Angeles, May 4. 
Ina Ray Hutton Orch (15) 
Stuart Foster, Jack Purcell, Roger 
| Ellick; Ollie O'Toole, Kim Loo Sis- 
|ters (3), Arnie Hartman, Christine 
“Detective Kitty O'Day” 


| Forsyth; 
| (Mono). 
| 

| Ina Ray Hutton, femme baton- 
| waver fronting an all-male crew, }s 
|chief draw of well-rounded 
| pheum bill this week, Orch 
| the loud side. 


is on 


Opener for crew is “Hedge Hop- | 


pin’.” 
| eye-appeal, then vocals ‘Tess’ Torch 
|Song” to okay reception. Orch’s 
guitarist, Jack Purcell, solos “China 
Boy” and Roger Ellick, trumpeter 
gets the spotlight for “Georgia on 
| Mind.” Stuart Foster, vocalist, gives 
{nice piping to “Besame Mucho” and 
|“Couldn’t Sleep a Wink Last Night.” 

Ollie O'Toole, from radio's “Pot 
o’ Gold” program, clicks with rapid- 
|fire, barbed vocal impersonations. 
She gives ‘em going-over for 
|laughs. Kim Loo Sisters, attractive 
Chinese girls with good voices and 
}excellent stage presence, are a hit 
with a variety of tempos, 

Arnie Hartman and_ accordion 
have a Chautauqua circuit flavor 
that gets top results from an audi- 
ence that usually doesn’t go for such 
; tunes as “The Stars and Stripes For- 
ever” and “Glow Worm,” but his 
squeeze-boxing put them over 
earn two encores. Christine 
Forsyth, shapely six-foot femme, 
displays her gams in a routine tap 
turn to garner appreciative whistles. 

Brog. 


National, L’ville 
Louisville. May 5. 
Borrah Minevitch Harmonica Ras- 
cals, Jack Marshall, Gaynor & Ross 
(2), Phil Brito, Pansy, the Herse: 
“Lady, Let’s Dance” (Mono). 


| Billed as “Derby Week” show. this 
lineup is top notch fare for gee-zee 
fans who still have the price after 

}an afternoon at the Downs. 

|; Gaynor & Ross, roller skating duo, 


| dips, and whirls, working on a small 
elevated platform. Swell roller 
skating turn. 

Jack Marshall, who was at 
gruss Room here couple years ago, 
back with his hat manipulations, 
and Pvt. Butchie McGurk impres- 
sion. He has improved his act and 
it makes a hit with the patrons. 

Good impressicn, too, is made by 


Phil Brito, recording baritone. 
While not so well known as othe 
male singers, Brito has a smooth 
style and a voice that has plenty 
lemme appeal. Does “Somebody 
Loves You,” “I Love You.” “Sor- 


rento,” and “It's Love, Love. Love.” 
Geared for laughs, Pansy, the 
horse is ideal for juve audiences. as 


well as adults. Antics of the prop 
horse,” played by the Mayos, pile 
up guffaws. Marilyn Mayo adds 


heaping measure of s.a. and is an 
excellent straight. 

Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals outfit is working without 
Minevitch, but routine is in all re- 
spects the same, with the dwarf 
comic, fat boy, and the rest. in a 
hodge podge of pushing eacn other 
around, and the like. 

} Biz light at first show Friday (5). 
Hold. 


with | 


Or- | 


and Miss Hutton, gowned for | 


4 
LO | 


get it away briskly with socko spins. | 


Blue- | 


Strand, N. Y. 


“Tars and Spars,’ book and lyrics 
by Howard Dietz, music by Lr, 
Vernon Duke, staged by Max Lieb- 
man, dances, Ted Gary, Ben Harrod 
conducting band, arrangements by 
|Clare Grundman; principals, Bill 
| Skipper, Gary, Tom Dowling, Gloria 
|Tickell, Ed Clay, Benny Yafee, 
| Robt. Fallow, Sidney Caesar, Arline 
| E. Pierce, Lorraine Whitney. Chas. 
| Hogg, Dolores Kennedy, Marjorie 
| Parker, Gower Champion, Coralee 
Budson, Jeanne Freed, Geo. Bauer, 
| Margaret Kennebeck, Peta Gladke, 
| Harry Blumenthal, Mare Ballero and 


| Victor Mature; “Between Two 
| Worlds” (WB), reviewed in this 
issue, 
The Strand has a $5,500 bargain 
in “Tars and Spars,” its current 


| U. S. Coast Guards stage show. And 
that includes a name in Victor Ma- 
, ture. CBM. wnich stands for Chief 
Boatswain's Mate. 

Howard Dietz and Lt. Vernon 
|; Duke USCGR (T) have fashioned a 
nifty hour’s revue,-staged by Metro's 
Max Liebman, with dances by Ted 
Gary, coxswain, ex-“Babes in Arms.” 
The general idea is CG recruiting, 
and the pretty 15 Spars, 12 boys, 
i'band of 15, plus assorted principals, 


stage mer., wardrobe mistress, 
;makeup man (‘Frank Westmore, of 
ithe Hollywood clan, is now in the 


'CG) total 65 people, front and back. 


visible male personnel, prin- 
cipals and chorus, comprises 23; 
femmes, 22: band of 15, maestroed 


|} by Ben Harrod. Noresare they land- 
lubber commandos, this being the 
'Combat Band of the U.S.S. Samuel 

Chase, veterans of the North Africa, 
Sicily and Salerno campaigns. 

The general premise is to project 
the CG's importance, not merely as 
'shore-line defenders but as over- 
combatants. 
| Where the picture houses figure is 
via its’ nominal $5,500 cast for exe 
| penses, since there can be no ‘'sal- 
wry” otherwise. 

The Strand has accorded “Tars 
and Spars” a lush setting, plus a 
specially rigged affair, flanking both 
sides of the auditorium. Leo Mor- 


gan rates a bow for production 
| values, 

The personnel is chiefly ex-pro, 
isuch as Bill Skipper (‘Star and 


| Garter”); Ted Gary, above-identi- 
fied: Tom Dowling, Metro: Ed Clay, 
ex-“Oklahoma”™; Charles Hogg, Co- 


lumbia Pics; comedian Sidney 
Caesar, complete newcomer, but 
surefire pro postwar; Harry Blu- 


ex-Borrah Minevitch har- 

Gower Champion tand 

Jeanne), svelte ballroomologist,. now 
i clicking with his solo terps; Mare 
Ballero, mimic, from the niteries as 
emcee-comedian; and of course 
| Mature who cuts a nifty figure in his 
| service whites. and is saved for the 
| finale with a little speechlet to ex- 
| plain the show’s purpose, but doing 
| little else. 
There are other worthy highlights, 
| such as Gloria Tickell as lead Spar; 
{the legmania Benny Yaffee and 
| Robert Fallow, with their buck-and- 
wing: Marjorie Parker's number- 
|leading of “Palm Beach,” with its 
| colorful rhumba atmosphere. 

Mature ribs himself on the “beau 
tiful hunk of man” as a “hunk of 
| junk.” and highlights that the band 
| has done 16 months of convoy duty 
| overseas; also that the gals could ree 
; lieve many a desk jobholder by en- 
|listing. The lobby has an enliste 
'ment booth. 


| menthal, 
monicaist;: 


Lt.. (jg) Elmer P. Cook, Jr., and 
Lt. (jg) Dorothy Gillam are the of- 
ficers in charge under Capt. Ellis 
Reed-Hill, chief of Coast Guard pub- 
lic relations. Ex-MCA and GAC 
p.a. Seymour N. Heller, SP2c 
|is press rep with the troupe. And a 


| dandy show it is too, not forgetting 


a couple of click tunes in “Arm in 
Arm” and “The Silver Shield” finale. 
| Abel. 
| Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, May 5. 
Mal Hallett’s Orch (14) with 
Dorea Vincent, Don Scott: Phil 
Regan, Rochelle Beebe, Jean Carroll 
Canada Lee; “Action in Arabia 


| (RKO). 


Canada Lee is a fine dramatic ac- 


tor. But someone ought to tip him 
oft that he isn’t (1) a comedian (2) 


a singer. 

Making his initial vaude appear- 
ance here, Lee’s act is a dud when 
he essays a couple of “I met-Bob- 
Hope-in-Holl4wood” routines, an 


his attempts at singing “Do Noth- 
ing Till You Hear From Me” draw 
only polite reaction. It’s not until 
he gets into his own groove, dra- 
matics, that Lee measures up. He 
reads a letter, purportedly from a 


friend at the front, and, although it 
suffers from a propaganda taint. it's 
punchy and gets an okay receptien. 
Phil Regan, closing, handi- 
capped by lack of rehearsal when 
caught, but his iniectious Irish wit 
(Continued on page 38) 
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HIT OHIO INSTITUTE PRESTIGE 


The Danger of Dullness 


Oldtimers attending this year’s Institute for Education by Radio 
at Columbus, O., over the past weekend were unusually outspoken in 
their private criticism of the stagemanagement of the meetings, 
the poor quality of many sessions that need not have been bad, 
and of many of the chairmen, including in this latter connection 
academic back-scratching and mutual admiration among Ohio 
State professors themselves. Also the failure to do anything in the 

* vital war year 1944—something different in any real way from pre- 
vious Institutes—brought up the question whether it wouldn’t have 
been better evidence of good-will and judgment to have skipped 
the conclave altogether this year. 


In 1943 the Institute broke its own attendance record with some 
This year the registration zoomed again to around 
“despite” the war is 
“because” of the war. 


650 present. 


1,000. To think of this showing as occurring” 
Obviously the attendance was 


unrealistic. 


Although there had been criticism of the Institute’s unimagina- 
tive procedures in former years, 
arrangements seemed especially marked this year, this impression 
forming a background for the unfortunate cutting short by an 
Ohio State “visiting chairman” of the exciting Sunday afternoon 
session on race, labor and international relations. 
of poor showmanship evident in many directions. 
referred to the wartime Institute: 


that never left the dock.” 


Presence of large numbers of teen-age students from local 
schools attracted considerable unfavorable comment from broad- 
casters, who said they saw little sense in travelling great distances 
in wartime to address their fellow-broadcasters plus the school 
teachers and students of Columbus, Dayton, Cleveland and other 


nearby cities. 


It got to be a habit by the third day of the Institute, with the 
results that informal lists of Institute practices most disliked were 
talked up, with dull chairmen leading the list. 


One of the most 


telling points was the failure of the Institute to attract first-rate 
educators, with professional radio people far outnumbering the 


educators and making the very name of the Institute a misnomer. 


Consensus of critical opinion as expressed amounted to a feeling 
that the Institute was badly in need of fresh organizational brains 


and radio-knowledgable masters of ceremonies. 


Otherwise, despite 


the deceptive “vigor” suggested by big enrollments of 1943 and ’’44, 
the Institute will lose the support of the radio professionals and the 


prestige of its years. 


That the Institute’s best friends were won- 


dering if the officials were not showing a dangerous complacency 
based on the wartime registrations, with little supporting evidence 
of aseiiated its own in other ways, is the tipof?. 


Rating System 


Called a ‘Crime’ 


Columbus, O., May 9. 
It remained for an_ out-of-the- 
country participant in the Columbus 
Institute for Education by Radio to 
draw one of the greatest rounds of 


salvos from the educator representa- | 


HOT JAZZ SERIES 
MULLED BY BLUE 


tion in what many agreed was one 
of the bitterest commentaries on 


American radio set forth at this | 


year's sessions 
E. L. Bushnell, general supervisor 
of programs for the Canadian Broad- 


casting Corp. panel participant in | 


the symposium on “How Free is 


Radio?” called on the American | 
broadcasters to discard the rating 
system. Worship of the ratings as 


the “bible of the broadcasting indus- 
try.” he declared, “was one of the 
major crimes of radio today, and he 
warned that unless the industry 
comes forth wiih a first class re- 
search organization on the program- 
ming side, “we'll all go down the 
drain together.” 

Lashing out at the 
“giving away thousands of 
to attract listeners,” 
acterized as a pretty sad commentary 
the manner in which the industry 
was “prostituting itself.” and cau- 
tioned that it was high time to “quit 
bickering. get together and get on 
with the job.” 

Matthew N. Chappell. 
Hooper, Inc., tossed in a rebuttal the 
following day (6) during a clinic on 
Radio Research, over which he pre- 
Sided. Contended by Chappell that 
so far as audience research is con- 
cerned, a good iob of making it 
democratic has been accomplished 
on the whole, and he more or less 
ridiculed the “scorch” tag applied by 
Bushnell. “It's odd,” said Chappell, 
“that the same speaker used the 
audience research findings when they 
were to his advantage” 
that since they seldom proved ad- 
vantageous. the condemnation of the 
tudience rating system was under- 
‘tandable., 


practice of 


but added | 


‘Tom Mix’ Back For 


Purina on Mutual 


St. Louis, May 9. 

“Tom Mix” returns to the air June 
5 on full Mutual network of 178 sta- 
tions. OfY the air for the past few 
years, program will be 15-minute, 
five times weekly shot, with Ralston 
Purina Company, St. Louis, spansor- 
ing twice weekly for the summer and 
full time in Sept. 


John O'Connor. Fred Waring mgr.. 
supervised a recorded half-hour air- 
show at the Blue network's Ritz the- 


| atre. N. Y.. before an audience last 
| Wednesday (3), 


featuring Eddie 
Condon's Towns Hall jazz concert 
personnel. 
gram dept. 
derstood, execs are mulling 
bility of spotting the session as 


sustainer with a price tag. 


Show is patterned after the Town 


Hall clambakes with Condon han- 


| dling announcements and_= intros 
dollars | 
Bushnell char- | 


Jazz talent included Mift = Billy 
Butterfield, Bobby Hackett, Lips 


Page. Max Kaminsky, Ernie ee 


James P. Johnson, Pee Wee Russell. 


etc. Also spotted was canary Liza 
Morrow and author John O'Hara fo1 
guest interview. 


Half-hour show had Fred Robbins, 


WHN gabber, in for open and close 


announcements. Ernie Anderson. 


who stages the Town Hall Saturday | 
concerts. worked with 


afternoon 
O'Connor on the audition. 


Thoatss Y&R 


William J. Thomas, Jr.. manager of | 
the radio publicity bureau at Y & | 
R. has submitted his resignation to. 
No reason was | 


take effect June 1. 
announced, 


Thomas plans a vacation soon 
| after the resignation takes effect, but 
had no detinite plans for ss 


tieup. 


the general dullness of the 


It was a sample 
As one oldtimer 
“It’s a seagoing cargo of ideas 


demning 


sion had overrun its time. 


Platter is at Blue's pro- | 
offices where, it’s un- | 


possi- 


HELD KEY 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Columbus, O., May 9. 
For the first time in 15-year his- 
tory of Ohio State University’s In- 
stitute for Education by Radio, a 


serious undercurrent of dissension 
developed at this vear's conclave 
(5-8) over conduct of the Institute. 
Outspoken criticism prevailed, par- 
ticularly during closing two days of 
educator-broadcaster powwows. 

Tension was rife, with some of 
more outspoken, veteran delegates 
letting off plenty of behind-closed- 
doors steam. Number of them put 
themselves on record that, unless 
Ohio State U. pundits sponsoring 
confab awoke to fact that these are 
times of social progress and stripped 
sessiows of a year-in-year-out stodgi- 
ness, they were through with it for 
good. 

While on surface everything ap- 
peared serene, with the Institute re- 
cipient of numerous congratulatory 


gestures on attaining 15th anniver- | 


sary, signs that Institute prestige was 

on wane were unmistakable. 
Strongest point of criticism in- 

volved Sunday afternoon (7) sympo- 


sium on “Radio’s Role in Under- | 
emphasizing labor rela- | 


standing,” 
tions, racial and international affairs. 
Symposium was widely considered 
one of most interesting and stimu- 
lating events to have transpired at 
Institute in years, bringing to fore 
controversial issues, yet discussion 


period was arbitrarily cut off by | 


Several contended they 
later qverheard chairman remark in 


lobby that he put an end to session | 


because it was too “radical,” a state- 
ment categorically denied by Insti- 
tute officials. 
No Punches Pulled 

Whatever reason, however, abrupt 
termination of meeting, in which 
speakers didn’t pull punches in con- 
radio’s failure to tap its 
potentialities as vital instrument of 
public service on racial and labor re- 
lations, created widespread criticism. 
While chairman announced that ses- 
with an- 
other group waiting to occupy the 

(Continued on page 26) 


Oboler’s Bond Radio Pitch 


Hollywood. May 9. 

Sec. of Treastiry Morgenthau has 
invited Arch Oboler to come to 
| Washington for 
| special radio show planned for the 
Fifth War Loan drive 

Producer-writer plans to arrange 
the trip between broadcasts of his 


discussions on a 


Ronald Colman program. 


Educators in Clash 


Over Air Freedom; Sponsors Sway 


News Gabbers, Wheeler Charges 


+ 


Ad Libs Skid 


There is much concern among 
the well-behaved ad lib radio 
acts that unless some of the 
others don’t watch their step on 
good taste over the air there is 
the risk that all unrehearsed 
shows will have to be scripted. 

There have been marked 
breaches of good judgment of 
late, and the type of non-script 
shows such as “Information 
Please,” “Can You Top This?,”’ 
etc., face being hamstrung for 
the mistakes of others. 


Churchmen Aim 


At Air Rackets 


Columbus, May 9. 
Religious broadcasters, meeting 
for fifth year here in connection 


with Ohio State Institute, set in mo- | 


tion on Monday (8) plans for 


association aimed at discouraging 


racketeering in religion, particularly | g A 
Y | Slater, director of special features 


rife during the war. Chief target of 


group will be religious outfits rais- | 
chairman Harvey H. Davis, Ohio | ins ee radio and those fail- | 
State U. vp. jing to file financial accounting for | 


| public scrutiny. 


Broadcasters, con- 


vening under 


resolution proposed by Fred East- | 


jman, of Chicago Theological Sem- | 
inary, as result of which Dunham | 


will appoint committee, including 


Eastman and Max Jordon, of NBC, | 
to consider wording of statement of | 


principles advocated by Eastman in 
calling of special meeting this fall in 
N. Y. to organize association. 
Question was raised whether East- 
man’s action was not duplication of 
effort, in view of recent stens for 


similar organization taken by Union ! 


of Evangelists, comprised of Funda- 


mentalists, latter seeking to clear its | 
own name in connection with re- 


ligious rackets. 


COHN LEAVES FCC 


Washington, May 9. 
farcus Cohn, FCC trial and hear- 
ing attorney, has left the commission 
to go into private law practice here 
He was with FCC for three and 
one-half years, and handled many of 


the agency’s most important cases 


Maj jor Nets’ First Quarter Bills 
Hit $46,000,000 Mark; Biz Up 34%, 


Both CBS and NBC topped the $5.000.000 mark in estimated gro 
billings for March to rack up percentage increases over 1943 for that 
period of 30° and 22% vespectively. Mutual continued its spectacula 
cl ) A yilling of $1.799 569 1 S1% ove 1943 
\ e figure as $939.783 Estimates of Blue’s March biz vealed 
a 39°, jump from $2.236.866 to $3,094,657 

ite lative tabulations for first quarter showed CBS leadir 
the wa with a 1944 billings total of $16.811.843. closely followed bv 
NBC's $15.389.222. Total for Mut | was up 88° over a year ago wit! 
$5.244.185 as compared with $2,694.711. 

Network Gross Time Sales 
(Estimated) 
FOR MARCH 
1944 194: Pct. 
Columbia 3.798.: 4.490.084 20) 
Mutual 1.799 569 939.783 91 
NBC 5.288.564 4.380.065 22 
$15.980.922 $12,046,802 34 
FOR FIRST THREE MONTHS 
1944 1945 Pet. 
. $8.782.949 $6,142,949 43 
Columbia 16.811.843 12,405,644 35 
Mutual 5,244,135 2.694.711 
NBC 40,000 12.244,198 26 
$46,228,199 $33,487,496 . . 


chairmanshio of 
| Franklin G. Dunham, special con- | 

sultant to Secretary of War, passed | 


, and commentators to express 


Columbus, O., May 9 

Long-seething resentment of broads 
casters vs. educators Over “pocket- 
book control” of programming broke 
out into the open on Friday (5) even 
before the 15th annual Ohio State 
University’s Institute for Education 
by Radio was 24 hours old. Result 
was that the long-anticipated Colum. 
bus symposium on “How Free Is 
Radio” took precedence for first 
two days as pro-and-con corridor 
debate among delegates over other 
phases of the conclave. 

Symposium speakers and delegates 
alike minced no words as to their 
long pent-up feeling, educators and 
proponents of public-service pro- 
grams viewing Friday night's discus- 
sion at the Deshler-Wallick hotel as 
precipitating renewed demands for 
the allocation ot network time for 
such public-service programming. 

Wriiten into the record of the 
opening night’s session, which was a 
throwback to the bitter pre-1937 era, 
were the telegraphed, liberal-pointed 
statement by Senator Burton K. 
Wheeler that news commentators’ 
viewpoints are influenced by spon- 
sored coin; the charges by FCC Com- 
missioner C. J. Durr that the trend 
is now “toward the almost complete 
commercialization of radio pro- 
grams.” and the admission by Tom 


Sen. Wheeler’s Message 
Columbus, O., May 9. 
“There is not one respectable 
newspaper,” said the Wheeler 
communique, “that would sell its 
lead story day after day te an 
advertiser, nor is there a news- 
paper owner who would allow 
an advertiser to sponsor a daily 
column of comment about pews 
of the day But the dollar has 
been radio’s master and [ am 
often impeHed to wonder just 
how much of what I hear has 
been dictated by the advertiser. 
“IT am certain that the average 
big-money sponsor in hiring a 
news commentator (unless possi- 
bly he had large Government 
contracts) would be more likely 
to employ a commentator with 
the views of the National Assn. 
of Manufacturers than one with 
possibly the views of any liberal 
administration in power. In the 
future, radio broadcasters, I be- 
lieve, will find they can greatly 
strengthen themselves with the 
people by following the example 
of the Fourth Estate, of present- 
ing unhampered factual news. 
“You who are educators have 
an opportunity, the privilege and 
duty to use your knowledge and 
ingenuity to raise the standards 
of American radio. You have 
failed in your efforts in the past. 
Let us hope and work for a 
brighter future.” 


and war programs for the Mutual 
Network that oul concept of 
public service’  progran necdg 
proadenit It is no trade secret.” 
Slate! ole he audience of several 
hundred. “that anv of our so-called 
public service’ programs are proj- 
ect of an educational or cultural 
) oor! done that no non- 

will bu them—even 
day. And we all know that 

other ‘public service’ programs are 
mereiy idaptation of the work 
other media and other agencies, 
often involving duplication.” Slater 


likewise cited the need of programs 
that should be aimed at “helping ts 
solve a basic social problem, free of 
possible commercial sponshorship 
and done by radio technicians and 
with radio's most effective tech- 
nique.” 

Session precipitated divergent 
views as to the right of newscasters 
them- 
selves freely. 

Demands for better local publie 
service programiming, to give the 
community an opportunity to ex- 


i (Continued on page 
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it Jr. ‘Town Meeting’ at Institute 


Columbus, 


Evidence that all was not serene 
et Ohio State University’s Inst tute | 
for Education py Radio was indi- 
cated within a few minutes after the 
initial pre-conference meeting got 
under way Friday (5) morning a id | 
even before half the delegates were | 
checked in. The rumblings of ais-} 
content emanated from the business | 
session of the newly - organized | 
Junior Town Meeting League, fol- | 
lowing the appoiniment of a cou cil | 
to supervise the activities of the juve 


variation of the Blue Network's 
“Town Meeting of the Air.” 
The council as set up for Junior 


which is designed to} 


Town Meeting, 
promote youth programs on contro- 


versial issues and to encourage stu- 
Gent discussion groups on the air, | 
was comprised of only one repre- | 
sentative from west of the Missis- 
sippi. The remainder were almost 
completely from Ohio and Massa- 
chusetts. This factor was seen by 


some as defeating the purpose of the 
co-operative venture of loca! radio 
giations and the However, 
chief squawk by some CBS network 
and local station reps was that the 
entire thing emerges as a promotion 
stunt for the Blue's “Town Meeting,” 
with even the title of the new ven- 


schools. 


s Promotion for Parent Blue Show 


O.. May 9. @ 


GROVE LABS BUYS 


SUNDAY BLUE SPOT 


i Radio Institute Briefs : 


Fdgar Kobak, Blue net v.p., wh» 
played prominent role in symposium 
on “How Free Is Radio?”, went on 
‘te Chieage from Columbus to ad 
dress Federated Advertising Clubs 
on Thursday (11). The Blue execs 
right arm, incidentally, did plenty of 
overtime work as he received rounds 
ef congrats on becoming a grandpa 


Grove labs of St. Louls, through | 
Donahue and Coe, have bought the} 
five-minute Sunday spot at 1:55 p.m 
following Sammy Kaye's “Tangee 
Serenade” at 1:30. and reportedly 


will use Leland Stowe as news com- 
mentator to plug their vitamin prod- 
ucts. Contract starts July 2. 

Stowe’s 10 p.m. 15-minute 
tint Friday nights on the Blue also 
looks ripe for sponsorship with the 
Hastings Mfg. Co., of Hastings, Mich. 
makers of piston and valve ri 
said to be interested. Outfit will be 
making bow in network radio if deal 
goes through. 


pewe 


nes, 


Need for Commercial 
Standards Argued By 
Non-Profit Stations 


Columbus. O.. May 9 
Right of a non-profit, educational 
station to “surrender” to commercial 
standards and woo mass audience, 


jure identifying it 
Gay night net program. 

Pointed out by the critics that 
although George V. Denny, Jr.. mod- 
erator of “Town Meeting,’ who pre- 
sided over the pre-conference meet- 
ing, was a spearhead in the new co- 
©p radio-school venture, the fact re- 
mains that since there are no plans 
et present to put the juve “Meeting” 
on as a Blue net show, it’s unfair to 
reduce it to the level of a promotion 
stunt. Further emphasized that in 
recruiting 8.000 signatures among 
radio reps and educators for the 
Junior Town Meeting League, all the 
nets were asked to participate,-thus 
leaving the impression that it was 
an industry-wide move for develop- | 
ing juve discussion, 

Some expressed resentment over 
the fact that at no time during the 
ciscussions was there a reference to 
such other school-slanted programs 
as the CBS “American School of the 
Air.’ NBC's youth programs or other 
similar net ventures, 


PAIR FROM ‘FIBBER’ 
FOR HOPE REPLACER 


Arthur Q. Bryan and Shirley Mit- | 


chell. who play “Doc Gamble” and 
“Alice Darling.” respectively, for 
“Fibber McGee and Molly” on NBC, 


have been signed as regulars on the 
new Charlotte Greenwood comedy | 
stanza, which will replace Bob Hope 
for the summer. Tuesday nights on 
NBC. 

Miss Greenwood's 
“Life with Charlotte,” 
in Hollywood. 


show, titled 
will originate 


< 


Landry Cites Rackets, 
Student Job ‘Promises’ 


May 9 
ing thought that 
Education Committee 
Robert J. Land 


Colu nous, oO 

Though express 

Federal Radio 

fiandards are good, 
Girector of New 

Summer Radio Works! 


in speak- 


ing at the Ohio State Radio Institute. 


with the Thurs- ! 


by insertion of daytime serials into 
program structure, received pro and 
con debate at one of more interesting 
huddles here last week at Ohio State 
University’s annual Institute for 
Education by Radio. 

Question was precipitated by ac- | 
tion taken by Michael R. Hanna, of 
Cornell University station 
who pacted with CBS for soap operas 
between 2 and 4 p.m. because 
Rochester, N. Y., station 90 miles 
|}away was grabbing virtually his en- 
tire audience during those hours.'To 
sound out delegation of non-com- 
mercial peoples identified with Uni- 
versity, city and state-owned outlets, 
M. S. Novik. director of the N. Y. 
city-owned WNYC, gathered 
| together, along with 
|sioner Clifford Durr, for an im- 
|}promptu huddle on subject. Hann 
| justified action in reaching for mé 
|}acceptance of programs as necessary 
in order to maintain station's influ- 
jence in coverage area, pointing out 
that in order for a so-called educa- 


| tional station to operate on 50‘. of | 

| budget actually required, it’s _im- 

| pe rative that it enter competitive | 
field. 


| General consensus, however, was 
| that such stations serve more useful 
| purpose by reaching out to minority 


| groups expressly interested in learn- | 


subjects, 
soapers 


| ing about the academic 

lyather than succumbing to 
jor other commercial devices. 
|proponents pointed out that 
progress achieved by such stations 
can't be measured in terms of wide 
listening audiences. 


|] 

| Monroe’s Metro Shaw 

| Robert Monroe, radio produciion 
for Donohue & Coe, is re- 
his agency post to handle 
new show, “Screen 


manager 
signing 
Metro’s 


| across- -the-board stanza preeming | 

June 12 on Mutual. 

Co-author and producer of the 
show with Latham Ovens. he i}] 
|}operate his owh radio productic 
_| agency with Ovens, working through 


York Uni versity m *, | Transamer igan, 


WHCU, | 


them | 


FCC Commis- | 


Latter | 


social | 


Test,” | 


For Mrs. Florence Warner, mid- 
west educational director for CBS. 
the Institute was something in the 
nature of an anti-climactic event. 


Through the duration of the confab, 
she was expecting a momentary sub- 
poena to appear 
atiorney. Day before her 
in Columbus she was entertain- 
KOIN., 


trict 
rival 
Ing 
‘and was 
streets when she saw a critically- 
younded policeman lying in an 
isolated area. Before lapsing into 


before the Chi dis- | 
ar- 


Portland, delegation | 
driving through Chicago | 


unconsciousness, he told her how he | 


been taken for a “ride” by three 


j had 


j}men and a gal and tossed into the | 


| street after being shot. Result was 
j that she knew more about the case 
than the d.a. himself. However, 


summons didn’t arrive by 
she stayed on. 


Monday, 


ana 


| 


Press reom again set up this 
veer in Deshler-Wallick hotel, 
headcuarters of Institute, for 
trade press and newspaper cov- 
erage convenience, 


Dr. I. Keith Tyler was elected 
president of the Assn. for Education 
_ by Radio at annual meeting Friday 
‘5) in connection with annual Insti- 
ltute. He succeeds Lt. Col. Harold 
W. Kent. War Dept. liaison, U. S. 
Office of Education. Luke Roberts, 
of KOIN. Portland, Ore., was elected 
| first v.p.: Robert Hudson, director of 
Rocky Mountain Radio Commit- 
tee, 2d v.p.: Elizabeth Goudy Noll, 
of the U. S. Office of Education War 
Training Aides Division, secretary, 
|and George Jennings, acting director 
of the Radio Council of Chicago 
Schools, treasurer. 


MUTUAL LINKS EDUC'L 


} 


Columbus, O., May 9. 

| Projection of network programs 
into classroom study is due for a 
hypo this month, it was disclosed 
here over the weekend, with Mutual 
#about to embark on an intensive 
campaign to tie in a number of its 
shows with pupil instruction. 

Following in the footsteps of NBC 


}and CBS, Mutual is arranging to 
j}send to 13,000 educators, colleges, 
'schools, ete. a monthly bulletin | 


nighlighting the educational aspects 
lof such web shows as the sponsored 
|“Abe Lincoln's Story” and othérs. 
|The Sunday “Lincoln” 
jready been endorsed by a number 
of education boards throughout the 
commending the program 
to pupils for classroom discussion, 


couniry, 


GARVER BACK ON WJZ 
Robert 


his post as 


Garver has returned to 
WJZ, N. Y., sales man- 
after a year’s absence due to 
hit for 
Blue 


who pinch- 
the 


| Slocum Chapin, 
Garver, has switched to 
network eastern sales staff. 


cautioned against “promises of jobs” 
to students. Otherwise. he warned, 
courses would degenerate ito rack- 
eis and recoil in “our collective 
puss.” 
Landry, who is also CBS Qirector | 
of writing. expressed surprise at 
failure of participants in panel on 
“seiting standaids for college courses Columbus, O., May 9. 
in radio” to inject element of show! Inclusion of television seminar in 


business into discussion, 


Argument raged on proprieiy of 
ng radio act 
separaie arts. 
N. Y., on faculty of City 
N. Y¥., thought radio publi 


taught. 


rach 


ng Ol 


Jo Ranson, W 


speec! 
NEW, 
College of 
city should 


standards and 
Policies for college courses teaching 
radio was presided over by Kenneth 
G. Bartlett. director of Syracuse 
University Radio Workshop, with 
one group favoring separate radio 
nan Bryson, educational director at 
CBS, said if he had to “choose be- 
departments. the other opposed. Ly- 
iween a well-educated person know 
ing nothing of radio, and a poorly 
educated person who knew all about 
radio technique, my choice would 
be obvious—I'd pass by, man with 
mere radio technique.” 


Controversy over 


this vear’s Ohio State University In- 


Tele Still ‘Pipe Dream’ to Educators: 
Told to Wake Up to Showmanship 


t} naustry, 


ecucatorse are 


“it will be many, 
months after that” before 
sufficiently awakened 
medium. 


to emorace 
stitute for Education by Radic eft} That use of tele for educational 
;educators a id others in attendance ! purposes can only be expressed in 
convinced of one fact only, that in-/terms of “what it might possibly 
jection of the video medium into! mean’ came from the educator 
classroom study not only remains in | <pekesmen themselves, with Kenneth 


the stage, but many bar- 
jriers will have to be broken down 
feel it ever becomes a reality. In 
fact, a warning that unless educators 
themselves change their entire 
philosophy and_ subscribe to the 


principle that culture and entertain- 
ment can go hand in hand came from 
}such discussion leaders es Gilbert 
| Seldes, CBS tele program director. 
Following Seldes’ asseriion, 
Leonard Powers, educationa} 
sultant of N. Y. sounded conference 
sentiment that, while television ball 
will be rolling 18*months after mun- 
power and equipment are restered 


con- 


'G Bartlett. 
Workshop 
university 
fiankly admi 
ment as to course it will take. 
only veniured conjectures, 
Antici) 
policy failed to come off at other- 
wise mild session in which Seldes 
reiterated network's principles 
holding off until tele is transmitted 


director of the Radio 
and acting director of 
exiension at Syracuse, 
tting complete bewilder- 
He 


into higher frequencies. 
Unlike film industry’s growing 
pains, Seldes said, tele will be able 


fo advance right into color by skip- 
ping the black and white process. 


of | 


' Bill McDonald quit station’s 
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Genius At Work 


Treoster of an account exee from the Coast office of one of the iop 
we to N. Y. in recent weeks was marked by a fanfare in keeping 


« exec’s Hollywood background. The guy really did a predue. 
bringing two secretaries with him, assorted gimmicks 
Tice and, to eap it off, esconced himself in lavishly-decorated 
Finally he left word with his secretaries that under 
es was he to be disturbed. 

' on the show with which the account exec was identified tried 
weeks to contact the “biggie” across the hall, 
getting the brushoff in the outer sanctum. Finally, 
he put a message on the Hollywood teletype, requesting the account 
exec’s ex-boss in Hollywood to use his influence to engineer the ap- 

pointment with the guy in the next office. 
P. S. The writer got in, but did a burn when the account 
explained: “After all, all you had to do was walk into my office.” 


on it, 


no cire 


but found hime 


in desperation, 


exee 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


Ben Weinstein, with WINS before joining Army, now with WOV engi- 
neeling staff following medical discharge. New femmengineer at W OV is 
| Esther Lewis. Hunter grad and product of NAB and RCA radio courses, 
engineer crew to join Navy....Dick Rodgers, 


a 


| Dorothy Parker and Dr. J. H. Randolph Ray, rector of Little Chureh 
Around the Corner. guesting on CBS’s “Report to the Nation” tonight (10) 
.Bill Von Zehle taking ever accounts of the dissolved Colonia] ad 


PROGRAMS TO SCHOOLS. 


agency effective today 
main on 44th street. 

Edgar Kobak, exec v.p. of the Blue network, named to board of trustees 
of the United Seaman's Service, Inc., to serve until 1947....Beb Somere 
ville from CBS network sales to Mutual as asst. to gen. mgr. Edward Wood 
Jr.....Robert Ayres has joined WOR promotion dept. after receiving hene 
Orable discharge from the Army....Mary Small show on the Blue Sune 
days at 5 p.m. for Clark Candy renewed through the summer....Lou Serin 
of “Abie’s Irish Rose” Saturday nights on NBC, into the cast of the new 
Mike Todd play, “Catherine Was Great,” which stars Mae West... .Joe 
Rines, recovering from an operation at Doctor's hospital, N. Y. 

Far] McGill recording 15-minute transcriptions for the Army Reeruiting 
Bureau titled “Voice of the Army,” for use in WAC enlistment drive... .Lt 
John M. Anspacher, former night-press manager for WOR, N. Y., now with 
the Psychological Warfare Branch, home on three weeks’ leave trom Italian 
theatre of operations. 

Lester Lee and Larry Marx, writers for Frank Sinatra show, pulled out 
for Hollywood over the weekend as advance guard for rest of crooner’s 
troupe due on Coast for next week's broadcast (17), 


Roy C. Witmer, NBC v.p. in charge of sales 
conferences with Paul McCluer. 


(10) as prexy of his own outfit. Headquarters ree 


week for 
Massey 


in Chicago last 
Central Division manager 


will be the guest star on Bob Becker's “Pet Parade.” Saturday, May 13.... 
Robert Clarkson, head of Columbia Recording Division of CBS. in town 
for meetings with Jerry Ellis, Central Division Recording chief .NBC's 
“Hymns of All Churches” program celebrated its 10th anniversary May ®, 
9 and 10, with three special broadcasts....Frank Webb, sales manager of 
| KDKA, Pittsburgh, a visitor in town....Mathildg Ernestine has joined 
| WIND’s publicity department....Joe B. Carrigan, president of KWFT, 


| 
} 


show has al- | 


Wichita Falls, Texas, in town for a series of meeting 
Agency....The National Artists Bureau. 
Phillips, is adding a radio department. Charlie Gwynn heads it. 

Jim Shelby, former radio director McCann-Erickson, is in boot training 
at the Marine Corps base, San Diego, California. ...“Lone Ranger” was the 
guest star Friday night on the Blue Network's “Meet Your Navy” show.... 
All-Negro show, “Men O'War.” bowed in May 6 over CBS. Show is broad- 
cast from Camp Robert Smalls at Great Lakes Naval Training Center.... 
Don Elder, NBC staff announcer, takes over a new five-minute sports eom- 
mentary on WMAQ, Monday through Friday, 5:40 to 5:45 p.m. CWT. Show 
is sponsored by the Local Loan Co. 

Maybelle Prindaville to New York to appear on the “Blind Date” show 
May 15....WIND Board of Education broadcasts are reaching 150,000 
children ¢ » “week, according to George Jennings, director of the radio ceun- 


s with Paul Rhyvmer 
operated by Dolly Kay and Phil 


cil of the board....Jack DeRussy, sales manager KYW, Philadelphia, a” 
Chicago visitor....Marilou Neumeyer checks in on the “Ma Perkins” 
show, playing the part of “Stella Carlon”....WBBM went on a 21-hour-a- 
j day schedule last week....Rod O'Connor, WGN announcer, moved to 
| Hollywood last week....John Holbrook, WGN announcer, left for a two- 
| week vacation in Biloxi, Miss.....Educational directors of all Chieageo 


| radio stations currently in Columbus, Ohio, for the educational convention. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Don Lee net is finally dipping into the daytime serial gravy, long shun- 
ning the chapter plays and being content with its bulky load of kid ad- 
venture shows. Two new ones, “Midland, U. S. A..’ and “The Amazing 
Jennifer Leg an,” shoved off on a 26-week test....Reported here that Capt. 


Lou Ruppel. quondam CBS publicity chief and Crowell Publishing Co. exee, 


will be anchored im Washington as editor of the Marine organ, The Leath- 
| erneck. He recently returned from active duty in the not-so-Pacifie the- 
| atre of operations....Bob Hope wearing a patch over his eye following 
removal of a cyst from the lower lid....Norman Nesbitt came out of the 
mountains to resume his radio work....Mark Finley, former publicity 
head at Don Lee. now a major in Army Intelligence overseas....Tom 
Noone, KFI- a announcer, took a wife. Marjorie Hirst, of the station 
secretariat. before taking himself off to the induction center....Will Wright 


| $50,000 into the hopper for special hour show 
vated challenge of CBS’ tele 


and Li wis plattered 
Chet Lauck. Lum. of 


“Barn Door Canteen” for 
“Lum and youknowho,” 


summer buyers 


bought himself quite a piece 


of land over Nevada way. A mere 153,000 acres running 60 miles one way 
and 40 miles tother....Charies Correll (Andy) tossed a birthday party 
for Freeman Gosden (Amos) wha just crossed 45 Hedda Hopper, eo)- 
umnist and radio emcee, went under the needle to scare up some votes 
for one of the d.a. candidates....Ted Sisson back to N. Y. after conferring 
here with Erle Stanley Gardner, who scripts one of the Pedlar & Ryan 

locunits -Don Ross now dishing up publicity at KFWB... .Jennings 
Pierce, NBC's director of public service, will pass a couple of weeks at 
the home office after attending Radio Institute at Columbus....Bob Seal 


| army-bound after quitting NBC to take a production berth with Ruthrauff 


P 


ran. His 
the Biow ag 


NBC 


ency... 


job was filled by Carl Gruener, 
.Phil Baker moves east with 


who moved over from 
his Eversharp show afte 


May 28 broadcast, stopping over in Chicago for June 4 giveaway. Harry 
Spears goes along as permanent producer....Fleischmann yeast tosses 


June 4, saluting servicemen 
behalf of the bakers. Program airing from Earl Carroll's will be 
studded with such of the elite as Bob Hope. Bing Crosby, Edgar Bergen, 
Fred Allen, Judy Garland, Gracie Fields and Ray Noble. Salute special 
cancels ‘ ‘One Man's Family” for that day and shortens the Chase & San- 
born summer stanza to 12 weeks. Antony Stanford produces and Joe 
Bigelow looks after the script....Norman Blackburn, talent buyer at J. 
Walter Thompson, accompanies John Reber on his return east this week 

.Sid Streiz, NBC headman on the Coast, is out of house and home sll 
because his frau invited Lewis Allen Weiss, boss of the Don Lee network, 
to their Bel-Air manse for a birthday celebration. Weiss liked the Jayout 
so well he bought it next day, and now Strotz is louking for a place te live 
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... thanks to WEAF! 


“If, as and when” may be a non-commit- 
tal trinity of words, but there's nothing 
non-committal about NBC's foresighted 
preparations for repoxting a major mili- 
tary invasion of Europe—if, as and when 


it occurs! 


Millions of New Yorkers wili hear first- 
hand reports by direct short wave over their 
favorite news station WEAF. As NBC's 
key station, WEAF commands personnel 
and resources of a vast news-gathering or- 


ganization covering the invasion. 


That’s why WEAF stands to gain an 
enormous increase in its large, established 
newscast audience — countless New York 
listeners who have come to depend upon 
such topflight WEAF reporters, analysts 
and commentators as Lowell Thomas, 
H. V. Kaltenborn, Rebert St. John, Don 
Hollenbeck, John W. Vandercook, Lyle 
Van, Richard Harkness. Charles McCar- 


For complete facts, get in touch with 
your nearest NBC Spot Sales office. 


EAF NEW YORK-NBC's Key Station = 
660 on your dial-50,000 watts 


thy. Don Goddard, Elmer Peterson and a 
notable line-up of foreign correspondents 
spotted on strategie fronts around the 
world. 


More than ever before, New Yorkers are 
keeping their ears cocked to WEAF for 
Jast-minute news around the clock. Adver- 
tisers can make an effective sales approach 
to this enormous, ready-made audience 
with some of these WEAF news programs 
(still open for sponsorship at press time): 


NEWS”’— 
6:30-6:35 am, Daily except Sun. 
“WEAF NEWS°—7:00-7:05 am, Mon. thru Sat. 
"WORLD NEWS ROL ND-LP”— 
$:00-8:15 am, Mon. thru Sat 
“VIORGAN BEATTY NEWSCAST” — 
1:45-2:00 pm, Mon. thru Fri. 
“HARKNESS OF WASHINGTON’ — 
14:15-11:30 pu, available Tues. and Thure. 
“WEAF MIDNIGHT 
12:00-12:05 am, Daily except Wed: 


“WEAF NEWS’—9:55-10:00 am, Sunday only. 


“WEAF 


A Service of ‘Radie 
Corporation of America 


ome 
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Waring-Chesterfield 


Five Years; Mercer Song Shop’ In 


Fred Waring winds up a five-year? 


Cleveland Baseball 
To Sherwin-Williams 
On WHK for $60,000 


Cleveland, May 9. 


Split After 


stretch with Chesterfield cigarets 
June 19, and plans to leave the air- 
lanes for the summer to return in 
the fall under new _ sponsorship. 
Nothing definite along these lines is 
set as yet, but Johnny O'Connor, 
Waring’s manager, reports several 
dickers already underway. Network 
switch seems likely, with the Blue 
reportedly in there pitching to grab 
the show. 

Waring’s 7 p. m. across-the-board 
NBC slot will be filled by Johnny 
Mercer's “Song Shop” from Holly- 
wood at a reported $20,000 weekly 
figure. Published reports on the 
Waring show for Liggett & Myers 
placed the budget at $12,000, but it’s 
thought figure was somewhat higher. 
Larry Bruff. of Newell-Emmett, is 
on Coast lining up the Mercer show 
which, it’s understood, will use Paul 
Weston orch, gal singer and possibly 
name guests from films as back- 
ground for songwriter Mercer. 

Waring-Chesterfield divorce  sur- 
prised in view of show’s consistent 
high Crossley and Hooper ratings. 
Recent Coast reports from latter 
outfit pegged “Pleasure Time” at 14.3 
and late Crossley on the,show regis- 
tered 10.5 to spot the series well up 
as far as five-a-week programs are 


Baseball came back to Cleveland 
airwaves when WHK signed with 


MOTHER'S DAY AT 'the Sherwin-Williams Co. for spon- 
‘HALL OF FAME’ of the Indians’ home games 


| for an estimated $60,000. The nego- 
in New York. who handles the Ritz = 
theatre's live broadcast of the “Ra- | K. K. Hackathorn, director of sales 
dio Hall of Fame.” has devised a | for WHK-WCLE. 
servicemen's-mothers-only stunt for| Cleveland, heretofore, was the 
next Sunday's (14) broadcast. Com-j| only major league town in which 
memorating Mother's Day, there will | the games were not broadcast, al- 
be no dueats for the visible audi- | though all stations had been seek- 
ence, save for servicemen and their} ing sponsors. Under the new setup 
moms. | Jack Graney and Lew Henry will 
Incidentally, Glenn Riggs was | be at the mike and recreate out-of- 
forced off the show last Sunday (7)| town games. There will be no 
by illness, Gil Martin substituting as | broadcast of Sunday games for the 
announcer. Paul Whiteman will be time being. 

out this’ and next week. for his 
quickie Coast trip for the Republic | 
film, “Atlantie City.” 


H. Pierson Mapes of Philco Corp. 


‘Aunt Jemima’ Gets 


Two New Chi Spots 
GI. JOB SURVEY Tess Gardell (“Aunt Jemima”) 


Washington, May 9. | moves to Chicago shortly to take 
At the request of the Placement Over two new five-minute spots set 
and Education Branch of the Army | for Quaker Oats sponsorship on the 
Air Corps, NAB is now making a_ Blue, starting June 19. 
survey to determine the possibilities | Both programs are Monday through 
of placing medically discharged men! Friday, and will be heard at 10:40 
in broadcasting. a.m. and 1:55 p.m. (EWT>. 


Religious Tolerance By Radio 


Columbus, O., May 9 


Results of survey on religious broadcasts just completed in Canadg 
were injected into sessions of the Ohio State University Institute for 
Education by Radio last week, with participants viewing it as por- 
tending era in which radio is emerging as one of most vital factors 


in dispensing religious tolerance. 


Survey, introduced into panel discussions on radio research and re. 
ligious broadcasting by Walter Elliott, of Elliott-Haynes, Ltd., Canadian, 
researchers, shows that Canadian radio listeners of Catholic programs 
were predominantly of Protestant faith, more or less evenly dis- 
tributed among churchgoing and non-churchgoing factions, while lis. 
tener appeal jo Protestant religious broadcasts came chiefly from 


Catholics. 


No such survey has been undertaken in this country as yet, it was 
pointed out, but belief was shared among many that it would disclose 
unusually large percentage of opposite faiths tuning in regularly, to 
bear out contention that, as more personalized medium, radio is mak- 
ing notable contribution toward wiping out religious intolerance, 


Daley, Ruggles Duet As 
Maxwell Summer Entry 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Walter Craig, radio head of Ben- 
ton & Bowles, has at least seven 
weeks of the Maxwell House sum- 
mer show on CBS set. Bracketed 
in the comedy spot will be Cass 
Daley and Charlie Ruggles, the for- 
mer permitted only the big half of 
the quarter by Paramount, where 
she is under’ contract. Carmen 
Dragon gets the music. 

Summer stretch is for 13 weeks 
beginning June 16. 


JARMILA NOVOTNA TO 
WARBLE FOR BORDEN’S 


First deviation from “Interview 
only” policy for guests on Borden's 
“Bright Lights of N. Y.” (WOR, 
Monday night) takes place May 29 
when Jarmila Novotna, of the new 
Broadway hit, “Helen Goes to Troy,” 
bows in. Metopera canary is slated 
for song chores as well as chatter 
with emcee Louis Sobol. 

Next week’s guest roster (15) lists 
Buddy Lestgy, Mary~Small and Mil- 
ton Berle. 


concerned. 


“Song Shop,” originally packaged 
by Ken Dolan for Old Gold (deal 
never climaxed), had been under 30- 
day option to Foote, Cone & Belding 
before the Jack Carson show was re- 
newed by Campbell’s soup. Mercer 
package replaced Bob Hope for Pep- 
sodent last summer. 


Bigger Hooper 
A Carbon Copy 


First results of recently inaugu- 
rated Hooper cross-section 89-city 
survey (encompassing nation’s 412 
cities of 25,000 or over) tallied so 
closely with standard surveys con- 
ducted since 1934 in 32 so-called 
“Hooper cities” that rating agency is 
claiming statistics gathered during 
the past nine years represent a true 
picture of urban listening habits over 
that period. 

Sponsored evening shows aired by 
at least 100 stations averaged 11.8 
in the 32-city-charts and 11.7 in the 
69-city survey. Daytimers across- 
the-board figured 5.2 and 5.6 in the 
same classifications and the Satur- 
day-Sunday figures were 5 and 5.1, 
according to Hooper. 

Top-ranking shows, it’s reported 
by the concern, finished in idenical 
order, with the leader, Bob Hope, 
reaching 34.3 in 32 cities and 33 iu 
the larger sample. Others down the 
line showed the same minute frac- 
tional differences, 


Closeness of the two surveys, it’s 
thought in the industry, obviates the 
necessity of conducting the tele- 
phone questionnaires outside the 32 
cities. thus saving added expense 
thought necessary by some to ob- 
tain a true picture of urban program 


reaction and popularity. 


WRIGLEY SPOT DRIVE 
- GOES COAST-T0-COAST 


Chicago, May 9. 
William Wrigley, Jr.. Co. is sched- 
uled to hit air May 15 with one of 
the most extensive one-minute spot 


announcement campaigns in history 
to reach an estimated 96° of radio 
listeners of the nation. . Campaign 

hich is designed to explain the rea- 
son for Wrigley gum being with- 
drawn from the market will be aired 
for 300 stations from Coast-to-Coasi 
with a minimum of five one-minute 
spots per day. per station. 

Same message will be carried on 
the three Wriglev shows, “American 
Women,” “First Line” and “America 
in the Air.” Howard Ketting and 


Ted Vanderbie, account execs of 
RuthraufY & Ryan are handling. 


H. L. Samuels Joins 
NBC Net Promotion 


Hartley L. Samuels joined NBC 
this week (8) and will direct net 
program promotion, according to 
Charles P. Hammend, director of ad- 
vertising and promotion at the web. 
Newcomer had been handling simi- 
lair assignment at WHN, N. Y. 

Previ®usiy, Samuels was in pro- 
gram promotion for the Atlantic 


Coast network and CBS. 


Courtesy, The New Yorker Magazine 


in 
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Duplication of Stunts on Similar 


Programs Has Industry Dizzy 


Instances of programs getting the 
jump on their opposition in ideas, 
with shows of similar format using 
practically the same stunts and situ- 
ations, have the radio industry try- 
ing to reach a solution—and for an 
aspirin. 

Web toppers years ago put through 
a ruling barring the use of a seng 


for three hours after it is done on, 


commercial program and two hours 
er it is used on a sustainer—which 
has solved that situation. Another 
way the networks have solved the 
dilemma as far as (serials), chil- 


a 
all 


dren’ shows and dramatic stanzas | 
are concerned is the hard and fast | 


yule of submission of scripts at least 
one week before the programs go 


on the air. 


Policy of nets in these cases is to 


give the go-ahead sign to first ses- 
sion that submits its script, and to 
order later submitters to change the 
locale, incident, ete., that may be 
too similar. 

But what really has the boys up 


a@ tree at present, with no apparent | 


way down or out, is the quiz or au- 


fast at Sardi’s” on NBC and “Ladies 
' Be Seated” on the Blue—both day- 
timers—and “People Are Funny” on 
| NBC Friday nights and “Truth or 
| Consequence” on the same web next 
night are specific cases in point. 

It has reached the zenith 
Ralph Edwards, m.c. of “T. or C.”. 
‘Which he points out was the first 
show on the air of its kind, has had 
to order radical changes in the stunts 
'to be used on the show as late as 
| Saturday morning, the day of the 
broadcast, after listening to similar 
situations broadcast by “People Are 
Funny.” 


One weck, Edwards had to forego 
using a water tank, built on the NBC 
Stage in N. Y. at considerable ex- 
pense, because “Funny” came 
through with exactly the same stunt 
previous night. Quiz shows, esne- 
cially Phil Baker's “Take It or Leave 
It’ on CBS and John Reed King’s 
i ‘Double or Nothing” on Mutual, have 
also backed into the same situations 
on a number of occasions. 


Lowell Thomas was awarded an 
honorary degree of Doctor of Hu- 


where | 


KINGSLEY MURPHY 
PAYS 275 FOR KSO 


Des Moines. May 9. 
KSO been sold by the Iowa 
Broadcasting Co.. for $275.000, to 
Kingsley H. Murphy. one of the own- 
ers of WTCN, Minneapolis. The sale 
is in compliance with the FCC duo- 
poly order. Iowa Broadcasting wiil 
continue to own and operate KRNT. 
‘Sale of KSO is subject to the ap- 
proval of the FCC and the 
Will probabiy take place within 60 
days. with the two-month period al- 
lowing for the leasing of 
some Des Moines office 

; Murphy, where new 
| offices will be constructed fox 


has 


space in 
building by 
studios and 
KSO. 

Until such time as essential mate- 
rials are released, KHO and KRNT 
; Will continue to operate from the 
|; Same transmitter site and same 
tenna system. KSO will 
Blue and Mutual affiliate. 


an- 
remain a 


Chi. Mgrs. Elect 
Chicago, May 9. 
At their weekly luncheon-meeting 
Wednesday (3), 


cago Radio Management club unani- | 


mously nominated and elected Mark 
Smith, of Presba, Fellers & Pvresba: 
Harry Templeton, WLS: William Me- 
Guiness. WGN, and Lou 


members of the Chi- | 


Goodkind, | 


Nets, FCC Spin in Video Vortex: CBS 


Wants Speed, Not 


‘NO GOODS TO SELL, 
“TALK ABOUT’ YANKED 


transfer | 


Chicago, May 9. 
Another example of a radio show 
being pulled because sponsor cannot 
furnish product is “Something To 
Talk About,” 
16. Conducted by Chuck Acre 
Cudahy Packing Co.’s Delrich Marg- 
arine. Show has been aired on a 
CBS limited network of 14 stations 
from 4:30 to 4:35 p.m. EWT, 5 days 
weekly for about a year. 


which bows out June 


for 


| Company gives reason for with- 
drawal as spotty distribution and 
| limited output of product. Will Grant 
agency handles the account. 


WKMO JOINS CBS 
WKMO, Kokomo, hooks up 
with CBS today (10) as a special 
supplementary station. Outlet is a 
250-watter on 1400 kilocycles with a 


base rate of $50 per nighttime how 


dience-participation program. Simi- mane Letters by Union College Sun- of Goodkind. Joice & Morgan, as the! New affiliate boosts CBS to 141 
larity of giveaway stanzas, “Break- | day (7) at a special convocation. new board of trustees. ‘stations. 

Here is an amazed man. 


awhen you look into the radio homes that lie beyond reach 


of regular radio research. 


Three-quarters of all U.S. radio families, you know, live 


and listen outside the 32 four-network cities where the 


Hoopers and the Crossleys take ‘national’ measurements. 


Mutual is now underwriting persistent research into 


markets where fewer than four networks have stations, to 


open the mysteries of all-American listening patterns. 


Facts like these are already popping up... facts about 


Mutual programs in Mutual markets: 


PEOPLE LISTEN MORE... sets-in-use averages are up to 15% 


greater than in four- 


network cities. 


MORE PEOPLE LISTEN... share-of-audience averages ure isp) 


to 400% greater than in four-network cities. 


RATINGS ARE HIGHER... program-rating averages are up) to 


900% greater than in four-network cities. 


Such facts are of prime significance to clients of the world's 


largest network. Mutual's 220 stations bring its daily radio 


mutual 


fare closest to the most people. And the conclusively 


important point is this: in more than 120 key markets 


throughout all America, Mutual has the only network 


station. Have you looked into M utual lately? 


broadcasting 


| provea 
; the public. 


lon a curiosity o1 


Delay, Says Kesten 


Wordy battle over post-war telee 


standards set off two weeks 
ago when CBS came out flatly for 
wide-band, high frequency opeia- 
tions raged merrily this past week 
with FCC Chairman James L. Fly, 
NBC prexy Niles Trammeil, ane Paul 
W. Kesten, CBS exec v.p., as pring 


cipals. 


Vision 


In a statement Monday (8) Trams 

} 7 ‘ + 

cli made references nun-teche- 
nical people” becoming invol.e 
tne controversy. Soon foliowed a 
CBS pronunciamento claiming that 


radio 
members of the Radio 
Planning Board television 
mittee, supported the network 


engineers ot 15 compalhies, 
Technical 
ub-co 
“bet- 
ter standards” policy unanimously. 
According to Kesten the principal 
difference between the 
tee’s viewpoint and CBS's was in the 
element. “Where thev use the 


word “eventually we are sti 


sub-commit- 


tume 
onegls n 
favor of speeding up the process to 
d of eventually.” he 
CBS policy is based on 
feeling that wartime 
military secrets) 


av ‘quickly’ insite 
explained 
they advances 
n electronics «now 


if wedded to the nation’s industrial 


and technical know-how on a come 
petitive immediately after the 
wer will hasten the arrival of 


lele which cant miss 


basis 
Ime 


vith 


On the other hand, the web holds 
that present standards, satisfactory 
novelty basis, will 

not have the staying power to place 
the new industry on a sound com- 
mercial basis from the viewpoint of 


Kesten's statement in which he 
emphasized the similarity of CBS's 


stund and that of engineers repre- 
senting RCA, Philco, GE. DuMont, 
Zenith. Hazeltine. Stromberg Carl- 


son, Farnsworth, NBC znd others ex- 
pressed the hope that the period of 
delay before post-war tele can arrive 
would be cut down to “a year or so.” 

Last week (2) Fly commented on 
the situation and leaned strongly 
towards the CBS “improved picture? 
proposal. 


Suspense Over For 
Bill Spier, Lands With 
Metro As Producer 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Bill Spier, CBS producer of “Sus- 
pense” for Roma Wine. finally 
landed that picture job he has been 


has 


angling for since he came to the 
Coast. Metro has put him under 
contract as a producer and his first 


assignment is a whodunit long the 


Jines of “Suspense.” Spier has been 


zxyented around the studios as the 
“closest approach” to Alfred Hitche 
cock 

CBS gave Spier leave of his cone 
tract. which has two years to go, 
providing he does no radio work 
#way from CBS. Metro consented 
fo his continuance as producer of 


the “Suspense” series. 


BOLEN RADIO HEAD ON 
COAST FOR COMPTON 


May ¥ 
Bolen as 
Hollywood of- 


agency was 


Holly wood, 
Appointment of Murray 
of the 


Compton 


Girector 
fice of the 


ade last week by Richard Compton, 
piez of the company. Bolen is cure 
ently producing “Amos ‘n’ Andy” 
for Ruthrauff & Ryan and makes his 
ove early next month 
Bolen’s supe sion of the agency's 
ee snows tron here doesnt 
ine prese office efup 
Whila Wilson continues as fe 
fice manayger and Bob Pre 
oducer of the Orson Welle pide 
for Mobiloil Before ret 
if 


McMillin, recently 


Fresigneda exec nag veen named, 


LaRoche Checks In 
At Blue Exec Post 


Chet LaRoche. who entered the 
cetup at the Blue network several 
‘ iS ago with the acyuisiti'n of.a 
fnancial interest in the web, entered 
pon active duties there Monday ‘8) 
ae ¢ man of the executive board. 
Bec e of illne LaRoche was 
able to sume his weno post at the 
e ¢ his steak purchase. 
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“SAMMY KAYE’S SUNDAY SERE- 

NADE” 
With Nancy Norman, Sally Stewart, 

Billy Williams 
Producer: John Cleary 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 1:30 p.m. 
GEORGE W. LUFT CO. (TANGEE) | 
WJZ-Blue, N. Y. 

(Warwick & Legler) 

There hasn't been much change in 
Sammy Kaye's serenade music and! 
poetry since it got rich. This show | 
has been a sustainer in various Sun- 
day matinee spots on the Blue for) 
some time, always with a high audi- 
ence rating. Tangee face powder 
bought it beginning past week (7). | 

Since Kaye’s format has been just! 
what the title implies. all ballad mu- | 
sic, plus a dash of poetry breathed | 
by the maestro, it's femme appeal | 
fits the product paying the bills lke 
a glove. Kaye's band is unquestion- 
ably one of the topmost sweet com- 
bos available and it well deserves 
the position. He has three able vo- 
calists, too, in Sally Stewart, Nancy 
Norman and Billy Williams. 

You could have blasted us over 
with a spray of the sponsor's face 
concoction, however, when the com- | 
mercials were delivered in the same 
“breathing” style Kaye uses to spout 
the verse. There were three, one by 
a femme, all fairly brief and concise. 

Wood. 


“SEZ YOU" 

With Clem Lane, Patricia Dougaerty, 
Herb Graffis, Sam Cowling, Bill 
Conlon 

Writer: Harry Eldred 

Producer: Edmond Sheehan Go. 

30 Mins.; Mondays, 3 p. m. 

Sustaining 

WENR-Blue, Chicago 
A different type of quiz show, in| 

which a regular board of three news- 

paper writers—Herb Graffis. political 
columnist; Patricia Dougherty. fea- 
ture writer, and Clem Lane, city edi- | 
tor of the Chicago Daily News—| 
match their knowledge of slanguage, | 
as applied to various professions, ' 


with hilarious results. 


RADIO REVIEWS 


with a trio of guests who pitch their 
particular slang to them for defini- 
tions. Each sid# is scored. At the 
show caught. phrases peculiar to a 
circus clown. a lumberjack and a} 
telephone operator were translated 
into laymen’s language, sometimes 


Script is written in such a way as} 
to make room for spontaneous and | 
informal dialog throughout the show. 
Show is kept moving by emcee Bill 
Conlon. with heckling. now and then, 
by Sam Cowling. Show has been a! 
part of the “Blue Frolics” series, but | 
is being moved to a Saturday after- 
noon spot. It would do much better 
in a night slot. Morg. 


Followup Comment 


Ted Husing was joshed plenty 
about his broadeast of the Kentucky 
Derby Saturday (6), and although 
Pensive crossed the finish line a win- 
ner by more than four lengths, the 
race was nearly over before he men- 
tioned the winning horse. Pensive 
came through on the rail and Hus- 
ing’s attention was evidently cen- 
tered upon the contenders. 


Hildegarde’s musical bouquet to 
Gus Edwards on “Beat the Band” 
session via WEAF last Wednesday 
night (2) must have warmed the 
heart of the beloved songwriter-star- 
maker, who's ailing on the Coast. 
Harry Sosnik orch’s embroidered 
trio of Edwards’ top tunes made for 
nice listening. 


Problem of absorbing soldiers back 
into private industry was discussed 
on WQXR.N. Y., literary program, 
“Books Are Bulletins,” with pub- 
lisher-critic Bennett A. Cerf host to 


Frederick Wakeman, author of 
“Shore Leave.” best seller about 
Navy fliers. Session was stimulat- 


ing and provocative. 


EARL C. McCAIN 
KLZ News Editor 


The man who di- 
rects KLZ’s news ac- 
tivities was for more 
than 20 years a news- 
paper man with The 
Denver Post, San 
Diego Tribune and 
others. More than 200 
stories and articles 
of his have appeared 
in magazines of all 
kinds. 


FOR NEWS 


THe gathering and editing of local, national and world news for 
broadcasting over KLZ is the fulltime, exclusive job of this sta- 
tion’s news editor and three experienced assistants. 


Since KLZ came under the management nine years ago of men 


steeped in the skill and experience 


station has developed a news service whose reputation for com- 
pleteness, alertness and accuracy is tops in the Rocky Mountain 


region. 


KLZ puts emphasis—money and manpower—on NEWS. Its supe- 
rior news service is that extra something, added to its CBS and 
local programs, which makes KLZ the standout in Denver. 


of newspaper publishing, this 


ed in Management with the Oklahoma 
blishing Company and WKY, Oklahoma City” 


Television Review 


“CBS STUDIO SHOW” 
With Ben Feiner, Ned Calmer, Cappy 


Barra Boys, Betty Jane Smith, 
Gregory Abbott, Frances’ Buss, 
guests 


Writers: Leo Hurwitz, Paul Belanger 
Producers: Tony Miner, Ben Feiner 
Cameras: Heward Hayes, Harold 

Doane, Rudy Bretz 
120 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBW-CBS, New York 

Columbia's tele studios swung back 
into action last week (5) using live 
talent for the first time since De- 
cember, 1942. Telecast reflected a lot 
of the things that are wrong with 
available transmitters and receivers 
but had it’s moments of genuine 
viewer interest as well. Opening 15- 
minute news broadcast by Ned 
Calmer suffered because production 
staff made no effort to experiment 
with video makeup for the commen- 
tator despite fact that staffers at Du 
Mont. by recent trial and error, have 
Max Factored with considerable 
success. Failure to trick out Calmer 
with greasepaint to counteract light 
glare detracted from his stanza al- 
though he displayed assurance be- 
fore the camera and went through 
his map pointing and other walk- 
around biz okay. Impression that he 
was peering at camera out of a tun- 
nel, though, was hard to counteract. 

Musical stanza that followed with 
four Cappy Barra harmonica tooters 
and terper Betty Jane Smith was 
only so-so. Gal was shapely and a 
good stepper but acoustics for her 
taps were terrible and harmonica 
music didn’t fare to weil over 
mike. Makeup prceolem 
here also. 


interfered 


hour session with Par newsreel gab- 
ber Greg Abbott interviewing 
Dana Babcock, USMC; Cox. George 
McLaughlin, USN, and Signalman 
George Sigerist, USCG, on living 


J room set..AU hodslonty 


to tell about ranging from adven- 
tures on the dangerous Murmansk 
run to action on Guadalcanal. 

Interest whicl most certainly 
would have lagge@ on similar straight 
sound session of this length remained 
alive throughout spurred by sight of 
the quartet and the manner in which 
personality projections of the 
formed trio and Abbott carried the 
thing along. Device by which official 
photos of scenes of action in which 
the G.I.’s took part was crudely 
worked out with long shot camera 
picking up the other televiser as it 
was wheeled into position for close- 
ups of the still pictures. 


Quiz session 60 minutes long 
rounded out the preem with Ben 
Feiner doing a combination Fadi- 


man-Ralph Edwards for a panel in- 


Mrs. Rodgers, Mrs. Peter Goldmark, 


wife of CBS's tele engineer. Ben- 
nett A. Cerf, Random House pub- 
lisher, and Frank Norris of Time. 


Inc.’s radio department. Personable 
Frances Buss assisted Feiner at the 
scoreboard and in setting up stunts 
used in the contest. All concerned 
conducted themselves with unfailing 
good humor and the session pro- 
duced more than a few laughs. 

Quiz, though, ran about 30 min- 
utes too long. And what the studio 
lights did to the femmes was just 
too bad—makeup again, or rather 
lack of same. 


Despite inexperience of staff two- 
hour show went off with compara- 
tively few hitches and on direct wire 
control room screens came through 
okay. Set at CBS tele hdqs. which 
picked up show from the air, how- 
ever, ghosted and distorted through- 
out the broadcast and only in the 
G.I. interview biz did the calibre of 
the entertainment rise above these 
defects. 

Pre-broadcast announcement 
stressed that program was strictly 
experimental and not to be consid- 
ered as an inducement to purchase 
television receiving sets. This in line 
with recent CBS policy statement 
holding that current standards are 
not high enough for satisfactory 
commercial tele operations. Donn. 


Dabney’s WBBM Switch 
Chicago, May 9. 

Charles O. Dabney, for the past 
year WBBM sales service manager, 
has joined the WBBM sales depart- 
ment under J. Kelley Smith, com- 
mercial manager. 

Succeeding Dabney is Dorothy De- 
Muth, who was his assistant. 


M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 p.m., EWT 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 


KABC, San Antonio, 
Asks Power Boost 


San Antonio, May 9. 

An application has been filed by 
KABC with the Federal Communica- 
tion Commission for a power in- 
crease to 50,000 watt daytime and 
10,000 night. Present output of the 
Blue network affiliate is 250 watts. 
Application is based upon the fact 
that station has purchased and re- 
moved equipment now belonging to 
XENT, Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. Total 
cost of the change is estimated at 
$192,000. 


EXCISE TAX GETS 
AIR SHOW BILLING 


Washington, May 9. 

As of last Saturday (6), retailer 
radio advertisers, whose commercials 
quote prices on the air. are required 
to state the amount of Federal excise 
taxes separately, just as in printed 
uds, 

Thus a retail furrier would be re- 
quired to announce the price of the 
coat without the tax and then the 
20 percent levy separately. The an- 
nouncement was made by OPA. 


Stuart Ballantine, 


D. A. Gives WBYN An 
‘All Clear’ in Gellard 
Cigaret Investigation 


The N. Y. District Attorney’s of. 
fice last week gave WBYN, Brook. 
lyn, a clean bill of health after an 
investigation which followed the ar. 
rest of Samuel Gellard, a part-owner, 
on charges of operating a “cigarets 
for servicemen” swindle from an of- 


fice in Manhattan. Gellard is under 
$500 bail, awaiting trial. 

Gellard’s resignation from WBYN 
which, according to gen. mgr. Wil- 
liam Norins, was tendered when the 
D.A.’s office stepped into the picture 
was accepted last week when a defi- 
nite decision to prosecute the former 
station official was announced. 


Craven Quitting FCC; 
Successor in Doubt 


Washington, May 9. 
FCC Commissioner T. A. M. 
Craven will not accept reappoint. 
ment when his term expires June 30, 
and already the guessing game has 
started to figure out who will suc- 


Radio Engineer, Dies 


Stuart Ballantine, 46, president of, 


| Ballantine labs, Boonton, N. J., and | 


the | 


Program highlight was next half- 
| Sunday (7) after a brief illness. 
Sat. |} 


|; phone used by aviators and others 
| needing 
communicating 


uni- | 
| the American Phy 


cluding composer Dick Rodgers and | 


one of the nation’s recognized lead- | 
ers among radio engineers, died in 
All Souls hospital, Morristown, N. J., | 
For | 
the past four vears his organization | 
has been concentrating on war con- 
tracts and experiments. 


Holder of 30 domestic and foreign | 


iis Tnventions, Balianune, 


in 1938, developed the throat micro- | 


of both hands while! 


via radio. He was a 
Fellow of the Institute of Radio En- | 
ginners and president of the organi- 
zation in 1935, and a Fellow of the 
Acoustical Society of America and 
ical Society. 


lis parents. wife and a sister sur- | 
vive. 


use 


NEW WCKY PROMOTER | 
Cincinnati, May 9 
Newcomer in* radio is Wells F. | 
Bruen, who took over last week as | 
WCKY's promotion manager, suc- | 
ceeding Margaret Dodson, who was | 
recently wed. 
Ed Hale, from 
cago, also joined 
He’s a sales staffer. 


the Blue net, Chi- | 
WCKY last 


ceed him. 

Craven is. the dissenting member 
of FCC who usually slugs it out 
with the majority led by Chairman 
James L. Fly. Despite the talk that 
President Roosevelt would not name 
him under any condition because of 
his dissents, that doesn’t necessarily 
hold water. It’s an election year 
and it would be bad for the White 
House to refuse to rename a good 
scrapper, just because he didn’t see 


4a 


time. 
General feeling is that “Craven 

wants to get into industry where he 

will have a chaace at the big money. 


D’ARTEGA 


AND HIS 
GIRL ORCHESTRA 


OPENING 
EARLE THEATRE 
WASH., D. C., MAY 12 


ALL 


Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 
Direction: William Morris Agcy. 
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Mother Necessity 


Increasing shortages of critical materials—currently 
from the U. S.—may be the question that will force the Argentine 
military government to abandon its present plan for complete elim- 


jnation of all “foreigners” from broa 
Number of stations have tried to 


Poggi, head of the Subsecretariat of Press and Information in B. A., 
that needs are getting extremely critical and that this may not be the 
right time to toss out Norteamericano and other non-Argentine help. 


So far, according to word received 


back on the scheme to nationalize everything regarding radio. 


Argentine ministry of war has ca 


cuss Ways and means of getting around shortages of 
Some hint, also. that those foreigners with very long residence in the 
country, especially those married to Argentines or with Argentine- 
born children, might be given the green light. 

Recalled that before present jingoistic regime Argentina was one of 
the hemisphere republics most famed for its open-arm reception to for- 
eign artists, musicos, technicians, etc. 


KRNT Staff Does Bit 
For Wounded Veterans 
At Des Moines Hospital 


Des Moines, May 9. | 

Job being done to entertain wound- | 
ed servicemen at the Veterans hos- 
pital during the past eight! 


weeks, and continuing is revealed by |} 


Montevideo, May 9. 
obtainable only 


deasting. 
pass word along to Major Juan C. 


here 
here, there’s no intention of going Craig Lawrence, general manager of | 
KRNT, CBS outlet in this city. 


lled in some industry reps to dis- 
er Pointing out that station personnel | 
basic materials. ; 


had been staging a weekly show for 


inductees at Camp Dodge for the | 
past year, Lawrence stated that aj} 
suggestion by Mary Little, outlet’s| 


air columnist to entertain wounded | 
veis has been followed through, and 


| a once-monthly show is given at the! 


Coty’s Bids For 
LaGuardia Chats 


New York City Board of Estimate 
at meeting tomorrow (11) is skedded 
to consider proposstion of broad- 
casting Mayor Fioreilo H. LaGuar- | 
dia’s weekly Sunday radio chats as 
a commercial series sponsored by 
Coiy’s perfumes at $25,000 a year. 
Offer was made to the city by 
Grover Whalen, chairman of the 
board of the perfume company for- 
merly official front man for the city. 

LaGuardia has been using the mu- 
nicipal station, WNYC, and, acc@d- 
ing to Whalen, is heard by between 
1,500,000 and 1,800,000 persons each 
Sunday. Coty checks would be made 


New York mayor, who discusses 
civic problems on his weekly mike 
appearances, last Sunday (7) de- 
clared he had received several offers 
to go commercial and was “sick and 
tred” of criticisms about his use of 
WNYC. Not known, officially, how- 
ever, whether LaGuardia would ac- 
cept Coty offer even if Board of Es- 
timate affirmatively. Action 
would not be binding on mayor. 


votes 


GORE PRODUCTS SETS 
WLW SPOT CAMPAIGN 


Cincinnati, May 9. 

Employing the sales and distribu- 
tion services of Specialty Sales, 
WLW subsid, the Gore Products Co., 
New Orleans, started a 13-week cam- 
paign Monday (8) on the Crosley 
50.000-watter of spot and = chain 
break announcements blurbing H-F 
Athlete’s Foot Medicine. Campaign 
is in WLW’s Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky 
and West Virginia area. 

Account is through the New Or- 
leans agency of Stone, Stevens, How- 
cgjt & Halsey, Ine. 


Philly Quiz Show 
Fer Sears-Roebuck 


Philade]phia, May 9. 
Sears-Roebuck has purchased its 
first radio Philly, 
bankrolling “Crosstown Quiz,” a 30- 


how in 


inute audience participation show 
originating from war plants in the 
Philly area. Show will be aired 
over WFIL 

Up to now Sears’ only venture 
in radio was via spot announce- 
menis to recruit store, office and 
warehouse help. New show was 
sold through the Labrum-Hanson 


agency. 
Schenectady.— Ted Austin. who had 
been an announcer at WGY for six 


months. to WATN, Watertown. as 
pregram manager. Another WGY 
alumnus, Tommy Martin is an 
executive of WWNY in Watertown. 


Of 
Worcester County, the WTAG Mar- 
ket, stands 12th in total eag pro- 
duction. WTAG is a BIG station in- 
side of a BIG market. 


| hospital now which is not broadcast. | 
Female employees of KRNT also join 
in, acting as hostesses, playing card | 
games and passing out cigars and} 
cigarettes. 
Another activity taken on by the 
gals is the making of dolls and toys 
of cloth, these to be turned over to 
the hospital next December, to be 
sent by the vets to their children as | 
| gifts. 


Renew Mary Small 


“Mary Smal] Revue,’ on the Blue 
Sunday afternoons for Clark chew- 
ing gum, renewed for another 13 
weeks. Show preemed March 5, 


using Ray Block’s orch and guests, 
and this is first renewal. 
Agency is Walker & Downing. 


director in 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Recent renewal by Colgate shave cream of Bill Stern's commercial for 


five years on a 52-weeks-a-year basis over NBC puts the network 
solid. figures as a $500,000 


Sherman & Marquette, Chi agency, on 


sports 
the top-brackct class Contract 


proposition and is spotted through 


| 66 stations Friday nights. 


“Sports Newsreel,” handled as a package, figures as a $2,000 weekly 
budget, of which Stern, it’s estimated, corrals about $1.300. Balance is split 
Barney Negler. Mike Roshkin and Mack Davis. a quartet 
for singing commercials. gue Stern 
sports director for NBC plus outside as- 
Ssignments including an occasional) 


between writers 
ts and production expenses. further 
adds to this weekly stipend 
suest shot on his own 
Speaking before members of the National 


Assn. of Advertisers at its 


| spring meeting (2) in Rye, N Y., B. C. Duffy, exec v.p. of BBD&O, tossed 


in a strong plug for more advanced types of radio listening research, bas- 
ing his pitch on the responsibility of agencies to advertisers, who kicked in 
over $150,000,000 in 1943 for network time alone. Duffy stressed lack of 
definite info now available on spot-time values and said dope on listening 
habits on sustainers also should be available. 


Agency v.p. also pointed out that more easily understood survey reports 
would make things simpler all around for agencies, networks and coin 
kickers-in. Duffy likewise threw in healthy pitch for CAB (Crossley). 

WEEI, Columbia's Boston outlet, is out with a revised format on its 
Food Fair mag, a 32-page production on heavy stock boasting an attrac- 
tive pink cover. Mag is circulated among station’s femme listeners and 
contains cooking, marketing and entertainment features. Mary O'Malley 
edits. 


No question about it—the New York Met- 
ropolitan Area is the world’s richest market, 
No question that if you reach this market 
you Il sell it. 


And now there’s no question that the best 
way to reach its ears is by WJZ. 
For the WJZ 50.000-Watt transmitter is 


now 23 miles nearer to New York. 


Letters by the thousands attest to its new, 


more powerful, clearer signal at every hour 


NOW! Your Strongest Voice in the 


of the day_and night. 


Listen for yourself—or if you live in some 
other locality ask your friends and associ- 
ates in New York to listen, * 


Don’t take our word for it. 


Take it right from the voice of WJZ itself 
that it’s louder and clearer than ever—that 
ifs Voice can give greater power and impetus 
to the sales message you want to broadcast 
to the world’s richest market. 


| 
| 
Sell to the world’s richest. market 
| 
| 
(yes. millions ) 
| | 
| 
| 4 from the WTAG 
Markel, please! 
RLUE NETWORK . 
WTAG RICHEST MARKET... 
WORCESTER | H 
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Home-Front Mobilization Reflected 


| 


By Ohio State Annual Radio Awards 


Columbus, May 9. 
Eighth annual judging of educa- 
tional awards by the Ohio State Insti- 


tute for Education by Radio reilects 
an all-time attempt by the natton’s 
stations to bring the nature of the 
war to the people, and to mobilize 
home-front resources. Awards, 
nounced on Saturday (6). are broken 
down into two groupings, with 


al- 


Frarees Farmer Wilder, James F. 
McAndrew and C. Wilbert Pettegrew 


as the judges. The winners follow: 


GROUP I 
(Regional network, 


the 
ACTIVE 
SALT LAKE 


MARKET 


regional or 


JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
National Representative 


clear channel station, or national or 


reyional organization): 


Religious broadcasts, first award, 
“Beginning the Day.” WHA, Madi- 


honorable mention, “The Navy 
WOR. N. Y. 


broadcasts, 


son: 
Goes to Church,” 
first 
WLS. 
“The 
WOSU, 


Agricultural 
award, “Food for Humanity.” 
Chicago: honorable mention 
Poultry School of the Air.” 
Columbus. 

Women's programs, first award, 
“Consumer Time.” War Food Admin- 


| istration, 


Cultural program, first award and 


| special citation, “Stage 44.” series of 


the National Drama Department, 
CBC. Toronto; honorable mention, 
“Lives in the Making.” YMCA, the | 


story of George Washington Carver | 
in “Lonely Valley.” 

Public Discussion programs, first 
award, “Syracuse on Trial.” WFBL, 
Syracuse University Radio Work- 


shop: honorable mention, “Dynamite 


WWJ, Detroit. 


Personal and Family Life program, 
first award, “Svracuse on Trial,” 
WFBL, Syracuse University Radio 
Workshop: honorable mention, “Dy- 
namite Dollars.” WWJ, Detroit. 

Personal and family life programs, 
first award, “This Is Mine.” WCKY, | 


Cincinnati; honorable mention, “The | 
Unseen Enemy,’ KFI, Los Angeles. 

New interpretation programs, first | 
|; award, “Overseas Reporting,” Mat- | 
,; hew Halton, CBC; honorable men- | 
| tion, “Pillars of Time.” KNX, Los 
| Angeles. 

War effort programs, first award, 
i“These Are Americans,” KNX, Los 
| Angeles; honorable mention, “Ne- 
| braska at War,” committee of the | 
| Nebraska radio coordinator, Omaha. | 
| Chilren’s programs for listening 
| out of schools, first award, “On the. 
Scouting Trail,’ KFI, Los Angeles. 

Programs for primary school chil- | 
dren, first award, “Story Time.” 
WOSU, Ohio State University; hon- | 
orable mention, “Old Tales and 
New,” WLB, University of Minne- 
sota, 


Programs for elementary school 
children, two first awards. “Young 
Experimenter,” Wisconsin School of 
the Air; “News of the Week.” WOSU, 
Ohio School of the Air, Columbus. 


meetings 


clug and community 

WTMV., Dupo, 
News interpretation, first awat 

“News Parade,” WNEW, N. Y. 
War effort programs, first 


high school, 


award 


and special citation, “~“Tillamock 
Bi KOIN, Portland. in coopera- 
tion with U. S. Forest Service; hon- 
orable mention, “Proudly We Hail,” 


WGL, Ft. Wayne. 

Children’s program for listening 
out of school, first award, “Let Free- 
dom Ring.” KOMO, Junion League 
of Seattle: first award, “Children’s 
Bookshelf,” KDKA, Junior League of 
Pittsburgh. 

Program for primary school chil- 
dren, honorable mention, “Primary 
Rhythmies.” Indianapolis Public 
Schools. WISH. 

Programs for elementary school 
children, first award, “Amigos Del 
Sur.” Junior League of Fort Worth, 
KFJZ: honorable mention, Civic Or- 
chestra Concerts, Rochester, N. Y. 

Programs for junior-senior school 
pupils, first award, “Plays for Amer- 
icans,”’ Board of Education, N. Y. 
City. originated over FM_ station 


WNYE and WNYC: honorabie men- | 


tion, “What's New,” Cleveland public 
schoo's. FM station WBOE: honor- 


able mention, “You and the News.” 
Junior Radio Board of Charleston, 
W. Va. -WGKV. 


Institute 


Continued from page 19 


tie Deshler-Wallick ho- 
tel, critics argued that fully 45 min- 
utes of additional discussion could 
have been wrapped up before the 
new group took over. 

Typical of the criticism levelled at 
Institute were charges that principal 
are invariably in charge 
af men who know nothing about ra- 
dio but who are chosen in apprecia- 
tion of their work with the Institute; 


ballroom of 


|} that its time to drop the same 


meaningless things said repeatedly 
year after year; that the “tiresome” 
recordings be dropped at sessions; 
that the Institute simplify its pro- 
grams which, it’s claimed, “only tend 
to create confusion”; that instead of 


| trying for celebrity-conscious speak- 


ers the Institute invite first-rate ed- 
ucators with deep understanding of 
problems affecting educators in 


| broadcasting. 


Particularly. gripes were aimed at 
need for more concentrated and 
stockier programming and fact that 
Ohio State biggies were continually 
| skedding themselves as chairmen of 


GROUP Ul ; forums and panels. Pointed out by 

(Local stations or organizations) | Critics that while these men may be 

| Religious broadcasts, honorable | toppers classroom _ instruction, 

| mention, “Bible Question Bee,” West | they lack fundamentals of educa- 

|Liberty State College, WWVA. | tional technique in its application to 
| Wheeling. | vadio. 


Agricultural broadcasts, honorable | 


mention, “Farm Service Program,” 
| KLZ, Denver. 
| Cultural programs, honorable men- 
| tion, “Folk Songs for the Seven 
Millions,’ WNYC and_ Brooklyn 
Public Library. 

Public discussion programs, 


first 


schools, WTOL, Toledo. 
Personal and family life programs, 
first award, “Youth Speaks,” 


“T see a tall, intelligent, virile, handsome, dark, smiling man 
at breakfast with you - eating Wheaties!”’ 


A wench could do worse than get | stretches. Those crunchy whole wheat 
herself a Wheaties man. Much worse! fakes have a cheering influence. Yes, 
The Wheaties addict at least tends to | 
be bearable in the grim early-ayem | second-hel bing good. Have you tried ‘em? 


Wheaties ‘Breakfast of Champions” are 


radio | 


Further evidence of conflict due to 
|Institute programming developed 
| during session of Radio Councils of 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
with delegates from the 14 councils 
throughout the country protesting 
ithe time allotment for presentation 
of reports on specific community ac- 


award, “Labor Arbitration,” WMCA, | tivity. As pointed out by several 
N. Y., fourth annual successive | delegates, what's the percentage in 
award; honorable mention, Toledo, traveling from distant spots armed 
High School Forum, radio educa-} with data which required weeks of 
tion department, Toledo public} intensive work, when you're per- 


| 
| mitted but three minutes on the floor 


of the Institute”? 
Resolution protesting 
face-scratching” panels 
with a request to Institute offic 
that in the .future two sessions 
allotted to the Radio Councils. 
Novik’s Charges 


such “sur- 
was adopted 
ils 
be 


“Radio’s Role in 
brought charges by 
Novik, director of 


Symposium on 
| Understanding” 
Morris N. 


and 
treatment of 


“murder 
its 


of 
in 


was guilty 
| Slaughter” 
news. 
1ces 


“not radio’ 


In 


was definitely 
and that labor 
complaint of careless, 
treatment. He ci 
| dio’s coverage of recent Montgomery 
Ward eviction case, charging that. 
from standpoint of America’s listen- 


5 
2000 


was justified its 


ers, radio industry was guilty of 
“manslaughter in first degree” for 


initial news service 
lacked either government or 
slants, and followup stories. 


stories, 


labor 


dishing out distorted news, he chal- 
lenged. “it is digging its own grave 
as an instrument of public service.” 

Racial issue was notably injected 


Specializing In 


The Eotertainment Field 


Carl Oppenheimer 
C.P.A, 


Business and Tax Consultant 


6331 HOLLYWOOD BLVD. 
Holly wood 28, Calif. 


! 


}medium—and that is what our broad- 


city-) 
owned WNYC, New York, that radio | 
man- | 
labor 
Novik argued that networks’ 
;} and stations’ reliance on news serv- 


unbalanced air 
ted as illustration ra- 


which } 


Unless | 
radio adopts better policy and stops |} 


Air Freedom’s Controversy 

Continued from page 19 
press itself, and the right of a local | we are shadowboxing with a ghos» 
tation to withdraw a public service To the charge that net comment. 
program because of the strong pull-| tors were influenced by thei; spon- 
ing power of an opposition net show, , sors, Kobak asked the assemblage to 
before giving the program an oppor-| even try and conjure up the pos. 
tunity to establish itself, provoked , sibility of Walter Winchell, Dorothy 
heated discussion which resolved it- | Thompson, Drew Pearson, or any 
self into the contention by com-) other Blue commentator, hewing to 


mercial radio debaters that not until | 
a sound technique has been estab- | 
lished can they do anything about it. 


Pointing eut that advertising is a 
traditionally accepted feature of our 


system of broadcasting. without | 
which many of the finest musical | 
and entertainment programs would | 


be impossible, Durr asserted, how- | 
ever, that “it is one thing for adver- 
tising to be used as a means of sub- 
porting a very vital instrumentality | 
of public service. It is an entirely | 
different matter when a vital instru- 
mentality of public service becomes 
predominantly an advertising 


casting system is rapidly ,becoming. 
We would not regard advertising 
| sponsorship of the news columns, the 
| editorial page, or the advice to the 
‘lovelorn sections’ of a newspaper as 
conducive to freedom oft the press. 
Neither is advertising sponsorship of 
radio programs of a similar type 
conducive to freedom of the air.” 
Durr charged that the four net- 
works have a pretty effective control 
‘of the broadcasting system, pointing 
| out that of the “900 supposedly in- 
dependent stations, about 600 of 
‘these, together using 95°: of tHe 
nighttime broadcasting power of the 
entire country, bind themselves by 
‘contract to four national networks, 
whuie the iour national networks*ré- 
ceive 74% of their revenue from four 
national industries. Maybe this is the 
| road to free radio, but I doubt it.” 
Argued by Kobak that freedom of | 


| 
| 


the air is a subject “bound round} 
with wishful thinking. Frankly, I} 


don't know whether we have a free | 
radio or not. A superficial analysis— | 
and so far that is all the Govern- | 
ment, the industry or the people has 
made—does not show evidence to 
support either way. 

“I don’t know whether the existing ! 
method of control is good or bad.” ! 
Kobak added. “The industry “doesn’t 
know, the Government doesn’t know. | 
| Perhaps there is no better method. 
But it is time that someone finds the 
;answers to all of these questions. 
And already the Blue Network has 
| launched its own study into the sub- 
| ject. Until the answers are found, | 


into symposium by William N. Rob- 
son, CBS producer of kudosed 
“Open Letter” on Detroit race riots, | 
and Frances Farmer Wilder, CBS 
director of education for Pacitic net- | 
work, whose programs on racial 
sues have also won citations. 
That out of open session that fol- 
lowed came a healthy, provocative | 
discussion in striving for solution of | 
radio’s failure was general consensus 
of those who deplored cutting short | 
of program without permitting panel 
speakers to answer questions. Mark 
L. Hans, educational director for 
WJR. Detroit, one of five in audience 
{to whom discussion period was re- 
stricted. admitted that Negro situa- | 
tion in Detroit was keg of dynamite. | 


is- 


defended station's course and 
claimed that the unions themselves | 
were fighting the Negroes. | 


the dictation line. 
NBC was the only net failing to 


have representation on the restrum 


with William Brooks, director og 
news and special events, being forced 
to bow out, with no replacement 


Originally skedded as speakers for 
the symposium were Niles Trammell, 
NBC prexy; FCC chairman James i. 
Fly; John H. Ryan, NAB prexy, and 
H. V. Kaltenborn. General consen- 
sus was that the boys on the ros. 
trum did a bangup job. 


tations 


... by Weed 
& Company means 
more sales. If you 
want yourewn 
story to get across 
to top time buyers, 
consider adding 
this line your 
lecterheads: 
ionally represented 
by + Weeds & «Comg 


>. 
J 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
'43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIGHTNER 


Dir: PHIL COSCIA 


“ROLL DOWN TO RIO" 


Rio de Janeiro is one of the most pleasant places in the world. It's 
the home of the Carioca and the Samba. It's the capital of the 
world's greatest coffee-producing country. 
happy people, excepting for one thing—their inability to listen 


to WFIL. 
Now some stations would have you believe 


about everywhere, including Rio. That's their sales story. But is the 
coverage in the area you want? Why pay for publicity where 
three hours between time it aired | you are not going to harvest real results? Don't drop your line 

| where fish are scarce, WFIL blankets the Philadelphia Trading 
| Area...and without any waste circulation! 


In 1929 A. T. & T. sold at 310 and U. S. Steel reached 261. But old stock 
quotations like old ideas or o!d program ratings are not much good today. 
The past is gone. The old order changes, Latest surveys on 
radio listenership in the Philadelphia Trading Area indicate that more and more 
people ore listening more aid more to WFIL, And because 
advertisers are learning that the most progressive station in the entire 


Its people are a 


that they cover just 


trading area is WFIL, 114 accounts, new to this station, bought time in 


1943. If you have something you want to sell to people in the Philadelphia 
Trading Area—and not in Rio—then we suggest that you make use 
of the selling facilities of WFIL... “that progressive station.” 


A BLUE NETWORK AFFILIATE 


Represented Nationally 
by the Katz Agency 
PHILADELPHIA'S MOST PROGRESSIVE RADIO STATION 
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V-Dises Spin Out to GI Audiences 
At Rate of 2,000,000 Annually 


Music Section of the Special Serv- + 


ices Division in N. Y. is now turn- 
out 2,000,000 V-Discs annually. 


i is 100% above the goal set in 
September, 1943, when the service 
was organized under Capt. Robert 
Vincent. 

Every month 20 double-faced 12- 
inch plastic records, packed in 
waterproof containers with 100 


phonograph needles, providing four 


solid hours of entertainment, are 
shipped, wherever American soldiers | 
are stationed; 70% are popular, the 
rest classical, hillbilly, etc. They are 
of plastic because it has been found 
that material withstands extreme 
heat, cold and other conditions to 
which U. S. overseas posts are sub- 
ject. 

In the beginning one-third of the 
discs were made by live talent; two- | 
thirds utilized radio programs, exist- 


ing phonograph records and film 
sound tracks. Latest releases are 


now being waxed with 85% live tal- 
ert. All time and talent is donated 
for the recording sessions. 
Contributing artists list reads like 
a who's who of the music world. An 
average month will have selections 
by Lionel Hampton, Toscanini and 
NBC Symphony; Frank Sinatra and 
John Charles Thomas; Andrews Sis- 
ters. Paul Robeson or Jose Iturbi. 
However, swing is preferred and the 
majority of recordings feature big 


| bought 


name bands. 


During the invasion of Italy, Tos- 
ecanini did the Garabaldi hymn com- 


bined Bréerg a personal message to | 
pec nie w h flown |! 
| overseas and broadcast. by the OWI. | 

' Such items as Esquire’s All-Star 
Band have been waxed, together | 


with recordings for special holidays. 

To try to cater to the tastes of 
millions of men, a letter is enclosed 
in each package asking soldiers what 
discs they liked best and what art- 
and selections they would like 


ing, Columbia Records, RCA, Clark 
and Muzak. 

Testifying to the popularity of the 
V-Dises is the fact that the Navy, 
Coast Guard, OWI, and the coordina- 
tor of Inter-American Affairs have 
requested use of the masters to press 
their own records. 

Capt. Vincent, recording engineer 
and former consultant to RCA and 
Edison Laboratories, is assisted by a 
staff of men well known in the 
recording field. They include Sgts. 
Morty Palitz, former Columbia 
Records recording director, Walte: 
Heebner, RCA sales promotion man; 
of the RCA recording } 
department, and Tony Janik, Colum- 
bia recording engineer. | 
| 


| 


ists 
to hear on future releases. Press- | 
ings are dome by World Broadcast- | 


Howard Hansen Elected 


Fio-Rito Returns To 
MCA From Gen’! Amus. 


Ted Fio-Rito created an unusual 
mixup last week by asking for, and | 
getting, a release from a General 
Amus, Corp, contract, which had not | 
yet become effective, and returning | 
to Music Corp. of America before his 
old contract there ran out. Mean- 
while, GAC assertedly has him 
booked solid from next week (18) to 
Aug. 3. 

Fio-Rito has been with MCA for | 
years. Early this year he signed 
with GAC, the contract being effec- 
tive May 18, after his MCA pact ex- 
pired. 

GAC will, of course. exact com- 
missions on the dates it agented. 


Scranton Disc, 


Capitol in Deal 


Scranton Manutacturing Co., which 
presses discs for many of the inde- 
pendent record companies. has 
stock interest in Capitol 


— 


Records, 


| Men's 


Coast outfit owned and op- | 


Krupa Moves Up Date 
For New Band Formation 


Gene Krupa, anxious to get to work 
with a new band of his own, plans 
to get it started sometime between 
June 15 and July 1, if conditions are 
right. He is still with Tommy Dor- 
sey’s orchestra, but will leave that 
combination before it goes to the! 


; cOast Jate in June. 


Originally, Krupa figured to re- 
sume maestroing in late summer or 
early fall. 


Suggest Deletion 
Of Payola Rules, 


But CMU Sez Nix, 


A suggestion 


was made at last 
week's N. Y. meeting of the Contact 
Assn. Council which amazed 
many music men. Made by one of 
the industry's top executives. it pro- 
posed that the Council delete from 
its by-laws rules eight and _ nine. 
which govern and impose penalties 
on payola violations. It flatly 
rejected, of course. 

To many music men the 
was doubly incredible since it ‘." 
from a man high up in the field. 
reasons for it are said to be base By or | 
the chi irge Chat ying is again ram- | 
why not ! 
open the fie ld to. everyone vt elimi- | 
nating anti-legislation? Executives | 


Was 


| admit that some paying is going on, 


erated by songwriter Johnny Mer- 
cer, Buddy DeSylva, Paramount | 


‘exec producer, and Glenn Wallichs 


buy-in is not 
it’s ““substan- 


Extent of Scranton’s 
disclosed except that 


| tial.” 
Scranton, to whatever extent “sub- 


nevertheless | 


stantial” 
talent and | | 
| 


important. 


may mean, is 
It forms a 


; producing combine that can even- 
|tually boost Capitol into dise com- | 
pany importance. Scranton, how- 
ever, will not have any say in the | 
operation of the company, which | 
will rest entirely with the current! 
regime. 


SEE WLB DECISION NEXT 
WK. ON DISC SITUATION 


Because of the absence of one of 
its members, the decision by the War 
Labor Board on the disc situation 
relative to Columbia and RCA-Vic- | 
tor isn't expected until next week. 
It was said to be due past Monday (8). 

Meantime, both Columbia and Vic- 
tor are waiting for the signal to go to 
work, which they confidently expect. 
Whether they will or not, even if the 


| decision is against Petrillo and mu- 


sicians are ordered back to work, is 
anybody's guess. Even industry at- 
torneys are not certain what course 
the AFM counsel will take in an/| 
effort to halt the rush back into 
studios. One thing is certain, how- | 
lever, a negative decision won't 
taken lightly by the AFM. 


as it always will, but it is by no 


| means rampant and, at any rate, kill- 


| pearances, 


'ing Bob Weitman, 


| last week. 


ing penalties of conviction on such 
charges certainly would not put the 
field on an even competiti ve basis. 


T. DORSEY, WEITMAN 
SETTLING DATE SNAG 


Situation between Tommy Dorsey 


and the Paramount theatre, N. Y., 
over his scheduled shift to the op- 
position Capitol theatre. N. Y., de- 


spite a commitment still to be ful- 
filled at the Par, is being settled. 
Dorsey will probably work the Cap 
in September, return to the Par for 
his next Broadway date. then go| 
back to the Capitol, to which he was 
optioned recently for two more ap- 
three in all. 

Paramount had taken its case re 
Dorsey to the American Federation 
of Musicians. The AFM tossed the | 
situation right back at the Par, tell- | 
theatre’s manag- 
ing director, he would have to get 
together with Dorsey and Metro to} 
straighten it all out. This occurred | 


Paramount's case in relation to 
Harry James, who owes the house a 
date, but doesn’t want to play it out 


| on his forthcoming trip east with a 


reorganized band (he opens at the 
Astor hotel, N. Y., May 22), will be} 


settled after James gets in town. 


Prima’s N.Y. Strand Date 


| have 


Sinatra, Spivak Disc 
Swap Again Falls Thru 


Frank Sinatra 
masters by 
Records 


Projected swap of 
and Charlie Spivak 
RCA-Victor and Columbia 


again fell through last week. Victor 
assertedly refused to give up both 
Sinatra’s “Night and Day” and “Song 
Is You,” preferring to hold the lJat- 
| ter, in exchange for Spivak’s “Vl 
Remember April” and “Don't Take 
Your Love From Me,” both of which 


are being revived. 
Sinatra made the discs solo for 
Victor when he was with Tommy 


Dorsey’s band. Spivak was formerly 
with Columbia. Now they are re- 
versed and Spivak hasn't had a re- 
cording released for more than a 
year due to the record-ban, hence 
the attempt at swapping. It’s the 
second time such a deal fell sthiahtees 


Peer Canadian 
Performing Idea 


Hollywood, May 9. 

Ralph S. Peer has been given the 
green light by the Canadian govern- 
ment for the formation of a tenta- 
tively titled American Performing 
Rights Society, which will perform 
functions in Canada similar to those 

He will head the new group, en- 
couraging Canadian songwriters and 
the future of their music. Present 
deal will protect the writers on use 
of music and will set up an organ- 
ized system of reimbursement for 
performing rights. which has not 
been in effect up to now. 

Latin-American Performance 
Rights Society also has been fathered 
by Peer. It is now in operation in | 
Mexico and South America. 


ASCAP POINT PLAN 
INTO OPERATION SOON 


American Society 
Authors and Publishers is preparing 
to institute soon its long-delayed 
Ahlert-Leslie plan of writer classi- 
fication. Specia! type of card ma- 
chines necessary under the plan are 


| being installed at the Society's of- 
fices in N. Y. 

Point plan was to have become 
operative last Jan. 1. It was blocked, 
however, by stiff opposition from 
standard writers. This stymie is still 


but it is expected to be 
shortly. Standard authors 
consistently maintained that. 
the proper ratio under a point plan 


effective, 
removed 


CRCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
Vicor, Columbia Royalties Increased 
Despite Dise Ban; T. 


Rovalty 


| is setting up a 


of Composers, | 
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Dorsey's 576 for 14 


bands and 
and Columbia 
been steadily 


payments to 
artists on RCA-Victor 
Records rosters have 
inc:easing despite fact these two 
companies didn't settle with James 
C. Petrillo and none of their artists 
has made a new record in more than 
a year and a half. Tommy Dorsey, 
for example, drew a check from 
Victor last week for first-quarter 
sales that experienced record men 
refuse to believe. It was for ap- 
proximately $57,000. 

As a rule, Victor makes royalty 
payments every six months. Dorsey’s 
check thought to be for that 
time, but he has already been paid 
for the previous quarter, an amount 
much lower. Above figure includes 
foreign income, but this portion is 
understood to be slight. 

. Victor and Columbia have made 
some other substantial royalty pay- 
ments in the past year. Harry James 
crew approximately $160,000 from 
Columbia for all of *42 and Captain 


Was 


Glenn Miller. who has been in the 
Army for almost two years, is said 
to have ieceived about the same 
amount from Victor for the same 
period. Artie Shaw. in the Navy all 
of last year ‘he’s now back in civ- 
vies). drew a check for °43 some- 
where around $75,000. Most of these 
fleures represent sales of pre-ban 
dises, reissued. James, who got hot 
early last year following the disc- 
ban order, is an exception. 


If Dorsey's sales can maintain 
first-quarter pace—though that’s not 
likely despite his current big-seller, 
“Tll Be Seeing You”—he would 
earn the highest amount from rec- 


19 recent ‘wap of the- 
atres and one-nighters he netted ap- 
proximately $210,000. And another 
concert and dance route is coming 
up. 


Juilliard School Sets 


Industrial Music Course 


Juilliard Institute of Musical Art, 
part of the Juilliard School of Music, 
course on the proper 
handling of industrial music (music 
piped into factories and designed to 
aid morale). Starting early in June 
and running until the 16th of that 
month, the course will be under the 
direction of Wheeler Beckett, former 
music consultant to the War Produc- 
tion Board. 

Industrial music has been getting 
increasing attention past few years. 
Its potentialities are realized by 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
and Publishers, which has put 
into effect a $1 licensing contract for 
the duration of the war as a means 
of establishing and making’ users 
familiar with the Society’s control of 
such music usage. Personnel man- 
agers and experts in the industrial 
music field are due to attend the 
Juilliard course. Fee is $25. 


drew. In 


thors 


Nat’! Music Council Prez. ca aa ligne il Louis Prima orchestra ‘set for the | Would be five credits for every per- 
Dr. Howard Hansen, head of Roch-| Idora Park, Wouksow n. O. Strand theatre, N. Y.. opening June | orMance of their established ma- SACKS TO COAST 
one Say sce remeeevenaty Of Sr, | opened its 49th season Saturday (6),|23.. It’s his first shot at a major terial to one point for a pop per Manie Sacks, head of Columbia 
was last week elected to the presi-| with Art Farrar orchestra as first | Broadway bandfilm theatre; hereto- | formance. This is deemed inequit-' Records’ N. Y. office, heads coaste 
Gency of the National Music Council | hand in the dance pavilion. Max! fore he played ~ a and once | able. ward later this week on a three- 
at its N. Y. meeting. Rindin, asst. manager of the park, did a single at the Strand Another moot question is the de-, week jaunt. 
He replaced Edwin Hughes, who| said name bands would be bought Band is current 7 the Park Cen-! termination of a standard work as It's a business trip, to collar some 
voluntarily stepped out of the post. | this season, continuing last year’s | tral hotel, N. Y distinguished from a pop new contracts 
% 
> 
4 big remerican seller $00,000 cate! 


Silver 


MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 1619 BROADWAY, N.Y.I9 LON MOONEY, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


ings The 


Werds and Music by HUGH CHARLES, LEO TOWERS, SONNY MILLER 
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000 Drop in ASCAP Revenue Ee’, Bands at Hotel B. 


Manager-stockholder of this 
town's most elaborate dance hall 


outfit for a six-week intermission Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hote 
job, he discovered too late the | room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend g i 


Government's tax, put ——! combo was strictly hillbilly and 
effect April 1, made an immedia oR t T t W k d | not in keeping with the swank 
impression on American Society ot arne 00 S ee en $ | and jive environment. <<" 
Authors and Publis! ers’ | Charlie Barnet w il play only) \Mlountaineers were hastily | _ Sand 
weekends at the Casa Cul-} equipped with new tunes and | 
revenue. Society's collections for | ver City. Cal. until he either finishe tuxedos to avoid offending the Lani \ 
the month of April have not been} Gommitments on the Coast or the} ears and eyes ot the customers. Jerry 


complet 


ely totalled, and it's impos-! Army hands him a uniform. Bane) —— 


‘ | (Presented herewith, as @ weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
fancies himself a shck buyer of | 
; 1; , | charge business being done by name bands in various New Yori: ho 
bands. After booking a small | is tels, 
30 


Glen G 


give 


holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers 1 
Played Week On Date 


Hotel 
Emil Petti. ...... Biltmore (460; 7 1,050 6.325 


IcIntire.... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......... 117 1.700 211.709 


Wald....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 9° 1,600 


Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 2 2.350 6.400 


siple to determine the decrease in! opens Friday (19). his first weekend | (550; 2,775 33.050 
ercentase. but it's known that it stand with a band organized on the | Band rount ASIC. zincoln (275; $1-S1.50) 4 1,075 9,375 

4 Cc will absorb four kev | i|Guy Lombardo ,. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 31 1.830 57.950 

scans pan Los Angeles $4.000.; men from his old outfit. who are | Season Looks Better Boyd Raeburn... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... l 1.225 2395 
It's pointed out that in the two | now on the way west. One is Negro | 

pate pee above it's possible that | trumpeter ‘Peanuts’ Holland | Th Fir t Indicated Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Bilt, ore 

a portion of it may still be paid, that; Barnet has two pictures to make | an rl S have ice shows. Waldorf has Russell Swann, Victor Borge, Talia, Levi ige 

nitery owners simply were lax in| &t RKO, neither of which has a =a Eastern summer season. which ton, Hawaiian floor show. 

dispatching it. but whatever amount | ins date. band fivured, from. early 

mas be forthcoming isn’t expected | actis ty. would be good this vear 


to erase very much of the latter de-| 7, _ : despite wartime difficulties, will be 
cline. Chermot B.., Omaha, May much better than anticipated. it’s 


Chicago 


Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel: 400: $2.50 min.). Soli 
ASCAP’s board last week tabied | ‘ sale ag Claimed. In addition to the majority : ned. Split 
: Ss week of Pau 4 rice, Ww 2xcellen 
a resolution to condemn the 30° Be Rebuilt; Material Snag af established epots which are: Té- “ aul Draper and Georgie Price, with Bondshu, hit excellent 2,700, 
tax on the ground that it would be | Omaha, May 9. opening. there are several new ones. Carmen Cavallaro (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.), 
harmful to revenue. Resolution will Tom Archer in town last week to) some so new that their plans are not OiT some, but Cavallaro and Larry Adler still accounted for smash 9.000. 


be taken up again. 


let contracts for rebuilding his Cher- | 
mot ballroom, destroved by fire a 
vear ago. Material all set except 


Examples of new spots are the re-! pinner 


being revealed for fear of competi- Tommy Dorsey (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min) 
: : tion. It has brought about a short-) Dorsey- 


Krupa-Allen combo packin’ ’em in; terriffic 9,800. 


maple for floor, which government Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min), 


biz big but late biz off here. Joy drew around good 3,900 


V W seems reluctant to release. However big “ew ar 3.900. 
4 opening of Dorney Park. Allentown, 
ogel Ins Suit Archer expects to get all necessities | Pa fake hoan't oe Ty whe Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 1,100; 50c and Tje 


which played a name 


and reopen late this fall. Chermot 
combo in several years. Jan Savitt 


cover charge plus $1.25 min.). Special parties upped patronage to avout 
5.500. 


ge Olsen (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 700; $2.50-$3 min.)., Olseq 


va n’s bigges ancery okav 5 
‘6 9 was town's biggest dancery and tees off Mav 26. Rainbow Ballroom, : 
ese a S Me; ile. Archer signed Harr _| same town, also is getting underway, 4 ‘ |: 
| both providing opposition to Andy steadily increasing weekly totals. Very fine 4,400. 


Long. 


tween 


Rossiter, 


tled last week in N. Y. federal court 


James band for one-nighter at the 


- Perry, established Allentown pro-}| 

drawn-out legal action be- ; moter, who asserts he himself will) 
Jerry Vogel, Inc.. and Will) operate two summer propositions. | 


going in for a weekend policy, start-) tabs. 


of obscurity again into seventh place Orchard, Me., is resuming >May 13, 


with a decision by Judge John on the Lucky Strike Hit Parade last | also with Savitt. Pleasure Beach, 


| Rridgenort, startg Maw 28 with Bob! 


¢ y tla 


therefore retains renewal rights to, tially responsible for the Warner Chester, Potomac River Boat Line. 


the tune, which it has been publish- 


| music combine’s suit against the pro- Washington, D. C., expects to resume | 


ing since 1987, after securing the ling hit songs. other ballrooms such as Lakeside: “heavily 
rights from Shelton Brooks, co-| f[ronically enough, the first ana} 2d Lakewood, Mahanoy City, Pa.;| 

author. Case dated from 1941. ‘only time previously “Sweetheart” | Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa., all es-| May 9. 


Rossiter originally published the | had achieved the “Parade.” about tablished dates, are open. 


tion w 
siter 


Phil 


song. but in 1937 Brooks secured | two months ago, it jumped from no- 

_renewal rights and assigned them to} where into seventh place. Follow- Elite Music, Ine. chartered to con- | 

Vogel. Rossiter claimed a previous | ing week it tobogganed off and didn’t | duct music publishing business in | 
renewal agreement with the writer | appear again until past week. N. Y. Capital stock 100 shares, no | 

made in 1926, but Judge Clancy | par value. Directors, George H. Bell, | Gay 
ruled this out since “no considera-| Morris Musie will publish, “Think-| Clinton M. Bell, Herman M. Dia- | Sophie 


as offered or paid” by Ros- 
yr the second term. 


in’ of My Darlin’,” by maestro Art} mond. William M. Berkson filing| Chue 


gram. charging inaccuracies in rat- | Pe! ration after a two-year layoff and | Jan Garber (Palladium B, Hollywood, first week). Grand opening, but 


Los Angeles 


Chicago publishing firm, | ‘Sweetheart’ on ‘Parade’ Hunt's Casino, Wildwood, N. J.. is) Freddie Martin (Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50). Punching hard for 4.269 
over “Some of These Days,” was set- : 
“Don't Sweetheart Me” popped out | |S May 27-29 with Jack Denny. Old; Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Will breeze past 4,300 covers, 


Location Jobs, Not-ia Hotels... 
(Los Angeles) 


papered. Probable 28,000 paid admishes. 


Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, 17th week). Louis Armstrong in 


Heidt exit music to 7,000 pavolas. 
Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 27th week). Harris not 


| fronting, away on tour, Dip to 5,000. 


(Chicago) , 
Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). New show, headed by 
Tucker, who opened (3), helped to around swell 5,000. 
k Foster (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). Foster succeeded Del 


Kassel and Mack David. attorney. | Courtney Wednesday (3); week did about 4,000. 


“Top tune of 


CONTURY OK 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 299 sevenTH AVENUE,N.Y.19+ JERRY JOHNSON, Gen. 


musical dmadh FOUR JILLS IN A JEEP radio's tof 


HOW BLUE THE NIGHT 


lyrics by HAROLD ADAMSON Music by JIMMY McHUGH 


Prof. Mgr, 


FORGET-ME-NOTS 


Triangle Music Corp., 1619 Broadway, 
Mickey Garlock, Prof. Mgr. 
Hollywood 


Milton Samuels Marvin Fisher 


YOUR EYES 


New York 
Chicago 


Eddie Richmond 
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BURKE and JIMMY VAN HEUSEN 
\ from aramount 


“GOING 


GOING 
SWINGING STAR 
THE FOREVER 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, W. Y. 


MURRAY BAKER 
General Manager 


BILL SEXTON | | MAX LUTZ 
1537 North Vine St. 54 West Randolph St. 
Hollywood, Calif. Chicago, Ill. 


| Wing Crosby 
| 
| | 
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Basie, 1] Others in His Orch Must 


Answer Charges Before N.Y.'s 802 


Count Basie and 11 
hia orchestra. 

local 802 «(N. Y 
to appear tomorrow 


trial board of 


alt 


the 


non-mM 
been 
(11) before the 
American Federa- | 


» have 


1embers 


of the men re 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


Coast Spots Booking 


Band Triple-Headers 


(Week Ending May 6» 

Long Ago, Far Away. .Crawtord 
Love Love..... .Santiy 

I'll Get By Bertin 
Fernando Valies Morris 

| I'll Be Seeing You... Williamson 
| Don't Sweetheart Me..Advanced 
| You..... ....Chappell 
Goodnight Wherever... .Shapiro 
.Melodyvlane 
“Holiday Strimgs............ BVC 


|}week beginning Monday and through Sunday, May 1-7, from 5 pan 
\to lam. List represents the first approximately 25 leaders in alphabeticat 
lorder (in some cases there are ties, accounting for a longer list). The 


‘compilations embrace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as repre- 
sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the 


| 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following is list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for the 


imusic publishing industry. 


tion of Musicians branch to answer ans 
charges of “accepting miscellaneous ; Los Angeles, May 9. 
engagements while transfer.” Three-band compet 0 hot, ’ 
Basie and the men involved have Casino Gardens here has boo! Sob | oose - aw €S 
their cards on deposit at 802 for) Mohr, Paul Martin and Johnny Rich- | 
transfer into that local and, accord- atds bands for regular and swins 
ing to 802 regulations, are prohibited | shift trade. 
from working jobs other than the Move | is to square off with Aragon | 0 ISIC ' f. 
Lincoln hotel. N. Y.. where the band) Ballroo: vhich has Hal Grayson, 
is current, until the transfer period | Bob Wills and Leon Mojica. 
is up. Boosey - Hawkes,  publishe: 
Neither Basie noi men know standards, is esta blishing a 

accurately the reason for the sum- Eddie Howard to Daile S 
monses. However, it’s assumed that y titled “Until,” oldie written by Wil- | 
they're based on the recent record- Eddie Howard's orchestra, a mid- frid Saunders to which a new lyric 
ing activities of the band fer Savoy | western outfit. makes its first trip has been fitted by Sonny Skylar 
and Keynote Records. When a mu-| east soon. It opens at Frank Dailevy’s Irving Brown is professional man- 
sician is on transfer he is not al-| Terrace Room, Newark, N. J., May ager of the tteith section 
lowed to do work beyond that called | 26, following Frankie Carle, who 
for by the local okays. | opens Friday (11). 

Disputed recordings were made | Dailey went to St. Louis to hear Pluggers’ Vacash Chim 
during the past couple weeks, in one | the band last week. Howard is for- Some music cont ee 
case by Basie’s orchestra under the} mer singer with Dick Jurgens, now et the Contnet te 
direction of Earl Warren. sax-singer. | a Marine sgt. « | for revising its vac regulation | 
ers Basie himsel{ made early last | | 
week with a group also from his Sosnik’s Albums 
nate under the name “Prince Charm. Harry _ Sosnik is maes roing since the vacaticn rule was put in by 
ing.” Columbia Records, to hate | Roberta Srerome Kern) album for, vote of the membership it should 
Basie is under contract, is up |Decca with Alfred Drake, Kitty | be removed or revised the same way. 


arms over the affair. 


ESSEX HOUSE, N. Y., IN 


RETURN TONAME BANDS 


is headed back | 
name bands in its | 
currently | 
sub-| 


Essex House, N. Y., 
toward the use of 
Casino-in- the-Park 
negotiating for one 
mitted. 


of several 


is 


Carlisle and others, akin 


to some of |; 


Many job a have b 


the other albums previously waxed! lately and many 

by the companys | ceived two weeks’ ees in lieu of 
Sosnik also did a “Mexican Hay- | working out notice they themselves 

ride” album. as yet unreleased, with | gave. have been petitioning the 

| Wilbur Evans and Miss Carlisle fea-| union to collect vacation cash to) 

ture fa) thes think: they res | 


Casino has been using small ae 


binations since Abe 
closed there last fall, 
group is current. 


Lyman’s 
Nick D’Amico’s 


outfit 


Published By 
DE METRIS MUSIC, 


152 West 42nd Street 
New York, WN. Y. 


2 NEW SONG HITS 


THERE TLL BE 


CANT FORGET 
TO REMEMBER 


Inc. 


| 


10 Best Sellers 


on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this weel: in jul:ecbores 
throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.” Names of 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren 
| thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the tings 

land respective publishe 
1. Love, Love, Love (7) (Santly)............ Guy Lomb Decca 
2. I Love You (3) (Chappelt)..... : | Bing Crosby D 
Perry COMO Victoi 
3. Til Get By (2) (Berlin) { Harry James ..... Columbia 
{King Sisters .... . Victor 
Bing Crosby Decca 
4. Be Seeing You (3) (Williamson) j 
} Tommy Do SCY Victor 
( Bing Crosby Decea 
5. Poinciana (8) (Marks) ........ 
6. Don't Sweetheart Me (8) (Advanced).....Lawrence Welk ......Decca 
T. Do Nothing Till Hear (11) (Robbins)... \ Woody Merman ... De — 
| Stan Kenton ........Capitol 
8. Besame Mucho (17) (Melodylane)...... Jimmy Dorsey .... 
[Abe Lyman ...... .Hit 
9. When They Ask About You (8) (Berlin). Jimmy Decca 
{Sonny Dunham ......... Hit 
110. Couldn't Sleep Wink +11) (T. B. Harms), } Frank Sinatra Columbia 
{ Dinah Shure ......... Victor 


as 


Filmusical. 


* Legit Musical. 


who Metro Gets Up Form 


Letter to Brush Tyro 


Link will Readqiarter 
the Metro lot in Culver City, and 
| for a spell as representative of Feist, | 
Ine.. of which musie publishing firm | 
he is general professional head. This | 
is in line with a desire by Metro and: 
Jack Robbins to bolster the Feist * 
catalog with filmusical excerpts. 

Incidentally, since reports got 
around tha the Metro-Robbins 


would buys 


inclusion in M-G-M 


combo pop songs 


open market for 

filrmusicals—and not rely whoily on 
Robbins, Feist and Miller Music in- | 
terpolations—Louis B. Mayer has 
been bombarded with song mss. dur- 
ing his N. Y. stay. Result has been | 


that Metro had to get up:a form let- 
ter of rejection, so as to keep 
legally in the clear, since amateui 
songwriters are notoriously crank 
litigants. Publicity arose from a re- 
port Fred Raphael, Loew-Metro tele- 
vision-musie contact in N, Y., 
amenable to all scripts. 
Incidentally, sundry trade reports 
about Jack Robbins’ personal 
tions with Metro are completely dis- 
counted. Robbins, as managing head 
of the Big Three Music Corp., which 
embraces the three major song firms, 
has specific ideas on his operations. 
a veteran music publisher, and 


Was 


can always point to the strong profits | 


ever since Metro became 51% part- 


ner in his companies, 


Songsmiths; Link West 


in the | 


M-G-M 


rela- | 


| from 
lare 


| bells. 


“Let's 


“Four 


MG's “Meet the People.” 
Go Out and Ring 
“There Goes That 
Rivers.” 


Doo 


and are based on data 


TITLE PUBLISHER 
| And Suddenly It’s Spring—7"“Lady in Dark”............... Famous 
Do Nothing Till You From Me. Robbins 
Going My Way—*"Going My Wavy” .Burke 
Goodnight Wherever You Are. Shapiro 
How Blue the Night—7"4 Jills and a Jeep” .. Robbins 
How Many Hearts Have You Broken” ......... Advanced 
Love You—*“Mexican Hayride” Chappell 
I'm In Love With Someone....:........... C-P 
Irresistible You—t“B way Rhythm” Feist 
Long Azo and Far Away—7"Cover Girl”.......... Crawford 
Milkman Keep Bottles Quiet—*"B'way Rhythm” .Feist 
My Heart Isn't In It—?t“Calling All Leeds 
Someday I'll Meet You Again—*"Pas Marseilles” ...... Witmark 
Swingin’ on a Star—t"“Going My Way” Burke 
Time Alone Will Tell—*"Pin Up Girl 
Time Waits For No One— “Shine Harvest Moon” 


Mills Musie publishing three songs 
They 


te 


Guitar” 


DIGGA 
DIGGA DO 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
MILLS 


- 


| Top Tunes for Your | Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


FAMOUS STUDIOS 


and ALL 
use this 3x5 VISUAL 
song hits of over 100 publist 
ers, plus old) favorites. 


other pleture studios 
record of 


cludes lead sheet and lyrics of 


chorus... Samples free. 


TUNE-DEX 


1619 Broadway 


New York 19 


In 1924 — 20 years ago — the nation’s top song — 
In 1944 — a hit all over again! 
It’s the song you can’t forget — 


the song that gets the ‘‘Casablanca treatmen?’’ 


Published by REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
MUSIC PUBLISHERS HOLDING CORP. 


by GUS KAHN * &y ISHAM JONES 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE., NEW YORK, N.Y. 


Mose Gumble, Exploitation Rep. 


THE NEW RKO RADIO PICTURE 
STARRING 


Eddie Cantor 
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BREGMAN. VOC O and CON 


Four Selections By One Of America’s Foremost Composers 


DAVID ROSE 


FOR STRINGS 
DANCE THE SPANISH ONIONS 


Just Released 


“ 

j 
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Nitery Ops Groggy 


Shelvey, Others Work for Tax Slash 


Action on Cong. Harold Knutson’s 
bill to reduce the cabaret and nitery 
tax bite from current 30% to 10% 
looks likely to get official attentien 
this week. Knutson will attempt to 
present it to the House Ways and 
Means Committee today (10) and, if 
okaved by that body. bill would go 
to the Senate next Friday (12). If 
latter acquiesces to proposed reduc- 
tion, new tax would go into effect 
June 1. 

Matt Shelvey. national adminis- 
trator of American Guild of Variety 
Aitists. who has led the fight for tax 
reduction, claims the impost thus far 
has thrown 10,000 performers out of 
employment through former empley- 
ers dropping shows so as not to be 
subject to the tax. He returned 
from Washington Monday (8) san- 
guine of results. Shelvey said he 
had been assured by Knutson that 
the bill would get a hearing tomor- 
row (Wed.). Shelvey also pointed 
out that a majority in the Senate are 
in favor of reduction, and once the 
bill gets there will come through 
with flying colors. 

30% Beating 

Meanwhile nitery operators in 
New York and elsewhere continue 
jittery until definite action is taken. 
most of them unable to take the 
beating on loss of patronage through 
the 30% hike much longer. There 


AL BORDE 


PRIS \TS 


BENNY MEROFF 
“<FUNZAFIRE” 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


Week 
Jack Lynch's 
WALTON ROOF 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Seventh 


But Hang On As 


paeve been no closings or shows 
dropped during past week. Ops evi- 
dei.tiy willing to gamble another 
week or so to see what happens in 
Washington. 

During past week hotel operators’ 
associations all over the country 
forwarded resolutions to their repre- 
sentatives in Congress urging them 
relief via the cut. They 
stressed bad unemployment situation 
that will arise if current tax stays. 
In all directions its pointed up not 
only the amount of revenue lost 
through patrons refusing to pay what 
they consider an exorbitant tax, 
but larger amounts through loss of 
withholding taxes. Also possibility 
of many thrown out of employment 
becoming public charges via home 
relief assistance rather than an asset 
to the war effort. 


to 


: + 
2rant 


Shelvey has carried on the fight 
against the high tax _ practically 
singlehanded in Washington for the 
past two weeks. He was given an 
assist last week by Noah Braunstein, 
attorney representing the Cafe Own- 
ers’ Guild of N. Y. This organization 
represents the class bistros but the 


out representation. Previous assists 
from William Green, prez of Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and James 
C. Petrillo, of American Federation 
of Musicians, in form of resolutions 
also accentuating the unemployment 
| angle are figured to have helped 
| Same in the pressure campaign. 

| Shelvey claims that thus far 10,000 
| performers throughout the country 
a 


smaller places so far have been with- | 


afford it or he wouldn't hit the hot 
spots. But even the lush war-plant 
worker, who's probably making more 
coin than ever before in his life. re- 
bels at the additional $1.50 on his 
former $5 check, which previously 
had been his set budget for a night 
out with wife or sweetheart.” 


War-Toilers Form Corp. 
To Finance Rebuilding 
Midwest Roller Rink 


Cleveland, May 9. 
Over 800 roller-skaters have vol- 
untarily formed a profit-sharing cor- 
poration and are selling stock at $25 
and $12.50 a throw to raise funds for 


‘estimated at $100,000. 


in Bedford, filled with war-plants | 
and regarded as a community insti- 
tution, loss of spot was keenly felt 
by defense workers. At suggestion 
of a priest, a group kittied up nearly 
$4,000 to help rebuild it. That started 
the ball rolling. and it grew so rap- 
idly that it was decided to put the 
affair on a business basis by organiz- 
ing a chartered co-op stock-selling 
company, 

Unique enterprise is heartily 
backed by village’s mayor, city coun- 
cil and churches, which approve of 
the project. Building priorities for 
material are sought on the grounds 
that recreational center is necessary 
to keep up morale of defense work- 


Day will be given option of buying 


Com- 
| puting wages of these means a week- 
ily loss of $1,000,000 in withholding 


jobs because of excessive tax. 


taxes according 
countants. 

While nitery biz in all but the es- 
tablished swank bistros had fallen 
off from 60 to 70‘ trom first impost 
| of tax, niteries off the beaten path 
/and.in nabes have been taking a ter- 
rific beating through lack of biz. One 
| Long Island, N. Y., nitery grossed $9 
| last Friday nite, despite having band, 
| girl line and five acts. Other nights 
| haven't been much better, but this 
}one and many others are sticking 
| around with their shows to see what 
| happens on the reduction. 
“The element of time is most im- 
| portant to them,” emphasized Shel- 
vey. “The big spender doesn't get 


to Shelvey’s ac- 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE ROYS IN SCOTLAND 


COMEDY MATERIAL 
“WRITTEN 
FOR PERFORMERS 
Jules and Henny Kleinman 
25-31-K 30th Road 
Long Island City 2 New York 


WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 


BOOKING 
AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


OFFICES 


position to do so. He will manage it 
when building is completed. 


rebuilding of Ed Day’s Bedford rink 
and bowling alleys. recently razed | 
by fire. Day's fortune went up in| 
flames with 44-vear-old building 
which housed his Bedford Glens | 
dance hall for 40 vears. Loss was | 


ers. | 


x. 


ROSE, SHELVEY HUDDLE 
ON VAUDE-CAFE PACTS 


Billy Rose and Matt Shelvey, na- 
tional administrator of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists, will 
huddle today (Wednesday?) to iron | 
eut Rose’s AGVA contracts on his 
new nitery production. “Opera En 
Casserole.” at Diamond Horseshoe, 
iN. Y., and 
|*Post-War Preview,” 
|at the Adams, Newark, May 18. 


Rose had never signed with AGVA | euréd. 


} but had been permitted to go along 
|until now with his nitery and vaude 
| operations via a verbal agreement. 
| While Rose is currently meeting all 
requirements of the AGVA contract 
ithe union now feels that Rose 
should have written contract 
as other producers. 


To Holdover or Not To 
H.O., That’s the Headache 


Plenty of headaches around Loew’s 
State. N. Y.. booking office last week 


| due to hour book-switches in 
| both film and vaude bookings. 

| “Three Men in White” had been 
set for last week as film feature 
around which Jesse Kaye was to, 
| book stage show. Pic runs 83 min- 
| utes. Film department pulled a 
switeh and sent in “Andy Hardy's 
Blonde Trouble.” which is 20 min- 
utes longer than “White.” Kave 
found he had too much show, 

Milt Britton band, Benay 

Stubby Kaye, et al. Caites Bros. 


agreed to drop out and take a later 
date. 

Kaye later was apprised “Blonde | 
Trouble” would stay two weeks. | 
Britton band had other commitments 
and couldn't holdover, but Kaye | 
lined up most of the other acts. | 
Monday (8) he was notified picture | 
was being pulled after one week and | 
“Broadway Rhythm” would sup-| 
plant. Yesterday (Tues.) he booked 
|another set which opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.), comprising Juggling Jew- 
els, Bob Hopkins, Arren and Brod- 
erick, Sunny Skylar, Adrian Rollini 
Trio, and Cook and Christy. 


ENTERTAINING OVERSEAS 
SHOWS 


WITH 


BOB EVANS 
WITH JERRY O'LEARY 


Personal Management 
BEA KHOUGH 


lare OR. 


for his vaude edition of | “C2¢choslovakia. 


which tees off | 


same 
| singer at WLW. Cincinnati. 


SLIGH AND TYRRELL 
REUNITE AFTER 5 YRS. 


Chicago, May 2. 

After a separation of five years, 
Phil Tyrrell and Eddie Sligh have 
resumed partnership and will 
operate under their old agency effec- 
tive May 15. 

A year ago Sligh gave up his own 
business to join the local General 
Amusement Co. in charge of club 
and hotel bookings. Tyrrell is leav- 
ing for Detroit next week to set up 
a branch there. 


They Probably Never 


Tax. 


down. 
tax, | 
unusual, | 


Heard of the 307 


With N. Y. niteries going 
like ten pins due to the 30°; 
new-spot openings are 
However, there are two due in the 
N. Y. area, one in midtown N. Y, and! 


; a second in Union City, N. J. | 
Being the only recreational center | 


Victoria hotel, N. Y., is opening a 
175-seat room with Buddy Wagner's) 
orchestra, for dinner and supper, | 
Friday (12). Top Hat, N. J.. after} 
spending a wad in redecorating its! 
Emerald Room, is opening May { 
with two bands (one of whom 
Ron Perry) but no floor show. 

Greenwich Village spot, the Pied 
Piper, installed a band under Max 
Kaminsky last Friday (5) for dance 
policy, but that spot has been op- 
erating right alung sans band setup. 


is | 


Saranac 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., May 9. 

Manuel Quezon, exiled prez of the 
Philippines, will summer at the Me-| 
Martincamp. 

Dr. Joseph Ecker. 

Rogers medico, dropped in from New, 
Jersey to visit former patients he 
aided toward recovery. 

Ben Schaffer was given a week's 
furlough to visit relatives in New 
York City. 

Ben Nadler, who mastered a series | 
of operations, getting back into shape 
and will be soon in circulation again. 

Joe (Paramount) Souhami elated 
upon receiving news that his folks 
in France. Had not heard 
from them in three years. 


Victor King, musician and new- 
comer here, happy that BMI has! 
| accepted his latest symphony, ! 


He's also flashing | 
good reports. | 

Oscar Price, who has been here for 
many years, was discharged as! 
Among those showing considerable 
improvement are James Whalen, Joe | 
Klein and Dr. Erenkranz. 

Write to those who are ill. 


Kirk Wood, Bob Chester vocalist. | 
is leaving that band to become staif 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


| Sisters, 


| pearances, 


In First LA. Wk. 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

“Ice-Capades of 1944” took esti- 
mated $92,000 for first week of its 
final engagement of the season at 
the Pan-Pacific auditorium. Gross 
was nearly double of first week last 
year at same spot, indicating 
eral wartime admission tax and guse 
oline shortage are making no inroads 
on boxoffice. 

Frozen show runs through June 4, 
Siving it 39 days. Net from opening 
night, April 27, was turned over to 
Tent 25, Variety Clubs, for its Heart 
Ferd to help establish Prematw:e 
Birth Clinic at Children’s Hospitai 
here. Charity garnered better than 
$5,000 tor fund. 


Detroit Dancer’s Body 
Recovered From River 


Detroit, May 9. 

The body of 23-year-old) 
Davis, who with her sister, Helen, 
formed the dance team of the Davis 
was recovered from River 
Rouge here last week. 

The dancer, who had been work- 
ing part-time at the Ford plant as 
well as making professional an- 
was said to have been 
since her mother dis- 
last fall from joining 


despondent 
suaded her 


the WACs. 


“former Will, 


Versatility in Rhythm 


KENNEDY 


On Tour for USO 


Overseas 


ATTENTION PRODUCER 


Like to get started in show- 
business as comedian; salary 
no object. Age 37, medium 
height; bald, ulcers, 4F. 


Write Box 768, Variety 
154 West 46th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 


A CAMP JOB FOR THE SUMMER? 
Yes, you may secure it NOW! 


Openings for good pinne teacher (pop- 
und classiest). Also dance teact- 
(modern top dancing), Mev 
wemen, Working eouples without 
children considered, Well established 
camp, locuted in Andes, Write 
TUNIS-OQUAGO CAMPS, children 
ages 3S to 16. One Madison Avenuc. 
New York 10, N. 


ers 


JEAN TIGHE 
Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


Music Corperation of America 


Always Working! 


‘Whitey’ ROBERTS 


; Now on 7th Big Week 
Walton Roof, Philadelphia 


Dir, Sam Bramson of Wm. Merris 


with 
Venuta, | 
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Thanks to Jesse Kaye 


STUBBY 
KAY 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


NOW 


(Week May 4th) 


Via MARK LEDDY 
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FIGURE THAT SPEAKS FOR ITSELF 


PREVIOUS HOUSE RECORD $30,000 - 


Feature Picture 
"CLEMENTINE" 
A Republic Release 


BROKE ALL-TIME HOUSE RECORD 
AT THE GOLDEN GATE THEATRE 
IN SAN FRANCISCO WEEK APR. 25 © 
GROSSING $42,000. 
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Talent Union Execs Want One Union 


But Nobody's Around to Pave the Way 


“We all want that one big theatri- + 


cal union or merger but no one has 
peen able to put it together. 

That's the general comment among 
officials of talent unions seeking a 
whereby one card of member- 


way 
rir would permit actors to switch 
from one talent field to another 


without the red tape now required 
for such job changes. 

Equity continues to feel that the 
Jatter should be the overall organiza- 
tion because it originally had juris- 
diction of all other fields except 
vaudeville, which never interested 
the legit bunch. Nobody around 
Equity has ever explained: why it 
dropped the other jurisdictions. It 
was assumed that when radio started 
to develop and other talent grotips 
had the urge to unionize, a previcus 
Equity administration was not in- 
clined to assume further responsibil- 

Equity started to parcel out juris- 


The late Frank Gillmore _ was in | 
charge of that attempt, being then | 
president of Equity. Then came the 
idea to form the Screen Actors Guild 
and Equity gave the new outfit a 
“franchise,” with a string attached 
that it could cancel the deal at any 
time within a year. 

There are those in Equity who id 
not favor divorcing pic people, con- 
tending that it would be just a mat- 
ter of time before picture actors 
would come within Equity’s jurisdic- 
tion. and so they opposed the idea of 
creating SAG. Pointed out at the 
time that many Broadway actors 
were going to Hollywood and would 
eventually return. 


Walker OK’s 23%, 


Raise for Grips 


According to a ruling made by | 
James J.. Walker, former mayor of! 
New York, the: stagehands in the | 
metropolis will receive a pay boost) 
of 23% over the 1941 scale. Walker} 
sat as arbitrator between the man- 
agers and deckhands. It was an un- 
usual procedure, since the showmen | 
had agreed not to interpose any ar-| 
gument against the union's conten- | 
tions. Though the increase topped 
the 15°, limit fixed by the War 
Labor Board, the League of N. Y. 
Theatres permitted the Walker rul- 
ing to go before the regional WLB| 
without protest. 

Walker's ruling was 
based on the union’s statements that 
stagehands in legit have 
been averaging $70 less per week 
than those in picture and vaudfilm 
houses. Why there is such diverg- 
ence was not made clear, for there is 
no sharp difference in scales be- 
tween legit and picture theatres 
Figured that men in the latter jobs 
work on a 52-week basis 
in legit the lengih of the season de- 
pends on the shows 

Managers now regard the excep- 
tional increase the door- 
men and ushers union in a lighte) 
vein. They said their answer would 
be: “Are you kidding?” 


dictions soon after it flopped in or- | 
ganizing Hollywood filmsters in 1929. Mar 


probably 


theatres 


whereas 


Janney Plans Road 


Revival of Kins” 


Russell Janney is planning another 
revival of the musical, “The Vaga- 
bond King,” for the road, Has a 
new streamlined version ready, 40 
minutes ‘shorter season's 
revival. Also contdins a couple new 
Rudolf Frim!] three- 
minute prolog which Janney 
tying musical’s theme up wi 


+} 
of the present. 


than last 


tunes and a 
wrote, 
h Paris 
Janney still looking for a 
singer-actor to play lead of Francois 
Villon, although having one or two 
Possibilities in mind 
duction is ready for a summer 01 
fall start. 


Stock for Jr. 


Gus Schirmer, Jr., will operate a 
summer stock company the 
Strand, Hartford. * 

Season will run 11 weeks, begin- 
Ring June 20. 


“Bella” Delayed 
“My Dear Bella.” slated for Broad- 
way production by John Gulden, is | 
off until next season. 
Arthur Kober returns to Holly- | 
Wood until that time. 


Tele-Warning 

As the result of an unidenti- 
fied Coast group’s idea of setting 
up an organization in the tele- 
vision field, the three-way joint 
talent union committee has an- 
nounced that it continues to 
operate actively. Committee, 
which has been functioning since 
1940, is made up of people 
representing Equity, Screen 
Actors Guild and American 
Federation of Radio Artists. 

Members of the three organ- 
izations are warned that in en- 
tering television they must re- 
port to their respective unions 
as to the conditions under which 
they are engaged for video ap- 
pearances and to no other group 
or association. ° 


and if the resurrected Ziegfeld clicks 


Lee Shubert In On 


which wound up its first 
| spring 

announced that the second sea- 
| policy 
for 
reelected for next 
J 
presented 10 operettas 


| season this year to 14 weeks. 


den, Rose’s 


Liesteld Cafe 
Plans in Fall 


| 

Ben Marden. who is Billy Rose's | 
backer in the Ziegfeld theatre (N.Y.) | 
venture to the extent of some $600.- | 
600, plans a unique cafe-bar in the | 
property. Roth Rose and Marden! 
are seasoned nitery entrepreneurs, | 


as a legit stand (‘The 7 Lively Arts” | 
debuts there in October) the prop- 
erty will assume extra values. 

Added to “Arts” now is Richard | 
Haydn, along with Fannie Brice, (in- | 
cidentally the first Mrs. Billy Rose) | 
and Groucho Marx, both marking | 
their Broadway revue comebacks in | 
some years. Leonard Bernstein, 25- | 
year-old maestro of the N. Y. Sym- 
phony. has been invited by Rose to 
specially compose a ballet for the | 
show which George S. Kaufman will | 
stage, with Hassard Short doing the | 
musical numbers. 


HARRY DELMAR PLANS 
TO PRODUCE SOLO 


Harry Delmar, who resigned post 
with USO-Camp Shows to stage. 
Dave Wolper’s musical. “Follow The 
Girls,” currently boff at Century, 
N. Y., contemplates doing some pro- 
ducing on his own. 

Undecided whether he'll do an- 
other edition of “Revels,” an as-yet 
untitled book show or a non-musi- 
cal He would like to launch one 
or more before summer is over. 

Wolper may have financial inter- 
est in one, or al] three. but Delmar 
figure as producer. 


‘Lady Chatterley’ 


Lee Shubert will have a financial 


iterest in Jack Lindei forthcom- 


production of “Lady Chatterley 


Lover’ when the piece’ reaches 


| Broadway. 


Linder tried it out on the Coast 
earlier in season and closed fo: 
script revisfon and cast change: 
Understood Linder and cast will 
jump directly to New York within 


a coupla weeks to huddle with Shu- 


bert on detail Possibility also that 
how mav plav everal out-ol-town 
date Oo! he Levent ial-Brandt cir- 

cult unthi YOrK Ousé iva 
able. 


Det. Light Opera, 100G 
Black, Extends Season 
Detroit. May 9 
Detroit Civic Light Opera Co 
season this 


with $100.000 in the black 


son will be extended The same} 
as last year, importing top 
names for leads and using local tal- 
the chorus, will be followed. 
rectors was 


The entire slate of ¢ 
eason including 
Fitzpatrick. vice-president 
WJR, as 


10ND 


and genera! manager ot! 


president. The new assoc 


last season | 


and probably will stretch the wénter 


and the 


; dinnei 


Rosen Ganders Coast 
Talent for 2d ‘Ladies 


Los Angeles, May 9. 

A! Rosen is in town to round up 
a cast for his stage piece, “Good 
Night, Ladies.” for a three-week run 
at the Biltmore theatre, starting July 
2, after a three-day break-in at San 
Diego. 

Comedy ran for almost two years 
in Chicago. 


John Murray Anderson, 
Billy Rose Adjust Rift On 
‘Lively Arts’ Staging 


Rift between John Murray Ander- 
son and Billy Rose has been amic- 
ably adjusted despite both sides 
denying there had been any friction 
in the first place. 

Breach is said to have been pre- 
cipitated by Rose giving Hassard 
Short the staging of numbers for 
“Seven Lively Arts,” revue which 
Rose will launch at the Ziegfeld the- 
atre, N. Y., when assuming tenancy 
in partnership with Ben Marden, 
former nitery operator. 

anderson, who stages floor shows 


at Billy Rose’s nitery, Diamond 
Horseshoe, N. Y., and also did Rose’s 
spectacle, “Jumbo,” which Jock 


Whitney financed at the now defunct 
Hippodrome, was said to be steamed 
when Rose announced Short would 
do the new Ziegfeld show. Rose 
countered with the statement that he 
understood Anderson's outside work 
would have conflicted with staging 
of-Art: 
ation when he called in Short to 
stage “Carmen Jones,” currently at 
the Broadway, N. Y. 

Anderson is committed to Harry 


uneusimilar situe 


| Kaufman to revamp the staging of 


“Sons O’ Fun.” which reopens with 
Olsen and Johnson and some cast 


changes at the Garden Pier, Atlantic} 
City, June 15. Also the new Olsen} 


and Johnson show for next season. 


which goes into rehearsal in August. | 


Anderson is also to stage new ver- 


| sion of “Greenwich Village Follies.” 


Rose’s 50G Guarantee 
Getting ready for an active season, 
Billy Rose has deposited $50,000 with 


Equity to guarantee salaries for at! 


4h 


least three attractions due during the 
summer and early fall. One other 
manager has put up that much 
money, Michael Todd having depos- 
ited an equal sum with the actors 
union about two years ago, thereby 
eliminating the necessity of meeting 
the requirement every time he puts 
a show into rehearsal. At the pres- 


ent time Todd has “Mexican Hay- | 
ride’ at the Winter Garden, “Pick- | 


Up Girl.” 48th Street, and “Cath- 
erine Was Great,” which went into 
rehearsal with Mae West Monday 
(8). 

Rose's major production will be 
“Seven Lively Arts,” a musical which 
will relight the Ziegfeld with legit 


Several months ago he purchased tne 


| theatre in association with Ben Mar- 


latter will probably be 
nterested in the Rose attractions. 
Last week Todd announced the pur- 
chase of the 48th St. theatre, which 
he had under lease. “Girl” is billed 
s been produced by his staff 


as havin 


Eulogy to Sam Forrest 


Notables in show business last 
Thursday (4) eulogized the late Sam 
Forrest at services held in Temple 
Rodeph Sholem. New York, under 
auspices of the Jewish Theatrical 


Guild William Degen Weinberger 
and Dave Ferguson represented the 
Guild Forrest. who passed away 
from a heart attack April 30, calmly 
expre ed } Vv ne to Fe rguson 
ie we eeks before death, ap- 
. ently aware that he could not live 
nucn longer. Hi chief aesire Wa 
o be buried in Woodlawn, as close 
as possible to the mausoleum of 
George M. Cohan and Sam H. Harris, 

| he been closely as- 

ciated for years After the b 
prayers were said for Cohan and 
Ha 

Walter Vincent spoke for the 
Lambs, Playe1 and Actor Fund, | 


Percy Moore for the Episcopal Ac- 
tors Guild and Gene Buck for the 
Catholic Actors Guild. 
the rostrum who spoke’ included 
George Jessel and Channing Pollock. 
Forrest emceed the Thursday night 
hows held weekly at the Lambs for 
nen in uniform for more than a 
He arranged the bills and 
tayed on the job until stricken. 
Lambs have appointed Ward Wilson 
to take over the weekly shows and 
given by the club’s Morale 


Committee. 


year 


Others on! 


Commissioner Moss Wins Court Test 
~ On Right to Revoke Broker’s License 


Close Call 


Producer Theron Bamberger 
went to Detroit last week to see 
his touring company of “To- 
morrow the World.” He nearly 
upset the show. 

Bamberger took his leads, 
Edith Atwater and Paul Mc- 
Grath, across the river to Wind- 
sor, Canada, for dinner Wednes- 
day night. Immigration officials 
were suspicious on their return 
about Bamberger’s citizenship, 
and hauled them off to the De- 
tention House at 8 p.m. The 
leads got out just in time for the 
performance. 


Gallo’s 646 Opera 
Precludes Beef At 


Although he contended that the 
N. Y. City Center pop-opera show- 
ings constituted unfair competition 


| to his San Carlo opera troupe at the 
| Center, Radio City, Fortune Gallo 


conceded that his gross was an ex- 
cellent $64,000, by per- 


within a 


drawn 
formances 


San Carlo finaled Sunday (7) and 
during last week it was day and date 


competition between the two op- 
| eratic companies, without injury to 
eithey. however, City Center being 
reported to have fared very well, 
too. Gallo troupe’s business was 
around $8,000 better than _ that 
drawn during the previous San Carlo 
visit to the Center. 

Gallo wrote Mayor LaGuardia 
protesting the opposition dates. 
| pointing out that his project is com- 
| mercial and should not be subjected 
to similar performances by the non- 
profit municipal venture. Understood 


{ 


protest. but Gallo does not appear to 
be disturbed now in light of his suc- 
cessful Center engagement. 


‘OTHELLO’ SLATED TO 
QUIT B’WAY IN JULY 


“Othello,” establishing a run reec- 
ord at the Shubert, N. Y., for Shake- 
spearean tragedy. will continue un- 
There little doubt 


the attraction could span the sum- 


‘ 


til late July. 


mer, but co-star Paul Robeson plans 
taking a vacation from the extremely 
arduous title role. Drama could re- 
Broadway in the fall but 


booked for the 


light on 
has been road at 
that time. 

“Othello” is now in its 30th week, 
with heavy grosses still being drawn 
Othello” will return to New York 
next spring, being booked then into 
the City Cente tevival was 
by the Theatre Guild, which also ha 
two big grossers in “Oklahoma” at 
the St. James and “Jacobowsky and 
the Colonel!” at the Martin Beck. 


made 


Gertie Lawrence 
Leases Cape Playhouse 


Gertrude Lawrence has leased the 
Cape Playhouse Dennis. Ma on 


a 


behalf of her husband, Lt.-Cdr. Rict 
ard Aldrich, but thus far no plan 
have been made to operate the thea- 
tre this Aldrich is oversea 
and was recently placed in charge of 
a naval base in England. the appoint 
nt pelns inderstood to have beer 
( nied t i promotior 
Siar is figuring on Aldrich operating 
the Playhouse after the war 
| Miss Lawrence has been poised to 
go abroad to entertain for the Red 


Cross, but has been delayed because 
of the recent ban on civilians going 
to, or leaving, England. 


Breones’ Greenwood Play 


Holivwood, May 9. 
Broones ha 
‘asting for 


le 


Martin 
fices here to begin 
| With Charlotte.’ 
Charlotte Greenwood. 
i} Billed as a comedy with 


tarring 


music, 


Muny Competish 


12-day period. | 


that the mayor did not reply to the | 


opened of- 


Paul Moss, commissioner of lie 


| censes in New York, last week won 
la court test of his revocation order 
| on ticket agency licenses, when Jus- 
tice Isidor Wasservogel declined to 
| issue a writ compelling Moss to put 
the Rialto agency back in good 
|standing. Upon the Rialto decision 
; rested the chances of two other 
| brokers who were ruled out by Moss 
for the same reason, gypping on 
tickets. Rialto was represented by 
| William B. Herlands, former com- 
| missioner of investigation. 
| Rialto was issued a new license 
| last December, but Moss suspended 
the permit in March after lamping 
| the ticket sales records of the Union 

League Club, an organization. of 
wealthy men. It was revealed’ that 
during the month the agency col- 
| lected $1,740 more in premiums than 
jthe law allows. Most of the over- 
| charging was on tickets for “Okla- 
/home” (St. James) and “The Voice 
of the Turtle” (Morosco), outstand- 
ng hits. 
| Herlands’ argument for the ticket 
| people contended that Union 
Leaguers can well afford to pay high 
prices for tickets and, therefore, no 
average playgoer was nicked. As 
the law is specific in placing the 
agency premium at 75c plus the fed- 
eral tax, the court upheld the statute. 
Indicated that the average price per 
ticket sold to the club was $11, or 
$22 per pair, and in some instances 
| there were 12 tickets to “Oklahoma” 
for which the rate was $9.90. the 
boxoffice price at the time being 
$4.40 (new admsision tax raiscd the 
price to $4.80). 

In commenting on the decision 
Moss hinted that ticket violators 
could bé jailed under the state law 
and indicated that in the future he 
may ask for such penalties. Other 
agencies whose licenses were sus- 
pended are Alexander’s and the 
Circle. Moss refused to say whether 
he would consider restoring the 
licenses some time in the future. 


“Venus Near 1456 
Production Cost 


Angels of Broadway hits continue 
to revel in profits. Straight play sue- 


cesses have been cutting up melons 
for some time, and now the number 
of musicals with costly production 
outlays is growing. Latest to hit the 
jackpot is “One Touch of Venus,” at 
the 46th St.. and within the next 
week or two will have recaptured 
$145,000. which it cost. Thereafter 
it will distribute profits. “Venus” 
has been earning between $5,000 and 
$6.000 weekly and is playing its 32nd 
week. 

No show on the list is in a class 
with “Oklahoma,” at the St. James, 
however, so far as profits go. Net 
profit is higher than first indicated. 
the combined profit of the original 
how and the Chicago company be- 
ing around $16,000 weekly. Close to 
$80,000 is being distributed among 
the “Oklahoma” every five 
veeks. 

“Ziegfeld Follies,’ Imperial, has 
been dividing profits for some time. 
“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst, has paid 
off its backers 100%. but no profits 
been distributed, although 
there is around $25,060 in a reserve 
“Bed” finales this Saturday 
(13). when it will have completed 48 


backers 


have 


fund 


week It was reported going to the 
road, but no bookings have been 
de and it’s not sure if the musical 
ll go to the road in the fall. It is 
among everal musical hic 
fered a sharp drop in business last 
eck 
Arsenic and Old Lace paid the 
22 angels another goodly dividend 
ist week. $32.400 hich luded 
oyalties and profits from three “Ar- 
enic’” companies in England. Origi- 
al show is certain for another sum- 
er at the Hudson, N. Y. “Tomor- 


World” also declared an- 
ther divvy. 


row tne 


‘Little Jesse James’ 
To Get Coast Comeback 


Hollywood, May 9. 

George Shafer and Paul Trebitsch 
D ‘ht stage rights to the old musi- 
ical, “Little Jesse James,” in this ter- 
ritory. 
Play will be put on 
cast at the Hollywood 
ly hen “Meet the People of 
| moves out, 


with a local 
Musie Box 
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to Law” (curtain 
Endry. 

“For Keeps”—Gilbert Miller. 
“Let’s Face It” (roadji—Horace 


'Schmidlapp. Richard Krakuer. 


raiser )—Eugene 


“Stovepipe Hat’—Irving Gaumont. 


everybody's happy. 

Paul and Grace Hartman have 
made an unfortunate choice of a ve- 
hicle to transport them from terp- 
sichore to legit) When a dance duo 


tackle the job of portraying a radio 
team in a straight stage production, 
they take on a pretty hefty assign- 


teenaged son of which decides to be- 
come a conscientious objector. He is 
dissuaded from his course only by a 
hope that his family wil! 

its own pre-war mistakes 

the veil of good citizenship. 
more than another 
Americans of a mistake practically 


recognize 
and take 

It is no 
reminder to | 


PI Broad | | Inside Stuff—Legi 
ays on Broadway Political Films | side St git 
Pick-Up Girl structions so that she can ultimate. | LP Continued from page 1 Burns Mantle, retired reviewer for the N. Y. News, took over the drama 
lv qualify for marriage to the lad. that the information and entertain-| column of that daily last Sunday (7), criticizing the critics for f{aj)j, z to 
ont ea te b sa Nh “Pick-Up Girl” is in teresting ail| ment which it furnishes to the sol-| select a “best play” of the season, also telling off the Pulitzer prize com. 
bier the wa) There are COLIC (Giels is either (1) non-political, or | Mittee for acting similarly, although that group did give a special award 
a eon ‘auperviaed by William Coltixen, | Sits suggested _by Mic hael Todd, (2), if political, is justified.” /to “Oklahoma” (St. James, N. Y.) authors Said Mantle: “These no. 
Te lownitield a the Kusien, | Whose staff is credited with the pre- Following details are set up for! decision verdicts give me a variety of mild shooting pains in various 
at May pix and radio: sections of my retired anatomy. ... What right has either of these critica] 
= he “Material which is for entertain- | groups to belittle the American theatre “by announcing loudly that for 19 
{ a egg on ’ William Harrigan as the judge Ment will not contain political argu- | months there has a been a play produced in this world’s capital that is 
aor Attends wil 40 gives a corking performance in the| ment or political propaganda of the | Worthy of enybody's vote as a prize winner? Is that helping the theatre? 
Mra. Collius (Gl Dest part that has come his way in! prohibited kind. Material which is | Or the drama? 
+ Mis re ji a vears. He's an understanding, com- coverage, as news or information, of “Or the younger playwrights? Or the playgoers, who pay their money 
Aiesander bn A ne passionate, yet firm jurist. Pamela | public events and persons in public and need guidance as to what they should pay to see? Is it slamming the 
OWEN. Mo Marvel life will be impartial. Material con- theatre or is it not? Who are these critics and these Pulitzer pundits to 
Coll i de | sisting of editorials, columns, or | Say that nothing has been produced worth rewarding, just because they 
+ ime Forde as the bov next door | Other argumentative matter support. | were disappointed in the producers’ output? 
ar. Collins dea Phe rome ‘another standout. being a comer. | 28 a political party of the kind spec-| Mantle mentioned the fact that “The Searching Wind” just missed being 
ee Se Mi Houle Very good also are Zachary A.| ified in the statute (Hatch Act) will) chosen by the Crities Circle, and while naming a winner may not be 
Ma lia Wheeler | Charles as a tough youth: Kathryn! not be used unless in the same issue | seriously important, he said he saw no reasonable excuse for not actually 
Jou pets 3 Grill and Frank Tweddell as the! or presentation an equal amount of | making a selection, adding: “Let them persist in this attitude of snooty 
at eee ia jshabby parents; William Foran, an} space or time is allotted to each such | superiority to the theatre's contributions to art and the chronicles of the 
| other political | time. Let them keep it up and do real injury to the theatre.” 
written and well performed that it’ okay are Edmonia Nolley and Toni... “Activities of Special Services - al The theatre’s champion referred to the attitude of the critics as “sour- 
should do-well enough on Broadway) Payor among the smaller parts. vision in relation to the publication puss belittling” and asks playgoers to join him in a campaign next year te 
in addition to attracting Hollywood | Direction of Roy Hargrave is an- of soldier show materials, the ap- force editors to compel the critics to make a selection. Wilella Waldorf, 
other favorable factor. Ib got in the Post on Saturday (6), defended the for a winner, 
rst time that the stage Bas we ee. sted personnel, ae Sppeeve She was ene of the four reviewers who refused to make a selection. Miss 
ward juveniles. It is an authentic, Hickory Stick will in the theatre, but do not believe in giving a prize to a play unless “it is 
detailed case history of one l5-yeat-| yyy iwingeMarie Elkins pro- We sufficiently fine to bear the label ‘prize play’. 
old, Elizabeth Collins.a N.Y. westside! of three-act: Give stener comedy. | and non-political in character. 
kid Play is enacted within the|d by Frederick Stephoni and Murray | “Commanding: officers, inside and 
courtroom, Judge Bentley presiding Mlanalickd thea, | OUtside the United States, are re-| When Joe Glick, general manager for Michael Todd, died last October, 
ton; opening might, {sponsible for seeing that approved! it was reported that a considerable sum of money was found in his New 
evenings because of her job. s0 the | Mor! | Material furnished by Special Sqyv-| york hotel (St. Moritz) safe deposit box, but the amount was under esti 
eldest daughter, Lizzie, has to care tan |mated. Stated now that the box contained around $70,000, and of that 
for two younger kids. The father,| Lawrence Fletcher | eltertainment programs here dis-' around $22,000 belonged to Todd. Latter had asked Glick to take 
who had been out of work for years, | lie VPessolano........ eee. Adrienne Bayan cussed are not edited, cut, or added care of the coin over the weekend, the manages expiring on a Sunday, but 
now has a job in a California ship- ban Maclemore OPE POR ey fet Brown to in any manner which may result} 4. Todd had no receipt, he could not legdlly claim the money. 
Understood that Glick died without leaving a will and the money was 
eantinent by bus. % Matriek Maclemore, Sro.......Marrell Pelly a claimed by a sister, said to be the only surviving close relative. Todd spent 
Elizabeth had been arrested after | oe pope sat  Ruaae a piven around $3,000 on the funeral and advances to the sister and may interpose 
being found in bed with a middle-| sieven a claim for that amount. 
aged man whom she met through a) Saimel Rere......... NE ae Ee Ray Fry Plays Out of Town In a dispute between Todd and Harry H. Oshrin over a lease on the 48th 
brazen girl friend about her age.) (inl Warmerecssrsss: Violet J. Kennedy St. theatre, N. Y., with Oshrin receiving a $10,000 judgment against Todd 
the Uhorehak, Jehan: Croce for balance of payments due him, Oshrin takes exception to Tood’s claim 
being jrace Same Time Next Week that suit was commenced after Todd's failure to make one payment. 
concerned mostly with probation and | vances ‘Mhaddens Oshrin declares that Todd was notified after three payments had not 
medical reports. pny Mevak............ iorie Mitiiard New Haven, May 4 been made. Also, that Todd didn’t put up the monies due at time of the 
It develops that Elizabeth's Helen Celi: court trial. Oshrin furthermore denies Todd’s story of offering to give 
plight, Paul and. Grit Hartman. Stage 80°, in settlement. Oshrin says he offered a 10% cut when Todd made 
school, having pointed the way) suiting. Frederick | overtures, but balked when Todd countered with a 50% settlement. 
to prostitution. Absence of parental | Hickory Stick,” rowdy melodra-| at siubert, New Haven, May 4. 44; 83 top. ee 
restrictions are also a paramount| Matic comedy about school kids, has) ..Georke Khan 
factor. The girl is not willfully bad.!@ good idea marred by trite situa- | pee ge veal a ala iE he Dick Maney has taken to the hills since last week’s “Variety” item anent 
and the parents could now take care tions and cheap humor. Play moves} een, talon. sccecesccs. tom. Meititane | his literary talents in fields other than drama. Wednesday (3) morning a 
of her, father having secured a house | briskly, with plenty of action, for| Tew Chambers. cles ec Ive Kelson | femme phoned, saying she had read the “Variety” bit, and could Maney 
on the Coast. But Judge lle Danny. Jason | group at Sherry’s. Next morning came a letter from 
had had other affairs. one with a/ although the same quality makes it! Geom a George Cotton | book in Maney on “theatrical cutteruppers.” Maney made his regrets. 
sailor picked up on Broadway near | material for a “B” film. on Grusse | Admits to having an uncashed royalty check from another publisher lying 
42d street, he discloses the fact that; The play, by Frederick Stephani] Ti Gig ae tees | in his drawer for a month as inducement to do a book, Maney fears if he 
medical examination proves she has|and Murray Burnett, discusses the} peri Ilartman | cashed the check he'd have to write one. 
contracted syphilis. She plans es-| problem of- educating the zoot-suit,| Bernard. SS es Arnold Stang | 
cape with the boy who lives next| bobby-sox kids shunted into 
oor, @ bright lad in love with her. | tonal schools because of their un-| Mrs. Prindte a eeness Louise Lorimer | “The Merry Widow,” which closed Saturday (6) after 60 weeks on Broad- 
After a violent flareup, the girl sub-| suitability for regular high schools. | sergeant Gordon.............Frank Rowan | ae arking a record for a Broadway revival of the Lehar operetta 
sides and, when told of her condi-| The problem, however, is treated ar- | Ginger. Gerry Carr | Way, marking a recor at a te 54.000 
tion, readily assents to hospitaliza-|tificially, played either for laughs or | Policeman John Farrel | chalked up a $65,000 net profit. on better than 100°, on the $5 0 pro 
tion, thereafter, promising to follow! phoney theatrics, to offer no intelli- | aay | duction cost. Although still talking of a road tour, which is having dif- 
= gens discussion or solution. The plot} In act three of this one, in com- | ficulty in being plotted, the New Opera Co. will probably store the pro- 
is rambling and disjointed, with war| menting on an unrehearsed broad- | duction. 
Schop adduct by a | Incidentally, a handshake ended the feud between maestro Isaac Van 
;schopenhauer addicts mixed into! character says, “It was awful. CAN | » star 
| classroom life for a bewildering med-| just see ‘Variety's’ review—'Thirty | Grove and Jan Mie pure, star. 
|ley. Stock characters like the Irish | minutes of dead ‘air’.” 
| immigrant father or Italian mother | Whoever created that line was ment even for seasoned actors. They | every one is conscious of having 
also help to spoil conviction. | positively psychic. The only correc- | register a commendable ease in their | made. Alfa 
| The story concerns a_ soldier, | tion, as far as the play itself is con- | ;oles, but the Hartmans find little in | Play is not too well cast. _ George 
| Wounded at Guadalcanal, who fos pomses, is an extension of the time | {his particular comedy to prove | Phelps directed, with Gilmor Brown 
| turns to teach in what is presumably | period mentioned. | whether or not they are meant for | supervising. Production by Rita 
|a New York east side vocational! In a production that has underly- | the straight branch of show business. | Glover and Fred C. Huxley is ex- 
{school. His pupils are all misfits, | ing possibilities, they have tried to l'This test will have to come from | cellent. 
3 | Feared b badly at home, and growing | combine straight comedy, screwball la better acs Mngl than “Same —— 
1s seems an es metnoc 5 s some sn > tang 
eacners attemp use gentler | vision in spelling 1a atter Classifi- » ings: Rober 
you’. in effort to understand | d by | scenery; balance of cast works hard. felt that the doubled admissions 
‘ p them, furnish the play’s Single setting of hotel suite’ is4of 20°). may have created the adverse 
theme 1eme—s |< Staging that is able to wend | orade- 
| structure and chuckleless situations, general opinion. 
“YOUR SPECTACLES OFF % A aS fhe f highly talented y ».|. In taking this play under his wing, ’ oung Man of Today that the tax will affect shows which 
How many actors or its is highly probable that Milton Pasadena, Cal., May 4. are not standouts but ‘here is 
actresses do you see || Vito Christi, as the class ringleader: | It Pasadena Community Playhouse produc: | Clear indication that 
wearing spectacies? | Richard Basehart as the Schopen-| thought had | generally been dented for that rea 
The reason is that few |this report would have a distinetly Phelps, Robert Cowell, Mars tha Kev. | SOM. 
people look well with girl different flavor. As it stands, how- Claimed that some grosses started 
spectacles. That is why thousands ever, the productian is just too much | My Nell Mowery. | Slipping immediately afte: April 
have turned for better vision to | swinging pedagog, and Steve feat. for those involved. Berle is said to | Steven n Margaret Kin L i. * ane tt i} 1, when the tax jumped from 10 
CONTACT LENSES—the plays the returned soldier- because it r Ph If that can be established the man- 
INVISIBLE teacher with quiet conviction | technical director, Fred iia} agers will appeal for relief fron 
As hese char- | ¢ wrt director, World premiere at} Congress. Two bills are pendi 
GLASSES T he play moves smoothly and! acters may have been cards in their Playhouse, Pas la, | 
swiftly in a two-set frame, Frederick} original element. but in the present | May 3, 14 | the House and Senate to low: 
Contact lenses are invisible. They | Fox's schoolroom and guidance-office | deck they're just a lot of unfunny} 7 }new cabaret tax from 30% to 10% 
are unbreakable. They replace {sets being realistic. J. B. Daniels] jokers. Confusing rather than amusing is | it is possible that amendments 
noying, unattractive, often unsafe | directed with assurance. The play is Theme attempts to show the dizzy /*Young Man of Today,” which was | Will be made to that legislation 
eyeglasses. Comfortable, easy to the first jyomt production of Marjorie | existen e that is supposed to be part | given its premiere ‘at’ Pasadena’s | whereby the legit ticket levy would 
wear, almost never need to be ra- Ewing (who has backed shows be-| and parcel of a bigtime radio career. Community Playhouse. be revised downward. 
placed. The modern way to correct | fore) and Marie Louise Elkins, co-| Bert and Betty Oliver, number one Aurania Rouverol, who has au- 
most defects in vision! Come in, acheter vie in several, Broadway at-| comedy team of the air, have their | thored such convincing family-life ast week started with the pene a 
talk to an expert technician. No entourage of script Writers, gag men, | comedy - dramas as “Skidding,” (1), 
obligation. Easy time payments. ho proceed to get into each | “Growing Pains” and “Young April, | with the start si 
. others, and everybody else's hair. | which later blossomed into the royal | Summer temperature was registere¢ 
DUNSHAW COMPANY Shows In Rehearsal On the eve of signing up fora $10,- | royalties of the “Hardy” family se- , for awhile until Sunday (7), and the- 
130 West 42nd St., New York, N. Y. ore ‘ are aay | 000 weekly program, Betty gets | ries at Metro, has attempted to turn | atres started readying their cooling 
1, Block from Times Square Catherine Was Great” — Michael} weary of it all and. decides to settle |a patio into a podium and preach | systems, bins being loaded with ice 
Wisconsin 7-4680 Todd. Bert | about war. In order to arrive at her | several theatres, 
Open Monday Evening Tul 8:30 Slightly Scandalous” (“Are on The past week saw “Allah = 
Fathers Necessary”) — Charles] their current contract. In the dumps, | with the result that her characters | Praised” closed abruptly at the Adel- 
| Leonard, Thomas McQuillan (in Hol-| Bert gets stewed just before going | delay, rather than build. a climax. | Phi, a costly faflure: “Mrs. January 
| lvwood), on the air, but Betty returns in time} Story concerns a questionably } and Mr. Ex,” Belasco and “Sheppey,’ 
HIT AND RUN “4 Strange Play” and “According | '® pull him through the session and | “average” American family, the | Playhouse, also stopping. “The Merry 


Widow” terminated a highly success- 
ful engagement at the Majestic. 
“Allah” was produced by Alfred 
Bloomingdale who was stricken with 
intestinal influenza on day of pre- 
miere. He was unable to attend any 
performances at the Adelphi. 
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Chi B.0.s Breezy; ‘Blossom’ Neat 
$22,600, ‘Rebecca’ 1714, ‘Kiss’ 146 


Chicago, May 9. ¢— 


Steady levels were maintained by 
all attractions last week. “Blossom 
Time” called it a run Saturday (6) at 
the Blackstone, getting $22,000 in its 
Jast week. Could have stayed longer, 
but moved on to make room for 
Katherine Dunham and her “Tropi- 
cal Revue,” which opened last night 
(8) to a $20,000 advance. “Uncle 
Harry” has brought the Great North- 
ern back as a first-class legit stand. 
Show drew great notices and gar- 
nered $12,000 for its first week. “Kiss 
and Tell” rounded out a full year at 
the Harris. close to $14,000. “Rebec- 
ca” did $17,500 and “Oklahoma” con- 
tinues a sellout at the Erlanger to 
$30,000. 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” reluctantly 
moved out of the Studebaker Satur- 
day (6) for a road tour in face of 
receipts that had settled around $12,- 
000 weekly. House will relight May 
11 with “The Family Carnovsky,” 
followed by “The Connecticut Yan- 


kee” on May 29, to complete the 
American Theatre Society-Theatre 
Guild subscription series for the 


1943-44 season. Civic reopens May 
24 with “School for Brides.” 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abfe's Irish Rose,” Studebaker 
(ith week) (1,400; $3). Closed run 


here Saturday (6) to $12,000. 

“Blossom Time,” Blackstone (4th 
week) (1,200; $3.60). Closing week 
(6) brought top returns of run. 
Great $22,600. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (52d week) 
(1,000; $3). Chalked up year’s run 
last week. Still doing all right at 
$14,000. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (25th week) 
(1,500: $4.20). Sellout $30,000. 

“Rebecca,” Selwyn (3d week) (1,- 
000: $3). Staying around $17,500. 

“Uncle Harry,” Great Northern 
(Ist week) (1,400; $3). Looks set for 
run; did $12.000. 


‘TOMORROW’ FAIR 
AT $11,000, DETROIT 


Detroit, May 9. 

With all houses in operation last 
week, the local rialto narrowed down 
fast, with only one house in opera- 
tion this week. 

The Cass did fairly well for ap- 
proximately $11,000 last week with 
six days of “Tomorrow the World” 
at $2.65 top. is the sole house to stay 
lighted. 
for two weeks. 

“Doughgirls’” wound up its month 
at the Lafayette with $11,300 in the 
fourth stanza, with top at $2.20 as 
compared to former high of $1.65. 
House relights May 14 for Guy Kib- 
bee and “Old Soak.” 

Earl Carroll's “Vanities,” which 
relit the Wilson, closed following the 
fourth week’s $18.700, with top at 
$3.60. Murtah Sisters moved directly 
from show to the Grand Terrace Ca- 
sino here despite rumor show might 
try the road. 


Rosalinda’ Disappoints 
At $21,000, Wash. 


Washington, May 9. 


“Connecticut Yankee” is in| 


‘Abie’ Not So Rosey 
As Ist Seattle Try, 1114G 


Seattle, May 9. 

Return of “Abie’s Irish Rose” for a 
second engagement, after one week 
out, didn’t jell last week. Comedy 
was at Metropolitan at $2.50 top, i.- 
470-seater adding up to $11.500 for 10 
days. On first heat, in 11 days, 
“Abie” grossed around $18,000, good. 

Currently at the Met are Olsen 
and Johnson in “Sons o’ Fun,” new 
top scale being $4.38 Saturday and 
$3.75 other nights. Great advance of 
nearly $20.000 two days before open- 
ing. 


‘PRINCE’ TAKES 146 IN 
L. A; TWO NEWIES OPEN 


Los Angeles, May 9. 
Civic Light Opera opened its sea- 


| auditorium with “Show Boat,” to run 
two weeks. Another newcomer this 
| week will be “Felix Young’s 8:40 
Revue.” coming into the Belasco 
Thursday (11). 

| “Student Prince” at ° Biltmore 
| garnered estimated $14,000 for the 
| first week and will do the same this 
week, Ken Murray's “Blackouts of 
| 1944” at the El Capitan, Holly wood, 
took another $14,800 for the 97th 
week and has prospects for the same 
this stanza. “Meet the People of 
1944” at the Hollywood Music Box 
collected nice $7,000 again for its 
second week. 


Current Road Shows 


(May 10-20) 

“Sons o’ Fun”—Capitol, Yakima, 
Wash. (15); Fox, Spokane, Wash. 
(16); Auditorium, St. Paul, Minn. 
(19); Lyceum, Minneapolis, Minn. 
(20). 

“Student Prince”’—Biltmore, Los 
Angeles, Cal. (14-16); Auditorium, 
Portland, Ore. (20). 

“Blossom Time” (ist Co.)—Er- 
langer, Buffalo, N. Y. (15-17); Civic, 
Syracuse, N. Y. (18); Erie, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. (19-20). 

*“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Colonial, 
Akron, Ohio, (15); Park, Youngs- 
town, Ohio (16); Shea's, Erie, Pa. 
(17); Shea’s, Jamestown, N. Y. (18); 
Auditorium, Rochester, N. Y. (19-20). 

“Oklahoma” — Erlanger, Chicago, 
Til. 

“Rebecca”—Selwyn, Chicago, 

“Kiss and Tell”—Harris, Chicago, 
Til 


| 
| Detroit, Mich. 


Katherine Dunham — Blackstone, 
Chicago, Il}. 

“Junior Miss”— Metropolitan, Prov- 
idence, R. I. (15); Memorial Audi., 
Worcester, Mass. (16); Court §q., 
Springfield, Mass. (17); War Memo- 
rial Audi., Trenton, N. J. (18): Play- 
house, Wilmington, Del. (19-20). 


| “Phe Old Soak’’—Shubert Lafa- 
| yette, Detroit, Mich. 


“4 Connecticut Yankee”’—Cass, 


“Kiss and Tell”—Auditorium, St. 


“Rosalinda” in eight performances | pay], Minn, (14-15); Lyceum, Min- 


at the National theatre collected $21,- | 


000 last week. Gross was disappoint- 
ing. with the $3.60 seats in the 
ment employees. The slack was most- 
ly downstairs. with the balconies sold 
out 

San Carlo Opera Co 
15. followed by Katharine Cornell in 
“Lover's and Friends.” Then “Let's 
Face It.’ with the Agathie Christie 
mystery thriller, “Ten Little In- 
dians.” booked for the week of 
June 5. 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 


Theatre Guild-American Theatre | 
Society will refund to subscribers 
here this season instead of adding 
ul ed money to customers’ orders 


Guild prom- 
delivered 


for the following yeai 
ised five shows and only 


Previous experience of complicat- 
ed bookkeeping and a flock of beefs 


led to the decision. 
Subscriptions are now open for 
1944-45, with Guild promising 


“Jacobowsky.” “Othello,” “Cherry 
Orchard,” “Oklahoma” and one yet 
to be picked. 
list in some time looked for because 
of the “Oklahoma” lure. 


Kibbée’s 8G, Buff 

Buffalo, May 9. 
Guy Kibbe’s “Old Soak,” at the 
‘la last week at $2.40 top, 
worked up highly respectable $8,000. 

Lee Nugent, daughter of Elliott 
and a student at Wellesley College, 
Will ingenue for the Cambridge 
Mass., summer stock company whieh 
tees off June 5. 


rlanoar 


arrives May | 


Biggest subscription | 


neapolis, Minn. (16-18); Parkway, 


a | Madison, Wis. (19-20). 
chestra beyond the reach of govern- | ; ; 
| Philadelphia, Pa. 


“Lovers Friends”’—Forrest, 
| “Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Royal 
| Alexandra, Toronto, Can. 
| “Life With Father”’—Geary, 
Francisco, Cal 
| “Career Angel”— Wilbur, 
| Mass. 
| “Same Time Next Week"—Plym- 
outh, Boston, Mass. 

“Dream With Music”—Shubert, 
Boston, Mass. 

“Three’s a Family”—Colonial, Bos- 


San 


Boston, 


| 


We, Mass. 
| “Corn Is Green”—Ford’s, Balti- 
more, Md. 

“Abie’s Irish Rose”—Hartman, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio (15-17); Erlanger, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. (18-20) 

“Tomorrow the World’—lIowa, Ce- 
dar Rapids. Iowa (15); Orpheum, 
Davenport. Iowa (16); Omaha, Oma- 
ha. Neb. (17): Music Hall, Kansas 
Citv, Mo. (18-20) 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)—Par- 
amount, Idaho Falls Idaho 15); 


Chief, Pocatello, Idaho (16); Pinney, 
Boise, Idaho (17); Orpheum, Ogden, 
j Utah (19). 

San Carlo Opera Co.—National, 
| Washington. D. C. 
“Good Night 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

“Janie”’—Mosque, Newark, N. J. 


Ladies’’—Hanna, 


| ing—no profits to split, no big sal- 


| 
| 


son last night at the Philharmonic | Company tagged along. 


| Time Next Week,” at the Plymouth. 


‘Kiss’ 166, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 8. 
Eight performances of “Kiss and 
Tell” in the Music Hall of the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium here last week 
grossed about $16,000. The house was 


scaled at a $3 top for six night 
shows, and at a $2.50 top for two 
matinees. 

Legit season will close with six 
erformances May 25-29 of “Sons O° 
un” in the Music Hall. 


Lovers’ Strong 
206 in Boston 


Boston, May 9. 

A general sag in all legit stands 
became evident this week as hot 
weather set in. There were no open- 
ers, however, and the dropoff on re- 
maining stands figured normal. “Lov- 
ers and Friends” made best show- 
Ing at the Plymouth, “Connecticut 
Yankee” next considering its three- 
week stand, while “Dream With 
Music” and Gilbert and Sullivan 


Three openers this week. “Same 
and “3 Is a Family” at the Colonial 
as of Mon. (8), and “Career Angel” 
opens at the Wilbur on Friday (12). 
“Stovepipe Hat” opens at the Shu- 
bert on May 22: “Corn Is Green” re- 
turns to the Wilbur, and “Tobacco 
| Road” comes to the Plymouth same 
night (7th visit). “For Keeps” fol- 
lows at the Plymouth on May 29. 
Estimates for Last Week 


“Connecticut Yankee,” Colonial (1.- 


500: $3). Third week on its own 
(after Guild-Theatre Society fort- 
night); estimated $17,000, okay. 


Moved out Sat. for Detroit. 


“Dream With Music,” Shubert (1.- 
500: $4). Dipped to” $20,000, esii= 
mated, on third week; one more to 
go after current week. 


Gilbert and Sullivan Co., Opera 
House (3,000; $3). Big drop on sec- 
ond week to $10,000 after moderate 
$16.000 first week. 


“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth 
(1,474; $3). Underestimated first 
week gross $19,000. 


Climbed the second week to $20,000. 


JANIE’ FAIR $8,000 
IN WEEK AT BALTO 


Baltimore, May 9. 

“Janie” at Ford’s last week drew 
a fairish response figured at $8,000. 
In currently is Lou Walter’s produc- 
tion of Jay C. Flippen’s vaude revue, 
“Slap-Happy.” 

Legit calendar remains full with 
bookings spotted through entire 
month of May, a record in these 
parts. Set for next week is a third 
date for Ethel Barrymore in “The 
Corn Is Green.” 


N.Y. C. Center 


Continued from page 1 joo 


| 

missions) for receipts of $371,730.18. | 
Two opera weeks ending Saturday | 
(13) are estimated as having gotten | 
$48,000 more. | 
Morris stresses fact that the Center | 
operates in the black, being some} 
15,000 to the good. Its capital fund | 
of $75,000 is intact. Careful budget- | 


aries, no stockholders to pay off—ex- 


plains it. 


The city-owned building (formerly 
calléd Mecca Temple) was leased to 
the Ceiter for $28,000 a year, the} 
equivalent of taxes. Morris raised a | 
$75,000 guarantee fund from private | 
sources, from Marshall Field, Edmond | 


| A. Guggenheifm, Ruth Pratt, John D. | 


Rockefeller, Jr., ClO, AFL, the mu- | 


sicians’ local and others, a $5,000) 
limit being set “so no one could dom- | 
inate.’ At season’s start, Center| 
dipped into fund for $16,000 expenses | 
but this has been repaid. 


Morris thinks Center made a mis- 


|take booking ballet and opera at 
same time Broadway houses did, al- 
though denying any competitive lo 


to either, pointing out that a city of 
7,000,000 can handle two opera and 
ballet companies, as was proved. He 
found that intimate plays or draw- 
ing room dramas like “Susan and 
God” aren't suited to Center. Plays 
or spectacles of larger scope are, 


however. 

Next year’s plans include a month 
of Shakespeare repertory; concerts 
twice a week all season by Leopold 


| Stokowski’s new civic symphony; op- | 


“Slap Happy”—Nixon, Pittsburgh. | 


Pa. 
| “Tebacco Road”—Lyric, Bridge- 
{port. Conn. (15-16); New Park, 


| Woonsocket, R. I. 
| Greenfield, Mass. (20). 


(17-18); Victoria, | 
| with 


“The Stove Pipe Hat’---Shubert. | 


New Haven, Conn. (18-20): 
Herman Yabokoff (Jewish Com- 
pany )—Walnut, Philadelphia, Pa. 


| youth and children. 


era and ballet. and dramas. Center | 
wants its own drama department; 
eventually. It wants to do more in} 
the production line, with less boox- | 
ings outside. It wants to do plays 
social meaning. It wants to} 
stage plays as well as concerts for| 

Center begins a summer season of | 
operettas Monday (15). 


| week) 
| long-run’ shows. 
| week 


|in no way 


Warm Weather Hits Bway Grosses: 


Pick-Up Neat $7,000, Looks Like 
Hit in Ist 5 Times, ‘Girls’ $39,000 


First warm weather last week ac- | Slipped 


counted for declines in most Broad- 
way grosses. There were four depar- 
tures. Standouts were protected by 


advance sales. There appears to have | 
been a general downward trend for | 


the past four weeks. 

“Pick-Up Girl,” last week's solo 
premiere, drew divided opinion but 
business picked up_ promisingly. 
“Allah Be Praised” and two other 
recent entries closed swiftly 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“A Highland Fling.” Plymouth 
(Ist week) (C-1.075; $3.60). Chances 
not so good: first tull week's takings 
under $7,000; unless attendance perks 
up, doubtful after another week; 

“Allah Be Praised,” Adelphi. Taken 
off Saturday (7) after playing less 
than three weeks; costly musical flop. 

“Angel Street,’ Golden (126th 
week) (D-789; $3.60). Off like all run 
shows last week, when the pace was 
slightly over $8,000: makes money at 
that level. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
(174th week) (CD-1.094; $3.60). 
other long-stayer that slipped last 
week, when gross approximated $9,- 
000: will try another summer, how- 
ever. 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (23d 
week) (CD-1,900; $4.80). Slipped 
markedly last week, when gross was 
estimated at around $27,500: colored- 


| cast musical still profitable, however. 


“Chicken Every Sunday,” Milier 
(Sth week} (C-349:. $3.6 
around $11,000: chances for sum- 
mer continuance not yet definite. 

“Decisien,” Ambassador (14th 
week) (D-1.105; $3.60). Rated around 
$9,000; should be satisfactory for one 
setter. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (M-1,- 
160; $4.80). Final and 48th week: 
slumped to around $14,000; “Slap 
Happy,” vaude revue, to follow soon. 

“Follow the Girls,’ Century (4th 
week) (M-1,713; $4.80). An excep- 
tion to the rule last week, when busi- 
ness rated over $39,000; looks set for 
run; moves to Majestic soon. 

“Helen Goes to Troy,” Alvin (2d 
week) (O-1,357: $4.80). 


inee somewhat off but gross of $29.- 
000 not much under capacity. 


-Bropped- 


to around $10,000; about 
lowest mark for long-run drama. 
“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth 
(40th week) (D-712; $3.60). Business 
varies only slightly; although not 
selling out all times, excellent gross 
of $14,000 last week. 
Longacre (52d 


“3 Is a Family,” 
Has entered 


week) (C-1,108; $3.60). 
second year; laugh show stood up 


| fairly well, being quoted at around 


$9.000. 

“Wallflower,” Cort (16th week) 
(D-1.064; $3.60). Dipped under $9,- 
000, bettering even break and aimed 
into summer. 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Street 
(25th week) (D-1,409: $4.80). An- 
other week and then to Coast for pic- 
ture version; last week quoted 
around $35,000. 


“Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (57th 
week) (R-1,327; $4.80). One of the 


musicals that dived last week, when 
gross was estimated around $27,500. 
REVIVAL 

“Othello.” Shubert 
(D-1,325:; $3.60). 


(29th week) 
Somewhat affected 


| but bettered $20,000, great for heavy 


} 
| 


| drama; will play into late July. 
Hudson | 


An- | 


‘CORN’ HOT $15,800 
IN PHILLY RETURN 


Philadelphia, May 9. 
Best biz last week, and very good 
for a return engagement, was the 
$15.800 taken in by Ethel Barrymore 
in “The Corn Is Green” in its sec- 
-o7d--and final week at the Locust. 
That marked a nice gain over first 


| week, 


Selling out | 
nightly since opening; midweek mat- | 


“Hickory Stick,” Mansfield (D-1.- | 
001; $3.60). Presented by Marjorie 


Ewing and Marie Louise Elkins: 
written by Frederick Stephani and 
Murray Bennett: 


doubtful press. 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,’ 
Beck (8th week) (CD-1.214; $3.60). 


One of the spring standouts looks | 


set for long engagement; selling out 
all performances: $21,000. 
“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore 
(C-920; $3.60). 
was 
when takings 


(59th 

Like other 
affected last 
weie around 
$11,000. 

“Life With Father,” Empire (235th 
week) (C-929: $3.60). Run leader 
dipped to quoted $11,700, substantial 
in this instance. 

“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Garden 
(14th week) (M-1.423: $6). Claimed 
to have held its pace. with quoted 
gross again around $45.500. 

“Oklahoma,” Si James (57th 
week) (M-1,520; $4.80). Cleanup hit 
affected by offish going 
last week. with the gross clicking 
around $30,500, capacity. 

“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street 
(3lst week) (M-1,347; $4.80). Some 
tickets returned to boxoffice by 
agencies but were sold directly: over 
$34,000 quoted. 

“Only the Heart,” Bijou’ (5th 
week) (C-608: $3.60). Lowest grosser 
on list; had dipped under $2.000 and 
claimed a better figure last week 
even though other shows slipped: 
costs little to operate. 


opened Monday; 


Somewhat less successful on its 
return, but plenty profitable, was 
“Blithe Spirit,” a sellout at the Wal- 
nut last fall, which didn’t quite tip 
the $14,000 mark in the first of two 
weeks’ return at the same house. The 
Yiddish Art Theatre’s production of 
“Family Carnovsky,”’ with Maurice 
Schwartz as star, came back to town 
too soon after previous appearance, 
It was a sellout when it left the Wal- 
nut after one week’s stay in March, 
but could get only $8,000 at the For- 
rest last week; however, that was on 
the right side of the ledger. 

“Porgy and Bess” stayed a week 
too long in its return visit here. In 
three weeks, this frequent visitor 
would have turned in a nice profit at 
the indie-Erlanger; in two wegks, it 
would probably have been a riot. 
Gershwin musical dropped under 
$15,000 in its fourth stanza, and that 
meant a dip into the red. 


‘Ladies’ Strong $17,500 


In 2d Week, Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, May 9. 


“Good Night, Ladies,” finished 


' very strong at Nixon, getting around 
' $17,500 in second and final week to 


top opening stanza’s take by nearly 
two grand. Laugh show kept build- 
ing steadily, and proof of its staying 
powers was in the fact that for the 
windup it had some midsummer 


, weather to contend with in a house 


; Was 


“Over 21,” Music Box (18th week ) | 


(C-1,001: $3.60). Went off like most 
others: gros approximated $15,000 
low for engagement so far, but very 
profitable 

“Pick-Up Girl,” 48th Street (D-908 
$3.60) Drew mixed 


notice but 
promising busing old out Satu 
day and Dig or Sunday patronage 
mostly at boxoffice quoted ove! 
$7,000 for first five time 


“Ramshackle Inn.” Rovale (18th 


week) (CD-996: $3.60). Rated around 
$11,000 last week and aimed into 
summer. 

“Sheppey,” Playhouse. Yanked 
Saturday, after a little less than 


three weeks were played. 

“The Doughgirls,’” Lyceum (7lst 
week) (C-997: $3.60). Eased off to 
around $14,000, profitable. 

“The Searching Wind,” Fulton (4th 
week) ‘D-948: $4.20) 
for tickets; new drama rated in sock 
class, around $26,000 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Mo- 
rosco (22d week) (D-995; $4.20). Ad- 
vance sale so strong thet varyin’ 
conditions do not nick the gross, 
which keeps around $22,000. 

“Tomeorrew the World,” 
more (56th week) (D-995; 


Barry- 
$3.60) 


High demand, 


that's not air-conditioned. Feeling 
that “Ladies” could have even 
stuck around considerably longer to 
good trade. 

At final matinee performance Sat- 
urday (6), Benny Baker went on in 
place of Stuart Erwin, whom he per- 
manently replaced in the cast last 
night (Monday) in Cleveland. Nixon 
currently has “The Old Soak,’ with 
Guy Kibdbee, and then gets “Slap 
Happy” and return, third time in a 
year, of “Abie’s Irish Rose.” 


Met, Cleve., Shutters 
After Poor Legit Biz 


Cleveland, May 9 
After two weeks of poor biz with 
Unexpected Honeymoon,” Chicago 


farce slated to be the first of series 
of $1.85-top attractions, the Metro- 
ittered Saturday (6). 

House will be dark’ about a fort- 
Whether or 


nows 


politan 
ht for redecorating 
not it ill reoven with stage 
being debated DY disappoint- 
ed backers of the short-lived 
ture Maid of Ozarks” tenta- 
to follow “Honeymoon.” 
Originally one of Cleveland’s 
leading legit stands, Metropolitan 
has been a grind fiimery for the 
last 10 years. 


LEGIT FOR QUEENSBORO 


Queensboro theatre, Ozone Park, 
L. I.. will be added to the Leven- 
thal-Brandt circuit next week, tee- 


ven- 


tively set 


ing off Tuesday (16) with “Junior 
Miss.” 
House usually operates with pic 


policy, the legit switch for summer 
only. 
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. 
!the Edison Co. Later Greening man-| place it was patronized almost ex- scats his way through a few songs 
aged houses in Canada, and in At- clusively by performers, writers and keeps stage bristiin 
lanta and St. Paul before returning | opera singers, The larger and newer |“ ‘Dolly. ‘Hell. strik pe ality, 
‘ait atir 936 1e spot catered to same trade. statuesque 
QO B | ~ to Detroit. He retired in 1936. One | sp t cate | dancer, is on early and over nicely 
of two surviving children is R. E. | _|with flashy acrobatic tricks 
Lee Greening, for years assistant; Thomas Earl Clawson, 78, father ‘ecuted without loss of grace or . 
manager in father’s business |of Ralph J. Clawson, manager Wal-| Viera probably got lost in the | ans. 
Ws and pop-priced touring legits prior i lace Bros. Circus, and outdoor show | portation shuffle and was not on 
Wilkie Bard, 70. English come- | to making burlesque his regular pro- JOHN H. SUGDEN lexecutive, died May 1 in Los An- poy aE show caught, ”. showed 
le niernation: »pute, died in) fession. mmulating of s | geles. C; ad at > » up later. ‘ohei 
i¢den, England. May more famous namesake, Joe as t agel Circus. idow re Bere 
had | Fi and composer, died May 5 at Coast with the Pag RKO Boston 
whi i seen & iis ‘ber & ‘Ids », to vas an! Q ars survive. 
lelds) he, too, was an Guard Training Station hospital, St,| daughters and another son survive 
comedian in London music halls.’ accomplished German dialect come- | Augustine. Fla a P Boston, May 5 
was brought to America in 1913 by dian who headed his own wheel } Otis Hoyt, former builder and Les Brown Orch (16>; Virginia 
the late Willie Hammerstein for two) shows and later was principal comic Born in Providence, R. I., Sugden operator of film houses, died May 5 Weidler, Carlton Emmy Dogs, Ray 
-eeks at the then famous Hammer- wit} se Svdell’s | Was leading trumpeter in  Sousa’s | . | English, ers; “Life. 
weeks at is T with Rose Sydell’s London Be les, Long Beach, Calif. He entered | boat” (20th). 
sicin’s Victoria theatre, N. Y. It was Billy Watson's “Beef Trust.” “High | 2@%@ at one time, ot “0. high 'show business there in 1915 and! 
at Bard’s ec ‘act called -ector usie for Akron, O., high} 
reported that Bard's contract called Rollers” and numerous other wheel built two theatres, now known as Les Brown's band, fairly new 
for $4,000 weekly, an unheard of shows schools for 18 years tecently com- H sold rly new 
: ; - posed “March of Spars,” officially the Roxy and Strand, oyt sold | here, turns out a bright band stint 
for that era. Bard's gags and songs His last engagement was some dt + houses in 2608. background 
failed to jell with the smart mob) years back when he headed stock oranely s — |}achieves most of the kudos. Carl. 
here. and, consequently, he flopped.) burlesque at the Olympic theatre. assinaieaiaad | ow.S. Hart, 55, father of Lt. Rob- ton oye Purps and Ray English 
Bard came over aan in 1919 to N. Y.. for Dave Kraus. Latter house LILLY ALLYN | ert Sterling and former pro baseball | a) tr yg, arn = —_, 
headline bill at the Palace. N. Y..) was the renovated Tony Pastor's Mu- Elizabeth A. T: 78. k y player, died May 7 in Hollywood | : et and jive in nice 
then vaude’s Broadway flagship, only Jizabeth A, Tatu, 18, Known on | proportions. Starts out with 
fe Hall. stage as “Lilly Allyn,” died May 5) after a visit from son and daughter- | Special,” makes big click with swell 
to po —" at the Mrst pe er eens Funeral arrangements were under |in Philadelphia. Miss Tatu went on | in-law, Ann Sothern. Survived by | arrangement of “Bizet Has His Dav” 
auspices of Actors’ Fund, | stage at five, with Mrs. John Drew, Widow, two daughters, and son, and scores again with “Holiday for 
the bill rhe | grandmother of the Barrymores. For | Strings. Brown fronts band 
50 discouraged he wanted to cancel WILLIAM J. WEILAND | vaude- James Spenser-Kelly, 75. former capably, taking couple ot clarinet 


to Eng- | 
Monday 


his 10-weeks tour to return 
land. Sime had caught the 
showing. He was convinced that 
Bard had the stuff but needed re- | 
routining and encouragement. Sime 
talked things over with the comic! 
and taking the “Variety” founder- 
publisher's advice Bard returned to 
the Palace bill the following week. | 
His success was sufficient to war- 
rant comedian to complete his Amer- | 
ican tour. 

Joshua 
“Variety’s” 
the -N. Y. 
Bard under 
signed Jolo, 
unfortunate 


now in charge of | 
‘office, was on 
and reviewed | 
His review 
“After an 


Lowe, 
London 
staff then 
New Acts. 
read in part: 
debut, Wilkie Bard, 
England’s premier character singer, | 
is now in his stride and working ; 
smoothly and most effectively and 
acceptably to New York audiences. | 

. Now that he is “onto” our ways, | 
Bard can come here often and be | 
sure of a hearty welcome. It is to 
be hoped he. will.” 

The comedian came over again in | 
1923. He was spotted at the Palace | 
for two weeks and was a _ sensa- | 
tional hit. Jack Conway (Con) in| 
reviewing act at the time stated: | 
*Bard’s reception vindicated’ the 
booking and choice of act. The 
experience he gleaned upon his last 


Pies! : ‘ , Survived by his widow, two sons, 
visit has made him sure of himself ‘ Tie 
one in service, and a daughter. 
before an American audience and he ’ 
reflects in his work. His turn ran | har 
for 37 minutes of almost continuous | JAMES CUNLIFFE 
laughter. He’s a natural anvwhere| James Cunliffe, 78, veteran fire- | 
for American audiences.” works display man, died in Chicago, | 
After an American tour, Bard re- | April 27. Had been in retirement 
turned to London, where he again! two years, Cunliffe was recognized 
was an outstanding feature in the jas dean of fireworks men in U.S. He 
music halls of the continent. He also| came from England 60 years ago 
appeared in musicals of George Ed-; with Henry J. Pain, who was pi- 
wardes and others. Lately he had) oneer of the fireworks display busi- 
been in retirement. | ness in America, and was connected | 
{with that organization for years. 
CARL ENGEL Since 1914, Cunliffe was an officer 
jand director of the Thearle-Duffield 
Carl Engel, 60, president of G. Fireworks Corp. of Chicago, until 
Schirmer. Inc., music publishers, and | lhis retirement two years ago. He 
former chief of music nag ge of | created such spectacles as “The Last 
Library of Congress, died May 6 in Days of Pompeii.” 
N. Y. of heart pony wna Active in| Survived by widow and a sister. 
U. S. musie circles for years. Engel | eee 
Was a composer of music and author : 
of books musical topies as well as CORNELIUS M. SAVILLE 
music publisher. He had been editor | Cornelius M. Saville, D1, former 
of “Musical Quarterly” since 1929. | tightwire performer, died May 7 in 
Engel was educated at the Univer- | Cumberland, Md. a 
sities of Munich and Strassbourg,| Born in Cumberland, Saville | 
where he studied musical composi- | Started in show business at the ase of 
tion with Ludwig Thuille. Coming ,° @ buck-and-wing dancer, At 7, he 
to U. S. in 1905. he joined the Boston | became a tightwire walker with the 
Music Co. as editor and musical ad-| Wallace Circus, teaming with John 
viser four vears late. Named chief | Carlos. For 16 years he was a mem- 
of music division in Library of Con- ber of the Milnott troupe, featured 
gress in 1921, he is credited with the | by Ringling Bros. circus. Later he 
purchase of many of its rarest items, | Played for 10 years in the west on 
Included in his musical composi- | Pamtages and other circuits; also in 
tions are “Triptych” for violin and N. Y. on the Keith-Albee circuit. 
piano and “Trois Epigrammes,” and Survived by widow. 
numerous settings for poems of Amy ee 
Lowell His books include “Dis- ISAAC C. MISHLER 
cords Mingled” and “Alla Breve, Isaac C. Mishler, 82. who gained a 
from Bach to Debussy.’ sizable fortune in theatre operation 
Engel formerly was president of | and ownership in Pennsylvania, died 
American Musicology Society. a fel-| in Altoona, Pa., May 8 
low of the American Academy of Mishler began his career as theatre 
Arts and Sciences. a member of the! operator and owner in 1893, carrying 
Musical Assn. of London. Harvard); on a real estate business on the side. 
Musical Assn. and Societe Francaise | In on ground floor of theatre opera¢ 
de Musicologie He received the! tions in Altoona and vicinity. "| 
Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge medal for Veteran agents and managers 
services to chamber music in 1935,! whose activities hark back to one- 
and was a Chevalier of Legion of | night stand era at turn of the cen- 
Honor of France. |! tury claim Mishler was a stickler for 
Survived by a daughter and two|clean shows. If an attraction em- 
sisters. bodied a semblance of naughtiness 
were not in good taste he would 
JOHNNY WEBER | refuse bookings at his theatres. At 
John Weber, 78, veteran burlesque that time he operated the Mishler 
comedian, died- in N. Y¥.. May 2, theatre in Altoona and Cambria in 


Weber spent the greater part of his | 
Stage career burlesque. both 
wheelshows and stock. and since re- 


tirement had been stage doorman at 


the Apollo. N. Y.. when house had | 


stock burlesque and since it went | 
pix. 

He made his first stage appearance 
Bowery 
Subseauently 
stock 


in vaude at Miner's thea- | 
tre, N. Y.. in 1888. 


Weber diverted to dramatic 


had assisted 


| brother, 


| gether 


William J. Weiland, 55, veteran 
Pittsburgh exhibitor who first en- 
tered the business in 1914. died last | 
week in that citv. He had worked 
until the day before his death at the 
Rialto, in Mt. Lebanon, which he | 
in supervising for the 
Ri-Knox, Inc. 

Thirty years ago. Weiland and his 
Al Weiland, also a promi- 
Pittsburgh exhib, started to- | 
by opening the Weiland Film 


nent 


years she played light opera, 
ville and drama. 

Before retirement, 
ago, Miss Tatu 
tures in N. Y. 

RAY LISSNER 

Ray Lissner, 41, assistant director 
for nearly 20 years, died April 28 at 
Motion Picture Country Home, Hol- 
ly wood. 

He started with International Film 


about 20 vears 
made several pic- 


In Fond Remembrance 


W. 


STEIN 


May 14, 1943 


Pittsburgh. 
for 


Later they gave 
exhibition. 


Co, in 
up distribution 


Johnstown. Both played legit attrac- 
tions for years until forced to change 
to vaude and films. 

His widow survives. 


AUGUSTUS GREENING 


Augustus S. Greening, 70, pioneer 
‘theatre manager in Michigan. died 


April 29 in Detroit. He was one of 


| the first exhibitors in Michigan when 
a concession from | 


he started under 


| Hollywood 
| Cosmopolitan, 
| retiring 


rider 


husband, 


N. Y. and later 

where he worked for 
Fox Films and others, 
several years 
of bad health. 


Service in 


MRS, ADELE GRUBER 
Mrs. Adele Gruber, 69, for years a 
circus performer, died May 5 at her 
home in Muskegon, Mich. 
six she became a_ bareback 
in her father’s circus in Italy. 
| She and her husband, Max Gruber, 


lan elephant trainer, who died in 
| 1939, established their own show} 
| after coming to U. S. in 1905. 


MAURICE N. KONINSKY 
Maurice N. Koninsky, 
cian for 20 years, died in Troy, 
May 4. He had directed 
500 musical shows in Troy area. 


N.Y., 


For 


|at WHAZ,,. Troy. 


| Koninsky played on WTRY, Troy, 


and WGY, Schenectady. Survived 
OY a sister. 
CLARK D. BROWN 
Clark D. Brown, 66, associated 


with M. A. Shea circuit in Ashtabula, 
O., in operation of chain’s theatres 
there, died there May 6. Dating back 
to early vaudeville days, he was for 
years booker of Canadian theatres 
for Keith circuit. ; 
Survived by his 
daughters. 


widow 


ALAN B. MOODY 

Alan B. Moody, 44. Blaywright and 
novelist, died May 3 in Santa Monica, 
|Calif. Was active in Little Theatre | 
movement. and once was president 
of Santa Monica Community Thea- 
tre Guild 

His recently 
“Sleep In the Sun,” 
posthumously. 


completed novel, 


BURTON KING 
King, ploneer director 
died May 4 in Los 
a long illness. King 
many early silent 
for Metro. Pathe and other 
panies, finally branching out as pro- 
ducer-director of independent prod- 
uct, 
Survived 


Burt 
producer, 
geles after 
director of 


and 
An- 
was 
filup.s 


on 


by widow, 


STUART BALLANTINE 
46, well-known 
in Morristown, 


| Stuart Ballantine, 

| radio engineer, died 

N. J.. May 7. 
Details in radio section. 


Mrs. Luisa Leone, owner of Le- | 
| one’s restaurant in the Times Square, 
Y.. area, died May 4 in Bridge- , 
| port. Conn. with her late 
Gerome, started restaurant 
in 1906. Though a small 


business 


opera singer and once leading man |} 
'for Lillian Russell, died May 4 in 


i Santa Monica, Calif. 


He was vocal 


| teacher after retiring from opera. 


| 


Erwin Lee Finley, 61, 
leader in Cambridge,, O., 
years, died in Wheeling, 
May 4. Survived by widow, 
and his mother. 


orchestra 
for many 
W. Va., 
a son, 


Kaiser Rokicki, 50, operator of Ka-. 
See's night club, largest entertain- 
ment spot in Toledo, O., died April 
29. Leaves widow, three sons and 
two daughters. 


Rose Nedell, 


Mrs. 66, former east- 
ern stock actress and mother of 
Bernard Nedell, died May 5 in Hol- 


lywood, 


Max Goldberg, father of Herman 
Goldberg, Warner Bros sales dept. 
traveling representative, died May 2 


in Chicago. 


nix, Ariz. 


moved to |} 


ago because | 


| 


radio musi- | 
more than! 


|20 years he conducted own orchestra 


| up 
| crous 


W. 
man for 


Dawn, 50, Metro make-up 
years, died May 2 in Phoe- 
He was a brother of Jack 


Dawn, Metro’s make-up chief, 
Mrs. Virginia E. Williams, wife of 
Charles Williams, writer-actor, died 


May 3 in North Hollywood. 


Newport, Ky., 


Snot Drops Shows 
Cincinnati, May 9 


First of Greater Cincy’s niteries to | 


drop floor shows since the Fed 30° 
amusement tax became effective is 
the Glenn Rendezvous, Newport, one 
of four such spots in Kentucky, 
across the Ohio river. Peter Schmidt. 
operator of the place, discarded the 
cabaret angle Friday (5), but is con- 
tinuing dancing with Beb Brandon’s 
orch current, 


House Reviews 


mum Continued from page 18 


Earle, Philly 
and pleasing voice click. 
“Mother Machree,” 
and also goes over 
cluding “Oklahoma” 
Heart Tells Me” 
Sue.” 

Rochelle & Beebe, 
the audience with subile, 
satire ballroom 
teams. Act is definitely big time. 

Jean Carroll, now doing a single, 
is also amusing in a monologue a la 
Milton Berle. Gal knows timing. 


He uses 
“Donegal,” etc., 
with pops, in- 
medley “My 
and “Goodbye, 


opening, warm 


dance 


|; Couple comic parodies on pop songs 


cent, 


and other 


will be published | 


com- 


| sparkle, 


| >] Vv 
and two | help nicely. 


Mal Hallett’s 
lack spark. Gal vocalist, Dorie Vin- 
helps slow things. too, 
“Embraceable You,” “Ill Get 
ballads.” Slows her 
Don Scott, 
is plenty 
beating. 
about three-fourths filled 
caught (Friday afternoon). 


Shal. 


orchestra 


By” 
por- 
j tion to a walk. 
drummer, 
solo skin 

House 
when 


groovey in his 


Stanley. Pitt 
Pittsburgh, 

Lawrence Welk: Orch 
(Scat) Daris, Manuel 
Bell, Jayne Walton. 
“Knickervocker 


May 5. 
(13), 
nie 
Dolly 
Beers; 
UA). 


Viera, 
Bobby 


“Champagne Music” fits Lawrence 
Welk’s style accurately. It 
silky smo@thness and leaves 
a pleasant taste in the month. 


Band’s work is consistently high 
grade and Welk himself gives his 
accordion an exacting workout. He 


hight restrain his m.c. and maestro 
;ebullience just a little, however, 


| Jayne Walton's a fine singer 


and a 
youngster, Bobby Beers, who doesn’t 
look more than 16 should bolster the 
vocal department further once 
rough edges are polished off. 

Doing a single (he’s always played 
Stanley in past with his own band) 
Johnnie Davis, who's also on the 


screen in “Knickerbocker Holiday” 
(UA), clocks a solid hit for him- 
.self. Toots a couple trumpet solos, 


Hallett’s | 


solos to go over big. 
Vocalists Gordon Drake and Doris 


Day give good accounting, too, 
former doing sentimental tunes, 
latter jump numbers. Both okay, 


Virginia Weidler gets a good hand 
on walk-on, and goes into inevitable 
“I'm a Big Girl Now” routine ef. 
fected by all visiting starlets. Sings 
a couple songs for okay reception, 
and is given a warm hand. Should 
have a much better personal appear- 
ance routine, but then, only one 
|; Hollywood personal appearancer in 


20 has an acceptable act. 


Specialties by Carlton Emmy and 
his dozen dogs, and by Ray English 
with his gags, imitations and falls, 
really go big. Show finishes with 
comedy songs by Butch Stone of the 
band, assisted in comedy dance 
windup by Clyde Brown. Biz way 
off at Opener. Elie, 


MARRIAGES 
Carol Bowers to Lieut. 
Farwell, Grand Island, 
26. Bride is assistant 
Parks, Chicago radio 
agent; groom is owner 
of Musico. 
Jean Gillie to Lt. Jack Bernard, 
USAF, London, May 5. Bride is 
British stage and screen actress cur- 


John H, 
Neb., March 
to Jimmy 
producer- 
and creator 


rently appearing in London in 
“Something in the Air”; groom is 
son of Joseph Bernard, veepee of 
Warners and also producer for Uni- 
versal before entering service. 
Eunice Hollingsworth to John 
Jenkins in Dallas, recently. He is 
co-owner of Astor Pictures here, 


film distributors. 
Jean Alexander 
Pittsburgh, May 4. 


to Mare Ballero, 
Groom is former 


mimic, now in Coast Guard's “Tars 
and Spars” revue. 

Ellen Leeds Squires to John J, 
Wildberg, April 17 in New York, 
Groom is an attorney, interested in 
“One Touch of Venus” (46th Street) 
and “Porgy and Bess” on tour. 

Angela Wandor to W. J. Lovee 
man, Woodside, L. I., May 20. Groom 
is associate art director of Geyer, 
Cornell & Newell agency. 

Irmgard Erik to Phil Baker, Bev- 


| 


ludi- | 


seems to} 


with | 


John- | 


erly Hills, May 8. Bride is dancer; 
groom radio comedian-accordionist. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Myles Connolly, 
daughter, Santa Monica, May 2. 
Father is a screen writer at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Morgan, son, 
Hollywood, May 1. Father is screen 
actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Happy Felton, daugh- 
ter, New York, May 1. Father is 
the .vatide comedian: mother Is 
former VI Bradley, entertaine: 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Brown, son, 
| Pittsburgh, April 29. Father is with 
United Artists in Pitt 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Murcott, daugh- 
ter, Los Angeles, May 4. Father !s 
“Daily Variety” music reporter. 

Mr. .and Mrs. Ruben Calderon, 
daughter, Hollywood, May 3. Father 
is Southern California distributor for 
Azteca Films of Mexico. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Kelly Smith. son, 
Chicago, April 28. Father is WBBM 
sales manager and general manager 
of Radio Sales, Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo C. Hajisch. daugh- 


Holiday” 


has | 


ter, in Hollywood. May 5. Mother 1s 
Freda Marie Uhl of stage and screen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jackie Westrope 
daughter, Los Angeles, May 8. Fath- 
er is a jockey; mother is Nan Grey, 
radio-screen actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McLagien, 
daughter, Los Angeles, May 8. 
Child’s grandfather is Victor McLag- 
len, screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred S. Keller, 
daughter, Los Angeles, May 3. 
Father is a cameraman. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Worthington 
Yates. daughter, Los Angeles, May 
8. Father is RKO screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Boles. daugh- 
ter, May 8, N. Y. Father radio 
actor: mother is Athema Lorde, ra- 
dio comedienne, 


Is 


| 
| 
| | — | 
| 
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CHATTER 39 


Broadway . 


Dora Sayers replaced Irene Worth 
in “Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth. 

Jack Robbins back from business 
junket to Chicago and Detroit. 

Guthrie McClintic planning to do 
new play by Jerome Weidman. 
Frank Freyer, of Miller box office, 
ourning wife who died last week. 
Irvin Shapiro, Film Classis sales 
chief, back after long siege with 
pneumonia. 

Richard Haydn returns in August 
to start with Billy Rose’s new “7 
Lively Arts.” 

Kay Jean Crespi, champ show girl, 
replaced Jiggs St. Clair in “Follow 
the Girls,’ Century. 

Gerald Savory, British author- 
actor, last acting in “Sheppey” has 
become an American citizen. 

Marian Spitzer in from Beverly 
Hills to visit ailing mother and hus- 
band, Maj. Harlan Thompson. 

Margaret Webster to be given hon- 
orary degree as doctor of literature 
bv Russell Sage college, Troy. N. Y. 

“Billy Rose sending out copies of 
Ben Hecht’s new book, “A Guide for 
the Bedevilled.” as a must-read gift. 

Agent Tyler Mason to the Coast to- 
day (10) to work out pic deal for 


m 


West and Lexing, two-man comedy | 


act. 
Noel Meadow resigned as president 
and director of the Stanley theatre, 


N. Y., showing first-run Russian pic- | 


tures. 

Carl Erbe Sonny Barkas, w.k. 
in N. Y. and Hollywood niteries, have 
the Fawn Club, Lake Placid, for the 
summer. 

Sophie Tucker, now at Chez Paree, 
Chicago, will do a guest tour of 
army hospitals after her present en- 


gagement. 
Marriage’ license’ obtained by 
Rosalind Karen Madsen, actress- 


singer, and William Ewing Iversen, 
racio director. 

Elmer Rice is writing a play for 
Jed Harris (as yet untitled). based 
on Ira Wolfert’s novel of a year ago, 
“Tucker's People.” 

Phil Stevenson, Playwrights’ Co. 
drumbeater, in Hollywood doing a 
screen treatment on Ernie Pyle’s 
book for Lester Cowan. 

Ring Lardner, conferring 
while east with authors of “Tomor- 
row The Worlc” for screen treat- 
ment he is to do of the play. 

Brock Pemberton in San Francisco 
last week for Stage Door Canteen 
anniversary, presented with illumi- 
nated billfold by the cantoneers. 

Isadora Bennett is agenting and 
Charles Stewart manager of Martha 
Graham's dance outfit, slated for one 
week (current) at the National. 

Doc Rockwell doing lots of writing 
at his Maine retreat, since profes- 
sional retirement, coming back only 
for occasional radio guest shots. 

Ethel Smith will complete more 
of her Hammond organologs for 
Decca in Hollywood, being called 
west by Metro for another picture. 

Abe Lastfogel, USO-Camp Shows 
head, now in Hollywood lining up 
talent for troop entertainment, is 
due back in New York next month. 

At Mackey’s ticket agency “Jacob- 
owsky and the Colonel” is billed on 
the board as featuring “Lippy” Louis 
Calhern, who is a rabid Dodger fan. 

Tom Bodkin received message 
from Irving Berlin, who was in 
Italy, in response to Christmas greet- 
Ings which finally caught up with 
him. 

Lillian Ashton, English 


ecomcaienneé who had 


singing 
been in a 
vaude comeback, suffered fractured 
hip while playing a servicemen’s 
canteen last week. 


Mann School together in 

“Blintzes from Lindy’s” is name of 
new bomber making the England- 
Berlin run. All came about when 
Marcella Hendricks, vaude 


/men stationed at one of the fiving 
fields there. She, too, has a bomber 
named after her, 


Washington © 


June 12, 


| Joan Powell of United Artists met 
| the movie critics at a Hotel Carlton 
luncheon Saturday +6). 

Sidney 
| named regional director for the Fifth 
| War Bond drive in this area. 

Missouri Senators and members of 
the House guests at the Earle preem 
of “Adventures of Mark Twain.” 

Harry Anger, managing director of 
Earle, given annual award of Catho- 
lic University for outstanding work 
in the theatre. 


from Walter Reed hospital to see 
“Missing in Action,” a one-act play 
founded upon his exploits. 


Cohan 


Continued from pagel 


kee Doodle Dandy,’ the Cohan bio- 
graphical film, his es.ate would be 
far under expectations, according to 
a schedule filed for tax purposes. 

Gross amount of the estate is put 
at $712,393, net being $591,475, the 
difference being the amount due on 
federal and state taxes. 

Schedule filed by the legal firm of 
O'Brien, Driscoll & Raftery indicates 
that Cohan’s share in “Yankee 
Doodle” was around $447,000. Of 
that amount he received $125,000 
before the picture was completed, 
around $398,000 being paid after- 
wards, contract calling for him to 
get 10° of the picture’s gross in 
excess of the first $1.500,000 collected 
by Warners. The attorneys contend 
that up to the time of Cohan’s de- 
mise, the film had not grossed that 
much, therefore percentage payments 
to the estate made thereaftér should 
be ruled as capital gain and not in- 
come. Shculd that contention be 
conceded by the Department of In- 


ternal Revenue the figures submitted 
will stand, otherwise the estate will 
be considerably less. 

Cohan’'s participation is based on 
the “Yankee Doodle” approximate 
total profit of $6,226,500 figured dur- 
ing a period of seven years from 
Nov. 30, 42, the date of death, those 
figures being estimated last April 1, 
while the net 
around $4.762.500. Accounting shows 
that 7!2‘~ payable to Capt. Dennis 
F. O'Brien and _ associates, 
O'Brien being Cohan’s closest friend 
and adviser. 

If the attorneys’ argument is ac- 
cepted, 75% of the estate is to be 
held in trust and 25‘. is to be dis- 
tributed. 
realty, $153.000 in stocks and bonds, 
$75.000 in cash and $463,620 earned 
(principally “Yankee”) 
estimated that if 


by pictures 
and plays. It is 


land when “Yankee” is reissued there 


be another $20.009 paid the estate. 


| As shown by the schedule the estate 


Frank Papile. ‘accordionist who 
Piaved for Hildegarde at Persian |} 


Room (Plaza), just back from seven 
months in Africa, where he played 
for Italian war prisoners. 


j Moss Hart will stay away from 
Winged Victory” during its 20th- 


Fox filming, only visiting the Coast 


When it’s ready for cutting. Produc- | 


tion starts in four weeks. 
Army Lieut. I. Robert Broder. the- 


atrical attorney until his induction, | 
has a new job with Special Services | 


In England, checking distribution of 
films for the cinema branch. 

Eddie Bernay’s new h.q. for his 
public relations outfit is another in 
a growing trend to invade the fash- 


ionable east side, taking over town |! 


houses for places of business. 

Re vival of the Separate Check and 
What's New Socieiy, motley lunch- 
eon crew of p.a.’s and drama-sheeters, 
Is set for Friday. with a first spring 
luncheon at the Famous Kitchen. 


Marjorie Gateson, legit and screen | 


actress, headed for Coast over week- 
end to play featured role in “Beauty 
for Sale.’ new Columbia musical 


with Ina Ray Hutton band and Hugh |”’ 


Herbert, 
Russell Collins and Brent Sargent 


Signed for strawhat season with 
Bucks County Playhouse, Philly. 


Season opens June 16 for 11 weeks'| 


at Bellevue-Stratford hotel, 
Richard Skinner directing. 
Eleanor French, night club singer 
‘Stork Club), just returned from 
seven-month tour of South Pacific 
for USO-Camp Shows. For two 
months had own show with six GI's, 
Called “Foot Locker Follies.” 
Robert Schnitzer, manager for 
alter Hampden. Katharine Cornell, 
and others, who is now program di- 
rector for an American Red Cross 
club “somewhere in China,” swapped 
yarns with Keenan Wynn on latter's 
recent tour. The two 


with 


}will pay over $200,000 in taxes re- 


gardless of how the collector rules 
on the lawyers’ contention. 


j 


E. B. Davis | 


Continued from page 1 ——— 4 


'N. Y.. Brock Pemberton being the 
presenter, his brother, Murdock, be- 
ling press agent. It soon became 
iknown that Davis was the actual 


singer, | 
i started sending assorted condiments 
| purchased at the Broadway eatery to 


Willard Roof Players open season | 


Sgt. John Gardner will come down | 


estimated profit is) 


Schedule lists $20,000 in | 


Mexico Cit 

Ben Alexander, N. Y. radio singer, 
j}at Rio Rosa. 
Henryk Szeryng. Polish vionilist, 
to South America on tour. 

Ary Barrosa, composer ef “Brazil,” 
, here from Los Angeles. 
Paul Draper set tor three recitals 
7 Palace of Fine Arts this menth. 
Marian Anderson booked fer con- 
certs early in June at Calace of Fine 
| Arts. 


Jorge Negrete signed by Cimesa 
Films at $40.000 (Mex) per film plus 
40". of gross. 

Celia Montalvan back after 15 
years retirement, heading current 
bill at Teatro Lirico. 

“Flesh and Fantasy” ¢U), in fifth 
| week at Cine Olimpia, longest run of 
any current film here. 

June Marlowe inked for a role in 


Lust, of the Lust chain, | 


lof WB's 


three-month run of McGowan-Mack 
ice revue. 

Tony Covato, doubling between 
Mark Lane’s Villa Madrid orch and 
war job, cutting down cafe work te 
three nites weekly now. 

Pete Martin here bioging Com- 
mando Kelly for Saturday Evening 
Post and Major Richard Carroll in 
gathering data on local hero's life for 
20th-Fox screen play. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 

Frances Woods ana Billy Bray, 

dansapators, h.o. at Club Continental, 
Hotel Jefferson. 

The price scale at the Ambassador 

has been upped for the current run 

“Adventures of 


Twain.” 


the second Mexican pic versien of | 


of Monte Cristo.” 

Gabriel Ruiz and Yernando de la 
, Llave have done a song, “Blus Eyes,” 
, dedicated to a film actress. 

“Argentinita” «Pilar Lopes), Span- 
ish dancer. and her ballet set for six 
| recitals at Palace later this vear. 
| Joan Page. American singer who 
with Marcus show, heading 
revue at the Montparnesse nitery. 

Clasa and Films Mundiales, top 
producers here, installing exchanges 
in Colombia, Chile, Peru and Brazil. 

“Cantinflas” ‘Mario Moreno), stat 
tramp comic. to Havana for two 
weeks on the Blue network at $100,- 
000 (Mex) for chore, and also stage 
work. 

Chela Campos, Mex singer, booked 
for six weeks at La Conga, N. Y.. 
then to Havana for radio appear- 
ances, 

Julio Bracho. ace Mexican direc- 

|tor, makes debut as film producer 
i with “Cantaclaro.” from Venezuelan 
novel. 
Elvira Rios. songstress: Chico de 
| Verdi, Rumanian violinist, and band, 
and Estela Altuzarra, Spanish danc- 
er, at Club Minuit. 

Leopold Stokowski'’s “Music for 
|All of Us” being iransiated into 
Spanish. He's here guest cenduct- 
ing Mexico Symphonie orchestra. 

Lupe Velez invited to appear at 
world preem of her second Mexican- 
made film. a version of Zola’s 
“Nana,” at Palacio Chino, June 2. 

Dorothy Lang, American soprano; 
Conrado Tovar, Mex pianist. and 
Jules Cochard, French orchestra 
leader, stars of new weekly half-hour 
series at Station XEW. 

Los Kikaros, comics ‘inked for 
N. Y.): Aguila Sisters, singers. and 
Roberto Moreli, tenor, featured on 
| Philco’s regular Saturday night pro- 
gram over station XEW. 


| Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Sam Reider. recently operated on, 
in bed again as result of relapse. 

Sally Rand checked into Westwood 
Inn's Showboat Tuesday (9) fer fort- 
night. 

Charlie Robinson doubling as actor 
and director in Lakewood’s stock 
production of “Separate Rooms.” 

Jim Keefe here ahead of “Good 
Night. Ladies.” 
na’s legit semester. No 
stock in sight. 

Dave Lawy. co-owner of Zombie 
Club. and Hilda Sennhenn so quietly 
married that nobody knew of it for 
a fortnight 

William F. McDeYmott. drama critic 
for Cleveland Plain Dealer, back 
from European battlefronts in a war 
correspondent’s uniform. 

Juke-box association handed a tes- 
timonial scroll to Gracie Fields after 
recital. saluting her as the “recording 
arlist who has done the most valu- 
atte work for boys in service.” 

Musicians’ union had Muzak pulled 
out of Southern Tavern after Ed 
Pentecost dropped Henry George's 
band to beat the 30‘) tax. Local 
i claimed proprietor forfeited his right 
to use wired service after dropping 
live music 


owner of the play. which was con- | 


stantly revised. and some months 


lafter the debut Pemberton withdrew 


as the manager. “The Ladder” was 
| written by J. Frank Davis, a news- | 
|paperman not related to the mil- 
| lionaire. but there were no less that 


118 versions during a period of two 
years. 

Play layed off from time to time 
while the various versions were writ- 


iten and rehearsed, salaries continu- 
ng to the players without inter up- 
tion. The mystery of how it con- 
| tinued was cleared up when Davis 
|ouaranteed the theatre an assured 
| profit. It played the Cort longest 
l time, other theatres where it moved 
| including the Lyric, Waldorf (razed) 
land Elliott. Frequently the “Ladder” 
was re-dressed; settings were 
| changed three times. One of Davis’ 
lstunts was backstage visits each 
|Saturday night, when passed 
around $20 gold pieces. 
| Broadway has had . 
none so fabulous as this one- 
believes that 


many angels 
| but 


!show producer. He 


“The Ladder” was ahead of its time, 
for which reason Davis is consider- 


attended | ing putting it on the boards again, 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Johnnv Harris plans to ie ain in 
Hollywood with John, J } mid- 


dle of J ily 


Norman Porter. ex-Playvhouse ac- 
0 et for role in Broadway's com- 
( areel Angel 
Bob Asto forme ad leader 
ho has been In tne ervice, con- 
alescing at Vets lospital, 
Dorothy Byton Girls and Sonia 


Cortis heading new snow at Vogue 
| Terrace with Skip Strahi’s band. 
Woods and Bray return to Nixon 
cafe Monday (15) with the Gloria 
Lee dancers holding over again. 
Variety Club has resumed bi- 
weekly publication of The Barker 
with Donn Wermuth editing sheet. 
John Trent, WCAE announcer, 
playing opposite Helen Wayne Rauh 
in Playhouse’s next show. 
Bill Bea! is Penny 
(Polly Rowles Snyder) new partner 
on WCAE’s Morning Newsreel show. 


“Good 
Baker's 


re-directing Night, 


for Benny 


week 
Ladies” 
into cast. 

Galli Galli and Grace Brodcric 
Room snow, 


tin Terrace 


Stanwix’s | 


Phil Levant and band opened the | 
! 1944 season at the Forest Park High- 


lands. this burg’s major amusement 
perk, Sunday (7). 
The Municipal Theatre Assn. has 


| sold 800.000 ducats for its 26th an- 


| nual 
Forest Park al fresco theatre June 1. } 


| 


| unparalleled war job: the second is | 


John Ward of the Henry W. Kie} 
Auditorium b.o. staff shifting to the 
Forest Park al fresco theatre to be 
business manager for the Municipal 
Theatre Assn. 

The beer, pretzel and hot dog con- 
cert by the St. Louis symph orch at 
the Henry W. Kiel auditorium last 
week attracted a paying mob of 5,- 
500. Robert Stolz waved the baton 

Burglars used the ruins of the 
Wellston theatre, recently destroyed 
by fire. as a screen while they tun- 
neled through a wall of an adjoin- 


'ing jewelry store from which they 


copped merchandise valued at $29.- 
000. uninsured. 


Jobs for 


Continued from pace 1 


employment automatically figure it 
in on their planning. 
mobilize the webs and local sta- 
tions just as is done now through 
the OW]. 

Films are counted on to vroduce 
reemployment shorts similar to presé 
ent war message shorts. The plan- 
ners expect also to use newsreel clips, 
and to urge the preparation of en- 
tertainment features angled to tell 
the reemployment 
Hollywood now tells the war story. 


Nor is live talent being oveflooked. | 


While there is nothing definite at 
present beyond the use of big name, 
big following players on the air. it 
is believed here that an angle will 
be developed which will call for per- 


sonal appearances of stars in the dif- | 


ficult job of bridging the gap from 
war to peace. 

That radio. films, and live 
tainment will shoulder the 
ment in a big way, goes without say- 
ing—for two reasons. The first ts 
the patriotism responsible for their 


enter- 


assign- 


| self-interest. 


which is closing Han- | 
summer | 


Self-Protection 
The sooner the transition is made 
from war production to peace pro- 
duction and from uniform to civilian 
job. the less chance there is of a 
major crash and long time de- 
pression. A depression would be re- 


i flected both at the b.o. and in the 
isales of the products of radio ad- 


| power Commission of in\ 


vertisers 

There is talk in the War Man- 
iting the 
radio biggies down in the not distant 
future for some thinking and plan- 
ning on the immediate job. At pres- 
ent. 80.000 to 100.000 men a month 
are being released from the armed 
forces, with the U. S. Employment 
Agency—an_ organization working 
under Paul MecNutt'ss Manpower 
Commission—placing the large ma- 
jority of them in jobs. Radio will 
probably take a hand in this place- 
ment before the year is out. It will 
be a sort of tune up for the bigger 
job to céme after the armistice. 

A second matter for discussion will 
be the proper way to handle the 
situation if OWI is 


the war. Either the industry or the 
government will have to set up an- 
; other clearing house agency to work 
with the national advertisers, webs 


| the war. 


“Skylark.” | 


and local stations. 
Also shaping up for discussions is 
a program of preparing the public 


mind to accept an interim period of 


Government controls after the arm- 


istice Certain types of ri 
and price control, for example, will 
be continued for many months after 
The public will have to be 
educated to the reasons for these 
things. 

Just who is going to handle the 
big reemployment job in Washington 
will depend upon the November 
election. But no matter which party 
wins, they tell vou here. radio, pix 
and other entertainment will be 


| needed. 
Russe!! Mack was ‘in town for a} 


The reason, they tel] you. is simple | 


—showmanship, the ability to Grama- 


aa | tize a situation and make it so simple 
k | and clear that everyone will be eble 
following | to understand it, 


Mark | 


season that tees off in the} 


They plan to} 


story just 


abolished after | 


oning | 


Hollywood 


Lieut.-Col. Hal Roach in town en 
Army biz. 

Lionel Barrymore 
65th birthday. 

Jesse J. Goldburg recovering frem 
a heart attack. 

Paul Muni returned to town after 
an eastern trip. 

George Thomases celebrated their 
33d wedding anniversary. 

Jascha Heifetz to Mexico City for 
concert tour engagements. 

Ella Raines returned to work after 
a week out with laryngitis 
| Nelson Eddy returned from an 
| €astern concert and camp tour. 
Judy Garland filed suit for diverce 
against Sgt. Dave Rose, composer. 

Harry Mines pulling out of David 
, O. Selznick’s publicity department. 
| Jehn Farrow received two decora- 
from the Royal Canadian Nav y. 

Major John Huston returned trom 
Italy to edit a bundle of battle film, 
| Erman Pessis joined Russell Bird- 
‘well and Associates as a special 
writer, 
| B. G. DeSylva returned to work 
)at Paramount after a vacation in 


celebrated his 


| Mexico. 


Steffi Duna, former actress and 
| wife of Dennis O'Keefe, hospitalized 
| for surgery. 

* Jan Rubini drew a Presidential 
,Citation for entertaining soldiers in 
| the South Pacific. 


| Frances Langford voted “Press 
Photographers’ Pin-Up Girl” bev 
| Hollywood bulbers. 

Wilson Leahy, recently retired 


frem active duty in the Navy. joined 
the Ansco Hollywood office, _ 

Mervyn Houser succeeded Ken 
Whitmore as publicist for the Ceci] 
_B. DeMille unit at Paramount. 

Frank Seltzer moved in as publici- 
ty chief for Edward Small. succeed- 
| ing Len Simpson, who resigned. 
Jerry Breitigam, RKO publicist. 
| netified that his aviator son. Jerry, 
|Jr. had been killed in action jn 
India. 

Lieut.-Col. Julius Klein, formerly 
|with Universal and RKO. com- 
|mended for gallantry in the South 
| Pacific. 

Bettyjane Greer. wife of Rudy 
| Vallee, asked Superior Court to ci- 
selve her player contract with How- 
ard Hughes. 
| Capt. Ben Landis in town to hud- 
dle about the filming of “Winged 
| Victory,” which he helped to stage 
in New York. 
| Major John D. Craig presented 
| With the Distinguished Flying Cross 
in a ceremony at the First Motion 
Picture Unit base in Culver City. 

George Arthur, film editor for 
William Cagney Productions. ap- 
pointed general assistant to Cagney. 
He was formerly a Par producer. 

Lieut.-Col. Owen Crump to Wacsh- 
ington to confer on further expan- 
/sion of the First Motion Picture 
| Unit’s training film program at Cul- 
| ver City. 
| George Burns and Gracie 


Ailen 
were pinch hitters for Jack Benny ut 
; the Masquers Club show for wound- 
ed servicemen, Benny being detained 
on his Canadian war bond tour. 


Chicago 


Georgie Price opened at the May- 
fair Room last Friday night 

Chuck Foster and Orch opened at 
the Blackhawk May 3. Vocalist is 


| Foster's sister, Gloria. 


Jimmy Henschel. orch  leacer. 
transfers to Hollywood May 15. Ex- 
pects to make his home there. 

The Catholic Actors Guild of Chi- 
cago will hold 17th Annual! Benefit 
| Party June 10 at the Sherman hotel. 

Rosemary Dempsey. the model, 
goes to New York to work in a stape 
play that Gilbert Miller is produc- 
ing. 

Ralph Berger, owner of the Latin 
Quarter, will. represent the Mid- 
west in a New York conference on 
the 30% nite club tax. 

Danny O'Neil, the CBS singing 
| star, goes into the Mayfair Room this 
isummer if he doesn't land Dennis 

Day's spot on the Jack Benny show. 

Martha Raye and her Nick Condos 
|in town, where she will await the 
t 


birth of their baby this fall. Cond: 
Bros. open at the Latin Quarter ne» 
week. 

Jimmy Joy and Orch will end a 6- 
months stay at the Walnut Room of 
| the Bismarck Hotel May 25. Suc- 
cessor will be Benny Strong. opens 
Friday, May 26. 

Oscar Morgan, head of newsreels 
jand short subjects department of 
Paramount Pictures, was elected 
president of the Amateur Roller 
Skating Association last week. 

Ran Wilde, orch leader. who just 
completed a long run at the Empire 
Room at the Palmer House. cut short 
his engagement at the Chase Hotel 
in St. Louis, to enter the Navy. 

Jesse Lasky, the producer, huddled 
| with Al Borde and Leo Seltzer of the 
| Coliseum last week. He is interested 

in the picture rights to “Alaska 
Stampede,” which will be produced 
| there shortly. 
William Holden. manager of the 
| Chicago theatre, wil! be honored by 
President Rooseve!t shortly. Hs the- 
atre sold approximatcly $4.000.006 
' worth of bonds in the movie theatre 
ibond sale contest jist over. 
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SCREEN STARS ARE 
RIGHT! THESE LUX 
SOAP BEAUTY 
FACIALS REALLY DO 
MAKE SKIN SMOOTHER, 
SOFTER—~MORE ADORABLE! 


“My Lux Soap Beauty facials 
really make skin lovelier’ 


In recent tests of this beauty care screen 
stars recommend, actually 3 out of 4 com- ae 
plexions improved in a short time! Lovely y 
Vera Zorina tells you, “I never neglect my 
ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS. They’re a won- ( 
derful beauty aid. First I cover my face 
generously with the rich Lux Soap lather 
and work it in gently but thoroughly. Then fi 
I rinse with warm water, splash with cold, - 
and pat to dry. So simple—and it works!” ti 


FIGHT WASTE 


It’s patriotic to help save 
soap. Use only what you 
need. Don’t let your cake 
of Lux Toilet Soap stand 
in water. After using 
place itinadry soap dish. 
Moisten last sliver and 
Press against new cake. 


Lux Toilet out of /0 Screen Stare use it 
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